
 

JUNE 2020 | VOL 66 NO 6

Little House, big problem

Essential shonen manga

Teen-led STEM

An MSI Information Services Publication

Drawn  Historyto
Margaret A. Edwards Award-winner Steve Sheinkin  

perfects the art of the rollicking true tale

https://www.slj.com/


★ “Fiercely fantastical and 
achingly honest, this book 
delivers a more inclusive
means of self-discovery.”

—Publishers Weekly

★Booklist

★Kirkus Reviews

★Shelf Awareness 

★School Library Connection

★ “Grief can be 
crushing, but this heartfelt 

memoir will comfort those who 

have known it.”
—Booklist

★BCCB

★The Horn Book

★Publishers Weekly 

★School Library Journal

★ “This engaging, 
heartwarming story 

does everything one can 
ask of a book, and

then some.”
—Kirkus Reviews

★Booklist 

★The Horn Book

★Publishers Weekly 

★School Library Journal

★ “This unforgettable 
book unfl inchingly 

illuminates the 
experiences of those 

leaving their homes to 
seek safety in the

United States.”
—Publishers Weekly

★Booklist 

★BookPage

★The Horn Book

★School Library Journal

★
★

★
★

★
★

★

★
★
★

★
★
★

★
★
★

★
★

★

★
★

★

★
★

★

★
★

★
★

★
★

★
★

★ “A beautifully told and 
illustrated story that offers a 

unique perspective on both war 

and humanity.”
—Kirkus Reviews

★BCCB

★Booklist

★Publishers Weekly

★Shelf Awareness

We’re Seeing STARS!
Five Starred Reviews



★

★
★
★

★

★

★
★

★
★

★

★
★

★
★

★
book unfl inchingly 

★
★

★
★

★BookPage 

★Kirkus Reviews

★School Library Connection 

★School Library Journal

★Booklist

★Kirkus Reviews

★Publishers Weekly

★Booklist 

★Kirkus Reviews

★School Library 

Connection

★Kirkus Reviews 

★Publishers Weekly

★School Library 

Journal

★Booklist

★Publishers Weekly

★School Library 

Connection

★Booklist 

★Kirkus Reviews

★School Library Journal

★Booklist 

★Kirkus Reviews

★School Library Journal

★Booklist 

★Kirkus Reviews

★School Library Journal

★Booklist 

★BookPage

★Kirkus Reviews 

★Publishers Weekly

★Booklist 

★BookPage

★Kirkus Reviews 

★School Library Journal

★

★
★

★
★

Three Starred Reviews

Four Starred Reviews

penguinclassroom.com               PenguinClassroom             PenguinClass             PenguinClassroom

https://penguinclassroom.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PenguinClassroom/
https://twitter.com/PenguinClass
https://www.instagram.com/PenguinClassroom/


On slj.com

Help us tell the COVID-19 story
SLJ welcomes information as we 
continue reporting on the pandemic. 
slj.com/covid19reporting

Your library on TikTok
Don’t understand this video platform 
yet? Kelly Jensen explains.  

SLJ  kidcasts
Podcast playlists on pets, civics,  
and climate science. 

Homemade comics
Anyone with a pencil and an idea  
can make one. Here’s a primer. 

Events

SLJTeen Live! 
The theme for this year’s all-day 
virtual event: “Our Voice, Our Time.” 
August 5. bit.ly/35XjtZZ

JUNE 2020
VOLUME 66 | NUMBER 6 | ISSN 0362-8930

Features
Cover Story

24 Drawn to History
Margaret A. Edwards Award 
winner Steve Sheinkin.

By Daryl Grabarek

Collection Building

GREAT BOOKS

38 Hi-Lo & Mighty Reads
15 engaging series.

By Kathryn Justus

26 Little House, Big Problem
What to do with “classic” books 
that are also racist and hurtful.

By Marva Hinton

30 Shonen Mania
Action-packed shonen manga.

By Brigid Alverson

A Real Life Walk & Talk ................25
A comic strip interview

By Stan Mack

34 Teen-Led STEM
Kids take charge of learning.

By Wayne D’Orio

34

38

GET SOCIAL WITH US: 

twitter.com/sljournal

facebook.com/SchoolLibraryJournal

linkedin.com/company/school-library-journal

instagram.com/sljournal

2    | JUNE 2020 

https://www.slj.com/
https://www.slj.com/covid19reporting
https://www.slj.com/?event=slj-teen-live-2020
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolLibraryJournal/
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolLibraryJournal/
https://twitter.com/sljournal
https://twitter.com/sljournal
https://www.instagram.com/sljournal/
https://www.instagram.com/sljournal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/school-library-journal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/school-library-journal
https://www.slj.com/


This immensely popular series by acclaimed nonfi ction author Bobbie Kalman 
provides a close-up view of how people in North America lived more than 200 
years ago. Each revised edition in the series features new full-color photographs 
from restored historic villages across North America, updated text and an activity. 

Reading Level: Grade 3 • Interest Level: Grades 3-6
32 pages, 8½ x 10¾”, full colour • Glossary and Index

978-0-7787-7310-8 RLB   
978-0-7787-7320-7 PAP

978-1-4271-2481-4 eBook

978-0-7787-7315-3 RLB   
978-0-7787-7347-4 PAP

978-1-4271-2486-9 eBook

978-0-7787-7312-2 RLB   
978-0-7787-7322-1 PAP

978-1-4271-2483-8 eBook

978-0-7787-7317-7 RLB   
978-0-7787-7349-8 PAP

978-1-4271-2488-3 eBook

978-0-7787-7318-4 RLB   
978-0-7787-7350-4 PAP

978-1-4271-2489-0 eBook

978-0-7787-7314-6 RLB   
978-0-7787-7346-7 PAP

978-1-4271-2485-2 eBook

978-0-7787-7319-1 RLB   
978-0-7787-7351-1 PAP

978-1-4271-2490-6 eBook

978-0-7787-7311-5 RLB   
978-0-7787-7321-4 PAP

978-1-4271-2482-1 eBook

978-0-7787-7316-0 RLB   
978-0-7787-7348-1 PAP

978-1-4271-2487-6 eBook

•  Supports CCSS—Reading 
Informational Text Grade 
3: Key Ideas and Details 
RI.3.2, RI.3.3, Craft and 
Structure RI.3.4, Integration 
of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.3.7, RI.3.9

•  Supports C3 Framework: 
D2.His.2.3-5., D2.His.3.3-5., 
D2.His.4.3-5., D2.His.16.3-5.

Tel: 1-800-387-7650

Fax: 1-800-355-7166

Order Toll Free 

www.crabtreebooks.com PMB 59051, 350 FIFTH AVENUE, 59TH FLOOR,
NEW YORK, NY 10118  TEL: (212) 496-5040

CRABTREE
PUBLISHING COMPANY

978-0-7787-7313-9 RLB   
978-0-7787-7323-8 PAP

978-1-4271-2484-5 eBook

https://www.facebook.com/CrabtreePublishing
https://twitter.com/crabtreepub
https://www.pinterest.ca/crabtreebooks/
https://www.instagram.com/CrabtreePublishing/


Contents continued

Drawn to History
Illustration by Stan Mack

Story begins on page 24. 

Departments
EDITORIAL

 8 A Story Worth Telling
Bearing witness to the pandemic. 

By Kathy Ishizuka

UP FRONT

12 Getting Books into Kids’ Hands
Building home libraries during crisis.

By Kara Yorio

14 Bring on Mr. Rogers
His impact and legacy.

By Matthew Cordell

16 Cheese, Bread, & No Broccoli
Cooking podcasts for K–12 chefs.

By Anne Bensfield & Pamela Rogers

18 Follow-Up Books for Movie Fans
Read-alikes for streaming 

blockbusters. 

By Abby Johnson

20 Libraries: An Unknown Future
SLJ’s COVID-19 Response Survey.

By SLJ Staff
Columns

22  First Steps

Read, Play, and Sing via Video!
Ideas for virtual chats with tots.

By Rachel G. Payne and Jessica Ralli 

The Reviews
Reference Review 

Database ......................................... 44

The Book Review/Fiction

PICTURE BOOKS ................................. 46

Early Childhood .............................46

Elementary ....................................47

CHAPTER BOOKS ................................ 55

 Chapter Books Graphic Novels ....... 56

MIDDLE GRADE .................................. 57

Middle Grade Graphic Novels .........66

YOUNG ADULT ................................... 69

Middle School ................................69

High School ...................................70

YA Graphic Novels ..........................75

The Book Review/Nonfiction

ELEMENTARY ....................................... 77

MIDDLE TO HIGH SCHOOL ................. 84

Graphic Nonfiction .........................86

PROFESSIONAL READING .................. 87

Stars ................................................88

Starred Book
The Problem with Problems (Rooney)
©2020 by Zehra Hicks, p. 46 

ON THE COVER

Advertisers’ Index  6         |       Contributors  10

20

12

4    | JUNE 2020 

Star Highlight from the Web

You Matter by Christian Robinson .... 53



HarperStacks.com
Art © 2020 by Jori van der Linde

    @HarperStacks

A Girl Named Rosita
Anika Aldamuy Denise

Illus. Leo Espinosa
November

Sun Flower Lion 
Kevin Henkes

September

Sometimes People March
Tessa Allen
September

One Time
Sharon Creech

September

Jo
an

n
a 

C
o
tl

er
 B

o
o
k
s

B
al

ze
r 

+
 B

ra
y

A Whale of the Wild
Rosanne Parry

Illus. Lindsay Moore
September

G
re

en
w

il
lo

w
 B

o
o
k
s

Class Act
Jerry Craft
October

Q
u

il
l T

re
e 

B
o
o
k
s

A Thousand Questions
Saadia Faruqi

October

Q
u

il
l T

re
e 

B
o
o
k
s

G
re

en
w

il
lo

w
 B

o
o
k
s

Grown
Tiffany D. Jackson

September

K
at

h
er

in
e 

T
eg

en
 B

o
o
k
s

Punching the Air
Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam

September

B
al

ze
r 

+
 B

ra
y

Charming as a Verb
Ben Philippe
September

B
al

ze
r 

+
 B

ra
y

You’ll Fall for These New Titles
from HarperCollins Children’s Books

HarperCollinsChildren’sBooks

K
at

h
er

in
e 

T
eg

en
 B

o
o
k
s

The Left-Handed 
Booksellers of London

Garth Nix
September

https://harperstacks.harpercollins.com/
https://twitter.com/HarperStacks
https://www.facebook.com/HarperStacks
https://www.pinterest.com/harperstacks/
https://www.harpercollins.com/childrens/


6    | JUNE 2020 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: $136.99 per year; Canada $179.99; single copy US $15; Canadian and Foreign $19; other countries (air mail) $209.99. For subscriptions only, write to  
School Library Journal, P.O. Box 461119, Escondido, CA  92046-1119; (800) 595-1066;  (760) 317-2334 outside of U.S.; fax: (760) 738-4805; email: sljsubs@pcspublink.com   
REPRINT  PERMISSION:  Email : dwatson@mediasourceinc.com  REPRINT VENDOR: For custom reprints and electronic usage, contact the YGS Group at (800) 290-5460 or  
email: schoollibraryjournal@theygsgroup.com

Index to Advertisers

School Library Journal
123 William St., Suite 802 
New York, NY 10038

slj.com
(646) 380-0752
slj@mediasourceinc.com

Contact Us
slj.com/contactus

On the web
slj.com
slj.com/newsandfeatures
slj.com/reviews
SLJ blog network: slj.com/blogs

Social media
Twitter: @sljournal
Facebook: School Library Journal
Instagram: @sljournal
Linkedin: School Library Journal

Feedback
Email: slj@mediasourceinc.com

Pitch us
slj.com/submissions

Subscriptions
slj.com/subscribe

Events & PD
slj.com/events

Reviews
slj.com/reviews 

Review for SLJ
slj.com/reviewforSLJ

Submit items for  
review consideration

slj.com/reviewsubmissions

Editor-In-Chief/Partnerships & 

Innovation Director, SLJ, LJ

KATHY ISHIZUKA

Reviews & Production Director, SLJ, LJ 

K IERA PARROTT

Creative Director | MARK TUCHMAN

NEWS & FEATURES

Editor, News & Features | SARAH BAYLISS

News Editor | KARA YORIO

REVIEWS

Senior Editor, Picture Books | KIMBERLY FAKIH

Senior Editor, YA | KATY HERSHBERGER

Reference & Professional Reading Editor | MAHNAZ DAR

Associate Editor, Nonfiction & Series Made Simple

VANESSA WILLOUGHBY

Assistant Editor, Middle Grade & Chapter Books

ASHLEIGH WILLIAMS

Assistant Editor, SLJ & LJ Reviews | ANJA WEBB

Audiobooks Editor | STEPHANIE KLOSE 

ART 

Designer, Art Production | JOSEPHINE MARC-ANTHONY

PRODUCTION

Production Manager | JULIE SHERIDAN

Group Publisher | REBECCA T. MILLER

Finance Director | ROSALIE SCHWEITZER

Administrative Coordinator | DEMETRIUS WATSON

SALES & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Sales Director | ROY FUTTERMAN

Account Executive | CATHY HOEY

Account Executive | JUSTIN NATHAN

Ad Operations Specialist | JENNIFER RUZICKA

Sales/Marketing Assistant | NIA TODD

 MARKETING 

Marketing Director | KELLY BARBIERI

Manager, Research/Customer Insight | LAURA GIRMSCHEID

Email Marketing Specialist | GREG ROBERTS

Marketing Designer | JAMES THORNE

EVENTS & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Vice President | TRACEY FENTON

Senior Webinar Program Manager | REBECCA JOZWIAK

Events Manager | JODI WEINHEIMER

MSI INFORMATION SERVICES

CFO | GARY DOYLE

Human Resources | TARA MARALLO
This index is provided as a service. The publisher does not assume any liability for errors or omissions.

How To Reach Us

AKJ Education .................................................................................................... 83
Beaming Books ................................................................................................... 51
Bellwether Media ................................................................................................ 41
Boom! Studios..................................................................................................... 73
Bound To Stay Bound Books .............................................................................. 17
Capstone ............................................................................................................ C3
Charlesbridge ...................................................................................................... 56
Crabtree Publishing Company .............................................................................3
Cuento de Luz .................................................................................................... 10
DC Comics ...........................................................................................................7
Disney Publishing Worldwide ............................................................................ 23
DK ....................................................................................................................... 11
HarperCollins Children’s Books ..................................................................... 5, 59
Infobase ............................................................................................................... 19
Junior Library Guild ...........................................................................................68
Lerner Publishing Group......................................................................................9
Mackin ...............................................................................................................C4
Macmillan Children’s Publishing ...................................................................... 15
Mathematical Sciences Research Institute ........................................................ 61
Move Books Children’s Publishing.....................................................................67
Penguin Young Readers .................................................................................. C2-1
Random House Children’s Books ....................................................................... 63
Reycraft ............................................................................................................... 45
Scholastic ............................................................................................................ 37
Shadow Mountain Publishing ............................................................................ 65
Sterling Children’s Books ...................................................................................49
Viz Media ........................................................................................................... 75
Yen Press ............................................................................................................. 71

mailto:slj@mediasourceinc.com
https://www.slj.com/?page=Contact-Us
https://www.slj.com/
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=News%20%26%20Features
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=Reviews%2B
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=Blogs
https://www.slj.com/?page=Submissions
mailto:slj@mediasourceinc.com
https://www.slj.com/?page=subscribe
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=Events
https://www.slj.com/?subpage=Reviews%2B
https://www.slj.com/?page=Review-for-SLJ
https://www.slj.com/?page=review-submissions
mailto:sljsubs@pcspublink.com
mailto:dwatson@mediasourceinc.com
mailto:schoollibraryjournal@theygsgroup.com


DCCOMICS.COM

WHEN THE RULES ARE 
WRONG—YOU HAVE TO 
BREAK THEM!

FROM THE VOICES THAT 
SHAPED LGBTQ YOUNG 

ADULT LITERATURE

New York Times bestselling author Laurie Halse 
Anderson (Speak, Shout) and artist Leila Del Duca 
reimagine Wonder Woman’s origins in this timely 
story about the refugee experience, teenage activism, 
and finding the love and strength to create change.
9781401286453 | 6/2/2020 | $16.99 | TR | Ages 15+

Author Kami Garcia (Beautiful Creatures) and 
artist Gabriel Picolo, the creative duo behind 
the New York Times, USA Today, and Publishers 

Weekly bestseller Teen Titans: Raven, take you on 
a journey of self-discovery and acceptance, while 

reminding us of the value of true friendship—
especially when life gets wild.

TEEN TITANS: BEAST BOY

9781401287191 | 9/8/2020
$16.99 | TR | Ages 13+

TEEN TITANS: RAVEN

9781401286231 | On Sale Now
 $16.99 | TR | Ages 13+

Lambda Award-winning author Alex Sanchez (Rainbow 

Boys) and New York Times bestselling illustrator Julie 
Maroh (Blue Is the Warmest Color), present a new coming-
out romance set against the backdrop of the DC Universe.

9781401290818 | 6/9/2020 | $16.99 | TR | Ages 13+™ & © DC

GRAPHIC NOVELS 

FOR YOUNG ADULTS

From the New York Times bestselling creative team

KAMI GARCIA and GABRIEL PICOLO

https://www.dccomics.com/
https://www.facebook.com/dc
https://twitter.com/dccomics
https://www.instagram.com/dccomics/


8    | JUNE 2020

Kathy Ishizuka
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

@kishizuka

A Story Worth Telling
Personal accounts will help tell the full story of the pandemic

From the Editor
BY KATHY ISHIZUKA

to learn and understand our own resilience.”
Journaling is a great place to start, says Sirah, who 

recommends a regular practice, if just for 10 minutes 
a day. Or keep an audio log on your phone. This way, 
“you are doing autoethnography.” Encourage children 
to tell their own stories with pictures, writing, or audio 
recordings, which they may choose to keep private or 
share with family.

The intergenerational capacity of oral history gather-
ing is fully evident on StoryCorps. Thus far, more than 
600 interviews have been logged via the Connect ap-
plication, and interest is growing daily. There’s an ac-
companying educator guide, and one for libraries is due 
out soon. Workshops on using StoryCorps Connect are 
already under way at DC Public Library, and DeKalb 
(IL) Public Library plans to roll out its own program. 

The sheer scope of the pandemic experience is 
 staggering, and a Twitter feed becomes a difficult thing 
to reconcile. “Any person living a life sees both pain and 
joy,” offers Millington. “And this comes out in the con-
versations we’ve always had. In a way, difficult  topics are 
overshadowed by the connection of the  interview itself, 
the care and love of two people talking to each other, 
and the things that matter.”

Underlying this effort of bearing personal witness 
to history is a democratizing principle. Given all the 
disinformation around COVID-19, documenting our 
 experience becomes especially important. According to 
Ed Summers, technical lead of Documenting the Now, a 
project dedicated to preserving social media  accounts of 
historically significant events, an event like  coronavirus 
highlights the way these platforms,  including  Twitter, 
have become “the arbiters of what is true.”

 For more information about collecting oral history, 
including resources geared for libraries, visit the  online 
version of this column.

T
witter has always represented a sort of meditation 
for me. Every shade of human experience and 
emotion is right there in an unending stream, 
marking moments of joy, outrage, conviction, 

amusement, grief. I’ve been there, I think to myself 
 almost daily, as I know others have, too.

Now, overarching all is a singular presence. There’s 
no getting away from the pandemic, which has colored 
our narrative in myriad ways. We have lost loved ones 
to the virus, or perhaps our own health or livelihood 
has been affected. Even in the most mundane aspects 
of a new routine—firing up a webcam for a day’s work, 
tending scallions by a window, or sewing masks—we 
are all living history in real time.

Take the senior class of Bentonville West High 
School in Centerton, AR. Like students worldwide, 
they, and their teachers and families, have been 
 isolated at home. Pivoting on senior projects, the school 
turned to  StoryCorps Connect. A web-based platform 
of  StoryCorps, the nonprofit dedicated to collecting 
and archiving the oral history of Americans, Connect 
 enables two parties, however distant, to conduct and 
record interviews via video-conferencing technology.

While not designed specifically for the health crisis, 
StoryCorps Connect, which launched in April, has 
seemingly arrived on time to help document the ex-
perience. “We’re not explicitly asking people to discuss 
 COVID, but of course the virus is coming up and people 
are discussing it in real time,” says Virginia  Millington, 
StoryCorps’ director of  Recording & Archive. 

Using Connect, Bentonville students interviewed 
relatives, from grandparents to siblings, about their ex-
periences, some COVID-related, others not. Archived 
on StoryCorps, the audio files are also part of a school 
community site. Amid so much disruption, including a 
cancelled graduation, the project has counteracted for 
these kids “what might have been a very negative narra-
tive around the end of school,” says Millington.

For his part, Kiran Singh Sirah, president of the Inter-
national Storytelling Center, in Jonesborough, TN, sees 
the pandemic as an opportunity. “We are literally 
 writing a story together,” says Sirah, recalling how gen-
erations past have collected the stories of their grandpar-
ents, which have contributed to a fuller account of major 
events, from war to recession. “These are  opportunities 
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https://www.cuentodeluz.com/
https://twitter.com/waynedorio
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=Making-Great-Strives-Building-Confident-Readers-struggling-readers-librarians-libraries-graphic-novels
http://www.abbythelibrarian.com/
https://www.instagram.com/realstanmack/
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Getting Books into Kids’ Hands
Educators, organizations get creative to build home libraries during crisis

A
s school closures were extended and 
more states announced the rest of 
the 2019–20 academic year would 
be conducted online, educators and 
literacy organizations started brain-

storming the best ways to get books to kids 
for the spring and summer. The efforts have 
ranged in scope and helped kids in large and 
small districts across the country. 

The books—for students to keep at home 
and not have to return to a school or public 
library—are distributed to provide comfort, 
escape, a little normalcy, and hopefully 
lessen the exaggerated summer slide that 
is expected to hit after months of remote 
learning followed by summer break.

Some schools have held online book 
fairs, but the bigger concern for educators is 
students whose families can’t afford to buy 
books and may live in homes without any-
thing to read. Not only have they now been 
away from school and its library collection and been shut out of 
public libraries for months, but they are heading into the sum-
mer with many typical options like parks and camp programs 
canceled and some public pools closed.

“We thought it was imperative to get these books in the 
hands of kids one way or another,” says Donna Bishop, the 
school librarian at McKinley Elementary in the Tulsa (OK) 
Public Schools. 

Without a safe way to distribute books that would need to be 
returned, quarantined, and disinfected, she did the next best 
thing. The district was already closing four elementary schools 
because of budget cuts, so Bishop pulled books from those 
schools and combined them with the titles she had weeded 
from her own collection. Not the best of the bunch, she admits, 
but it’s something. She brought carts of books out during food 
pickups at her school. 

“To me it’s a natural fit,” says Bishop, who also grabbed any 
extra items she could offer, including crayons or markers. “If 
you’re going to be pulling in kids for food, it’s just a wonderful 

opportunity to make anything else available.” 
She plans to get books to other food sites in the district and 

throughout the summer. Many book efforts around the coun-
try have been combined with food service programs, whether 
they are pickups at district locations or school buses that shuttle 
books with meals for closer-to-home deliveries.

Liz Phipps-Soeiro is a school librarian in Massachusetts who 
wanted to help and found a way (and a well-oiled machine) by 
collaborating with the people who run the Cambridge Public 
Schools food distribution.

“I knew families were incredibly eager for books,” she says. “I 
knew there was a need, and I knew there were books somewhere.” 

She became frustrated with the local institutions’ inabil-
ity to adapt to the pandemic situation—“I realize institutions, 
in general, are not meant to be agile and nimble,” she ad-
mits—and helped coordinate a local book effort as a com-
munity member with nonprofit experience, not in her official 
capacity as an educator. Phipps-Soeiro founded Cambridge 
Book Bike, which delivers books to kids at food sites during 

BY KARA YORIO

Books are spread across Nadine Poper’s dining room table ready to be sent to  students.
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vey, which asked kids what types of books they enjoy, and I’m 
trying to focus on high-interest books, such as graphic novels, 
because they may be easier to digest in a time like this.”

She is not alone in taking things into her own hands where 
needed and possible.

Nadine Poper is the school librarian at Amanda E. Stout 
Elementary School in Reading, PA, where she says most of 
her students live in high-crime, high-poverty neighborhoods. 

When Pennsylvania schools closed in mid-March, she 
grabbed all of the books she had collected at library 

conferences that had not been catalogued into the 
collection. They are now spread across her dining 
room table.

At the end of a weekly video story time and vir-
tual lessons, she holds up a book and asks for com-
ments from students who might want it. She then 
randomly picks a student and mails it to them. She 
knows teachers in her school have given students 

links for free ebooks, but notes a lot of kids don’t 
want that option.
“It’s fabulous, but it’s not the same as having a book 

in your hand,” she says.
She is so enjoying her new endeavor that she plans to 

offer older siblings or parents the non-elementary titles in her 
tabletop collection and is trying to figure out how to get more 
books for the future. 

“I’m getting to the point where I’m going to run out, and I 
don’t want it to stop when this is over,” Poper says. “I want to 
continue forever.” 

Kara Yorio is SLJ’s news editor. 

the summer. Using contacts she had through the 
nonprofit, she coordinated with a local public li-
brary and procured books that were earmarked 
for donation but were instead sitting in a closet. 

Taking all necessary health precautions, she 
and other volunteers organized the books by 
age group and put books into bags, then went to 
Cambridge Public Schools food sites. They gave 
away about 2,200 books in 670 bags. 

“It was a lot of really good work,” she says. “It 
was a huge success and children were thrilled....It 
was just magical. They were so happy.”

In Wisconsin, the Madison Reading Project, 
which has provided books to schools and organi-
zations since 2013, created a similar project on a 
larger scale to continue to help literacy efforts in 
the Dane County, WI, area. The organization 
used the books from its warehouse and bought 
others in bulk, then donated to schools and 
community groups that were providing meals.

But its distribution didn’t stop at food sites. Teachers, social 
workers, and even parents reached out about specific students 
and Madison Reading Project staff created individual home 
packages that were then delivered by the organization’s bus. 

By mid-May, they had distributed an average of 1,000 books 
per week, totaling approximately 6,500 books. It is an example 
of one of the larger efforts, but educators know every book makes 
an impact.

Jessica Schlater, a fifth grade Eng-
lish language arts teacher at Mis-
sissinawa Valley Elementary in 
Union City, OH, worked with 
her fellow teachers to create 
bags of books for students to 
pick up when they returned 
for the rest of their belong-
ings that had been sitting at 
school. The staff used Scho-
lastic dollars from past book 
fairs to order the books, and she 
handpicked titles for each of her 
students based on their interests.

In addition to the official school bags 
of books, Schlater surveyed her fifth grade stu-
dents and asked how many books each had at home. Anyone 
who answered “none” or “less than five” was put on her list for 
a book box that she paid for, put together, and either mailed to 
a student’s home or had them pick up at school.

“I know which kids don’t have books or support at home, so 
they are also on my list,” Schlater says. “I select titles by their 
interest and past books they have enjoyed. I also used the sur-

From the left: Liz Phipps-Soeiro with one of the books going to  
Cambridge students; Madison Reading Project staff member helps sort 

and fill bags, and (below) shows bag of books going on the bus.
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Caldecott winner Matthew Cordell discusses impact, legacy of Fred Rogers

Radical Kindness of Mister Rogers

BY MATTHEW CORDELL

would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. 
You will always find people who are help-
ing. If you look for the helpers, you’ll 
know that there’s hope.’”

It’s one of the most remembered Mister 
Rogers quotes. The world can be a bleak, 
seemingly hopeless place. When we find 
ourselves in times like these, Fred’s words 
have provided reassurance that not all 
hope is lost. Fred’s words were directed 
toward children, who certainly require 

this level of reassurance. But when 
the events of our adult lives seem 
to spiral out of control—whether 
it be from world conflict, tragedy, 
and even now as a health crisis 
works its way around the globe—
this message has proven to be 
universally comforting. Hope is 
not lost when there are trained 
experts—helpers—all around. 
All we need to do is look.

Fred himself was a helper. Helping 
children was his life’s mission. Through-
out my life, he has helped in more ways 
than I can fathom. In fact, Fred’s words 
and helpful legacy allowed me to make a 
book about the man himself.

Fred wanted all children to know that 
they have worth and significance. Each 
of us is distinct and unique and is ca-
pable of loving and being loved. Mister 
Rogers ended every episode of Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood with that senti-
ment. A version of this was often said to 
Fred, when he was a boy, by his Grandfa-
ther McFeely: “Freddie, you made this a 
special day, just by being you.”

It’s a wonderful legacy to share that 
kind of love and admiration with our 
friends, family, and neighbors. The leg-
acy of Grandfather McFeely, of Fred, and 
of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.

Let’s all agree to pass it on.

Matthew Cordell’s Hello, Neighbor!: 
The Kind and Caring World of Mister 
Rogers was published in May.

 I 
was a child of the late ’70s and early ’80s, 
which was, in my mind, a kind of golden 
age of children’s programming on PBS. 
We had Sesame Street, The Electric 

Company, and Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood. Mister Rogers meant a lot to me and 
was a big part of my forma-
tive years. I loved the snap-
shots of everyday life in his 
“real” neighborhood. I loved 
the whimsy and fantasy that 
played out with puppets and 
human friends in the Neigh-
borhood of Make-Believe. I 
could sense, even then, that 
Mister Rogers was caring 
and sincere.

Then...I grew up. As we 
grow up and out of child-
hood, it’s a sad truth that we 
thicken our skins at the real-
ization that the world can be a pretty dark 
place. Maybe we become jaded, negative, 
angry, or judgmental. I know I had a little 
of all of those emotions in my blood by 
the time I was well into adulthood. I had 
changed. The child I was, the time I’d 
spent with Mister Rogers was all but for-
gotten. Then came the biggest, greatest 
change in all of my life. I became a dad.

As my daughter, Romy, became a tod-
dler and then a preschooler, my wife and 
I found ourselves watching PBS children’s 
programming for the first time since we, 
ourselves, were kids. There was a fun, 
fresh crop of new shows. I was happy to see 
Sesame Street still going strong.

Then one afternoon, an old episode of 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood came on. It 
turned my head. The opening sequence—
where he sings and changes from his 
jacket and dress shoes into his cardigan 
sweater and sneakers—it shot me straight 
back to when I was four years old. A wave 
of nostalgia swept over me, and I ended up 
watching the episode all the way through.

It was an awakening. I saw a lot in him 
that I’d forgotten or maybe never realized 

before. Here was a man who was calm, 
gentle, patient, curious, optimistic, reas-
suring, and compassionate in a world that, 
frankly, does not often celebrate these 
things. Mister Rogers was an antidote to 
the darkness in the world. He didn’t gloss 

over the fact that it ex-
ists. He reasoned with 
it. Picked it apart. He 
wasn’t consumed or 
manipulated by it. It 

was refreshing. I was taken by his palpable 
love and admiration for children. I felt a 
deep and immediate connection to Mister 
Rogers, and I watched the show daily after 
that—with or without Romy.

Soon, I became curious about the man 
behind Mister Rogers: Fred Rogers. What 
was he really like? I had felt deflated time 
and again after looking up different artis-
tic heroes in my past. These icons could 
never live up to my inner expectations. But 
I soon discovered that the real Fred Rogers 
was just like Mister Rogers.

The real Fred Rogers had a lifelong 
dedication to and respect for children. He 
was passionate about music and the arts. 
He was whimsical and had a terrific sense 
of humor. The real Fred Rogers promoted 
kindness, tolerance, and love for others. 
Fred Rogers was a person I had never en-
countered before. He was a rebel. An un-
expected rebel. He was a male role model 
we had never seen before. It became clear 
to me that I needed to tell Fred’s story.

“When I was a boy and I would see 
scary things in the news, my mother 



“Wrapped in a riot of incredible watercolor and 
ink illustrations, this is a winner for everyone, 

regardless of how they identify.”—Booklist

“An important book that can serve as 
a conversation starter.”—Booklist, Starred Review
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S
o many people, young and old, 
are finding comfort in cooking 
during the crisis. While you’re 
in the kitchen, why not turn on 

a food-inspired podcast for the family? 

Chompers 
“Food Week Morning Rituals”

Ages 5-7–Kids listen to Chompers while 
brushing their teeth. The podcast 
instructs listeners to do a full brush 
with jazzy music, sounds effects, and 
 counters, and includes educational 
short stories, jokes, or riddles. In this 
series of episodes, Chompers focuses  
on witty food riddles and tests your  
food  knowledge. 

But Why
“How Do We Taste Food?”

Ages 5-12–But Why centers on a kid/ 
listener’s question. In this episode it’s 
“Why do we like to eat certain foods?” 
Host and creator Jane Lindholm from 
Vermont Public Radio ask kids what they 
like, explains why they don’t like broccoli 
and speaks with experts about why smell 
is just as important to flavor as taste.

Smash Boom Best
“Chocolate vs. Cheese”

Ages 8-12–Sharpen debate skills with 
Smash Boom Best. Host Molly Bloom 
invites Paige Goehner, winner of the 
Food Network’s Kids Baking Champi-
onship, to debate whether chocolate or 
cheese is better. 

Engage those young chefs with these podcast options

Cheese, Bread, and No Broccoli 

BY ANNE BENSFIELD AND PAMELA ROGERS

including a few tips for when things go 
wrong with bread dough, and offers ad-
vice for first-time bakers everywhere.

The Sporkful 
“The Art and Joy of Recipe Writing”

Ages 12-17–In this episode, host Dan 
Pashman talks with Chandra Ram, 
who knows the pitfalls of recipe writ-
ing  better than almost anyone. In her 
capacity as a judge for the prestigious 
IACP Awards, Ram puts recipes from 
popular cookbooks to the test. She’s 
also written recipes for her own cook-
books, so she understands how easy it is 
to stumble. This episode interviews the 
next generation of writers for the latest 
edition of The Joy of Cooking. 

Stuff You Missed in History Class
“A Brief History of Doughnuts”

Ages 13-17–Making basic pastes or 
doughs and frying them has been part 
of human civilization for centuries. 
From this, the doughnut evolved—and 
caused a number of heated debates 
along the way. 

For links to each episode and the entire cook-
ing Kidcasts playlist, go to bit.ly/35QoXFN.

Anne Bensfield is a youth technology 
integration consultant. Pamela Rogers is 
a children’s librarian and creator Buttons 
& Figs, a podcast.

Mystery Recipe 
“For Crying Out Loud”

Ages 8-12–Join host Molly in the Recipe 
Lab to guess the first week’s ingredient 
theme. Then hear how young chefs can 
use the ingredient.  

Home Cooking 
“Bean There, Don’t That”

Ages 9-17–Quarantine cooking is no 
joke—or is it? In this episode, cohost 
Hrishikesh Hirway makes one too many 
puns, cohost Samin Nosrat answers the 
eternal bean question (to soak or not to 
soak), and actor Josh Malina schools lis-
teners in the art of the latke.

Short Wave 
“The Science of Making Bread”

Ages 12-17–Social distancing has some 
of us, including host Maddie Sofia, tak-
ing up bread baking for the first time. 
Chemist and baker Patricia Christie 
explains the science of making bread, 

KIDCASTS

https://bit.ly/35QoXFN
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addressing the digital divide, planning 
for reopening, or providing technical 
support and digital capacity building. 
Application deadline is June 12.—K.Y.T

he National Education Association 
Foundation and Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services are tak-
ing applications for  grants to help 

respond to the unique challenges created 
by the pandemic.

The NEA Foundation

Rapid Response Grants (bit.ly/2yRWEul) 
support educator-led initiatives that address 
issues including:

• Social and emotional needs of educa-
tors, students, and students’ families.

• Learning new pedagogy and/or adapt-
ing curricula to support distance/vir-
tual learning and instruction.

• Addressing summer learning loss.

• Preparing for the transition back to 
traditional schooling or adapting to 
continued virtual schooling.

• Supporting parent/caregiver efforts 
to support their children’s learning.

These $1,500 to $5,000 grants will 
be awarded for a six-month period. The 
deadline to apply is June 11. 

Student Success Grants (bit.
ly/35TgotD) support educator-led initia-
tives that “increase educational equity 
and opportunity.” Projects will “support 
creativity and individuality in student 
learning, while clearly responding to 
needs that emerged or worsened during 
the pandemic.”

These $2,000 to $5,000 grants will be 
awarded in September or October for a 
one-year period. Projects should be im-
plemented for the 2020–21 school year. 
Application deadline is July 15.

Learning & Leadership Grants (bit.
ly/2xWTDbI) support educators’ profes-
sional development focused on adapting 
teaching and learning to the unique chal-
lenges of the 2020–21 school year. The 
$2,000 to $5,000 grants will be awarded 
in the fall for a one-year period. Submis-
sion deadline is July 15.

IMLS

IMLS CARES Act Grants for Museums 
and Libraries (bit.ly/2xZe6Ne)  support 

museums and libraries by addressing im-
mediate and future needs. The $25,000 
to $500,000 grants will fund projects that 
include preserving jobs, training staff, 

Grants for COVID-19 Response
OPPORTUNITIES

https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/covid-rapid-response-grants/
https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/covid-rapid-response-grants/covid-response-student-success-grants/
https://www.neafoundation.org/for-educators/learning-and-leadership-grants/
https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/imls-cares-act-grants-museums-and-libraries
https://www.btsb.com/
mailto:sales@btsb.com
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Read-alike suggestions to go with spring and summer films 

Follow-Up Books for Movie Fans

BY ABBY JOHNSON

book about a gorilla who lives at a road-
side attraction comes to the big screen 
in August. 

READ-ALIKES

The One and Only Bob by Katherine Ap-
plegate. HarperCollins/Harper. 2020. 

Gr 3-6–Just in time for the movie 
 release, Applegate has  written a sequel 
that stars Ivan’s canine friend Bob. 
Devoted fans of the first book who are 
clamoring for the film will be equally 
excited for this companion title. 

A Tale Magnolious by Suzanne Nelson. 
Knopf. 2019. 

Gr 4-6–An orphan rescues a captive el-
ephant, and together they help a town 
on the verge of collapse in this whimsi-
cal historical novel. Viewers captivated 
by Ivan and Ruby’s relationship will love 
getting to know Nitty and Magnolious. 

The Underneath by Kathi Appelt. Ath-
eneum. 2008.

Gr 4-8–Readers who love animal stories 
will root for the hound dog and kittens 
who must escape a hateful owner in this 
tearjerker. Readers affected by Ivan and 
Ruby’s plight in the film will be simi-
larly moved by this emotionally intense 
animal fantasy. 

Abby Johnson is the collection develop-
ment leader at the New Albany-Floyd 
County (IN) Public Library.

teen rom-com presents another take in 
a similarly witty fashion.

Scoob! PG. Video on demand. 

The Scooby Gang comes to the big 
screen for their first full-length feature. 
The film will certainly be enjoyed by 
kids and parents who were fans of the 
original cartoons growing up.

READ-ALIKES

The Buried Bones Mystery (Clubhouse 
Mysteries #1) by Sharon M. Draper. 
Aladdin. 2011. 

Gr 3-5–Four friends start a club called 
the Black Dinosaurs and dive into solv-
ing their first mystery when they dis-
cover bones buried in the backyard. 
Viewers drawn to stories of friends play-
ing detective together will enjoy the 
many mysteries tackled in this chapter 
book series. 

Henry and Mudge by Cynthia Rylant. 
Simon Spotlight. 1987. 

Gr 1-3–Lonely youngster Henry forms 
a fast friendship with Mudge, a large 
dog, and many adventures ensue in this 
beloved easy reader series. Viewers who 
enjoy Scooby and Shaggy’s budding 
friendship in their origin story should 
check out this series. 

The One and Only Ivan
Not yet rated 

The beloved Newbery Medal-winning 

T
his summer will likely look differ-
ent than any we’ve seen before, 
but that doesn’t mean you need 
to struggle to find good compan-

ion books for homebound young movie 
watchers. Here are read-alike sugges-
tions for movies and shows scheduled 
to hit big and small screens this season. 

The Half of It  
(NETFLIX) PG-13

High school nerd Ellie Chu writes let-
ters for goofy jock Paul to win over the 
girl they’re both secretly in love with. 
Fans of Netflix originals To All the Boys 
I’ve Loved Before and Sierra Burgess Is a 
Loser will be devouring this film, too. 

READ-ALIKES

The Summer of Jordi Perez and the Best                  
    Burger in Los Angeles by Amy Spalding.
   Sky Pony. 2018. 
Gr 7 Up–Abby Ives scores an internship 
at the quirky boutique clothing store  
of her dreams and develops a crush on 
her fellow intern Jordi. Viewers who 
love the sweet friendship between Ellie 
and Paul in the movie will enjoy this 
LGBT romance. 

We Are the Perfect Girl by Ariel Kaplan. 
Knopf. 2019. 

Gr 7 Up–Best friends Aphra and Beth-
any work together to help Bethany win 
the boy of her dreams. The Half of It is a 
retelling of Cyrano de Bergerac, and this 
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icle someone’s day, coping techniques, 
challenges, moments of joy, or views 
of how learning and working routines 

have altered. Essential workers and 
health care workers are specif-

ically asked to contribute if 
they can. 

Journal entries will be 
used as part of a living ar-
chive of women’s lives dur-
ing the pandemic and for 

online and physical exhib-
its, articles, and stories. The 

COVID-19 archives will be in 
the future physical site of the museum.

Until that building exists, NHWM 
will share excerpts, images, videos, and 
audio recordings from women across 
the country and around the world at  
womenshistory.org.—K.Y.

T
he National Women’s History 
Museum (NWHM) has launched 
Women Writing History: A 
Coronavirus Journaling Project 

(womenshistory.org/journal-project) to 
document this historic time and its im-
pact on women’s and girls’ lives through 
their own accounts. 

NWHM is asking individuals of all 
ages, backgrounds, cultures, and socio-
economic circumstances to journal for 
30, 60, 90, or 120 days, or any longer or 
shorter time period. These “journals” 
can be written accounts, voice or video 
recordings,  photographs, or original art-
works.  The primary goal of this project 
is “to capture the female voice and how 
the pandemic has impacted daily lives 
and perspectives.”

The World Economic Forum has doc-

umented the pandemic’s disproportion-
ate impact on women. While COVID-19 
is statistically causing more deaths in 
men where gender is noted, the jobs 
focused on combatting the ef-
fects are predominantly held 
by women. 

Women comprise 70 
percent of health and 
social services staff glob-
ally, according to the 
World Economic Forum. 
The majority of U.S. educa-
tors are female as well. There 
are also greater incidences of domes-
tic and gender-based violence histori-
cally in crises and reported during the 
stay-at-home orders.

NWHM wants to document all of 
these stories. Journal entries can chron-

Contribute to Women’s History Archive

https://www.womenshistory.org/journal-project
https://www.womenshistory.org
https://www.infobase.com/product/schools/learn360-subscription/
https://www.infobase.com/
mailto:sales@infobase.com
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Has the library collaborated with any of the 
following to help provide digital/online library 

services for children/teens?

How has the COVID-19 crisis impacted your 
library’s summer reading planning?

67%

24%
6% 2% 2%

Planning 
for online 
summer 
reading

Considering 
online 

contingencies

Don’t know Have not 
thought that 

far ahead

Planning for 
in-person 
summer 
reading 
as usual

Local teachers/
school system

Local government/
municipal agencies

Library vendors

School library peers

Local businesses/
employers

15%

22%

30%

33%

53%

What tasks pertaining to youth 
services are you working on while 

the library building(s) 
is closed to the public?

Total respondents: 531

Offering new or 
expanded virtual 

programming

67%

75%

Promoting children’s/ 
teens’ digital collection 

via social media/website

Recording virtual 
programming 

(e.g., story times)
78%

Planning 
summer 
reading

83%

Total respondents: 469

Total respondents: 478

Source: SLJ Youth Services in Public Libraries COVID-19 Response Survey 2020  Ԃ Illustrations by Qvasimodo/Getty Images

SLJ sur vey gauges the pandemic’s impact on public libraries

A Largely Unknown Future

Y
outh services librarians at public libraries around the country have 
been adjusting to closures and trying to plan for future program-
ming amid many unknowns. 

SLJ conducted the Youth Services in Public Libraries  
COVID-19 Response Survey from April 23 to May 5 and received re-
sponses from 570 public librarians. When it comes to spending on new 
materials and resources, about 26 percent are placing orders as usual, but 
nearly 30 percent say they have shifted spending priorities. And while they 
don’t know for sure yet, more than half of respondents (54 percent) are 
expecting youth services budgets to decrease for the 2020–21 fiscal year. 

Here is more of what we learned from the survey, including what tasks 
librarians spend most of their time on and how closures are going to impact 
popular summer reading programs.—SLJ staff

Most useful tools and support systems right now.
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fringe shorter or longer depending on 
preference and the size of the graphic 
on the front of your T-shirt. This is the 
same technique used to make those no-
sew fleece blankets.

After you create your fringe, double- 
knot the corresponding back and front 
fringe. This closes off the bottom of 
your shirt and makes it into a bag. 

If you have a sewing machine, you 
can turn your T-shirt inside out and sew 
it closed at the bottom, but it’s not nec-
essary.

After you have completely knotted off 
and closed the bottom of your T-shirt, 
you have a pretty cool tote bag made 
from a favorite old garment.

Instructables offers a different version 
of the no-sew tee to tote bag. This one re-
quires colored tape: bit.ly/3boGwh4.

ONLINE PROGRAMMING 

SEEMS like a natural—

and safe—option in these 

times, but there are impor-

tant things to consider with 

virtual programming.

Respect your staff.

Some people are not com-

fortable presenting them-

selves online. Remember, 

online is far- reaching and 

forever. It is not the same 

as local, in-person pro-

grams. Find ways to cre-

ate effective, engaging vir-

tual programming that can 

be effective and engag-

ing without asking your 

staff violate their personal 

boundaries.

Consider home resources.

Use few, readily avail-

able resources and avoid 

those that are scarce 

right now like toilet paper 

rolls, flour for baking, etc. 

Simple paper crafts like 

cootie catchers and ori-

gami are ideal.

Use the right tools.

Librarians doing online 

content need good lighting, 

backdrops, a tripod to hold 

your recording device, etc.

Copyright still matters.

As professionals who 

teach information litera-

cy, accessibility and, yes, 

copyright, it’s  vitally impor-

tant to continue to be that 

example and uphold the 

law. Even when it’s  wildly 

inconvenient to do so. 

And many publishers have 

changed their permissions 

temporarily.

Think long and hard 

about going live. 

Live programs are tech-

nically more difficult but 

also can create safety 

issues, be platforms for 

racists, and cause pub-

lic relations issues for the 

library. If you decide to 

run a live program, train 

staff to handle disruption 

and put all available safe-

guards in place.—K.J.

Virtual Dos and Don’ts

A fun craft idea for tweens and teens that can be led virtually

Programming Ideas: Upcycling Tees

BY KAREN JENSEN

E
veryone’s looking for virtual pro-
gramming ideas. They need to 
be accessible, which means craft 
projects must be made with items 

you are likely to have in your home, be-
cause no one is just running out to the 
store. Here’s where 26 years of teen pro-
gramming and knowledge of 101 things 
to do with a T-shirt come in handy.

All of those too-small T-shirts that you 
have waiting for thrift stores to open can 
be repurposed! As someone who loves a 
good tote bag, I want you to know that 
you can turn T-shirts into totes with 
nothing more than a pair of scissors. 
And you can make a quick DIY video 
about it to share with your patrons.

SUPPLIES:

1 old T-shirt

A pair of scissors

My daughter loves all things NASA, 
so she was heartbroken to toss this  
shirt onto the throw-away pile. I took 15 
minutes out of my day to turn it into an 
awesome tote bag for her.

To start, you’re going to lay out your 
T-shirt flat. Use your scissors to cut out 
the neck and snip off the sleeves. This 
will make your tote straps, so you’ll 
want to fit them to your size.

You are then going to cut a fringe 
around the bottom of edge of your tee. 
It needs to be long enough for you to 
double knot it, but you can make the 

For more ideas, see  “Five Ways to Trans-
form T-Shirts into Something New” from 
the “Teen Librarian Toolbox”  archives: 
bit.ly/3fE8E3d.

Karen Jensen is the children’s and YA materials 
selector at the Fort Worth (TX) Public Library. 
She blogs at “Teen Librarian Toolbox.”

https://www.instructables.com/id/No-Sew-T-Shirt-Tote-Bag-1/
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2017/07/makerspace-5-things-ways-we-transformed-t-shirts-into-something-new/
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/
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M
any grandparents and relatives love catching a 
glimpse of young family members on video chat. 
But it’s challenging to keep kids engaged for 
more than a few moments. While video chat is 

one of the few forms of screen time approved 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics 
for infants, it can also be chaotic and brief. 
These ideas use core early literacy practices 
to make the best of video encounters.

Playing 
Play peekaboo. This game can last longer 
if you hide behind interesting things! Incorpo-
rate scarves, puppets, or masks to draw it out. 
Afterward, use the puppet to tell a simple story. 

Play with Play-Doh. Dig out the toys like this 
that the grandkids and young relatives use 
when they visit. Take turns making things and 
showing each other your creations.

Have a tea party. Bring out the tea sets! Drink (real tea, 
juice, or water), eat cookies or crackers, and wear fun hats. 
Take turns sipping tea while having a chitchat. 

Play scavenger hunt. Send children on a hunt around the 
house for specific objects they will likely have. 

Reading
Read a board book or picture book. Librarians can cre-
ate a suggested book list for video chats. For babies and 
toddlers, choose titles with big, bold illustrations, rhyming 
words, or simple concepts like colors and shapes. Older 
toddlers and preschoolers can listen to longer stories—one 
or two a session. Some four-  to six-year-olds can sit for lon-
ger stretches to enjoy a chapter book or early reader. Locate 
books that are available for those on both sides of the video. 

Try nonfiction! It’s a great conversation starter. Encour-
age a family member to check out a library book or ebook 
on the child’s favorite topic. Readers don’t have to read the 
whole book—just what interests the child. 

Share nursery rhymes and poetry. They’re short,  playful, and 
many people know rhymes by heart. Make sure you include a 
few popular ebook anthologies for all family members to use. 

Bring out licensed characters. Using a book about a favor-
ite character may be a great way to get a young child’s atten-
tion. Familiar figures can get kids excited about reading.  

Talking
Eat a meal together. Discuss what you are eat-
ing, how it tastes, and let toddlers show off new 
skills like eating with a fork or drinking from 
a cup. Young children may also be more con-
tained, since they’ll be in a high chair! 

Show and tell. Bring a stack of interesting 
toys, dolls, or stuffed animals. Introduce each 
one using descriptive language—make it silly! 
 Toddlers can also introduce favorite toys.

Tell childhood stories. Young kids cherish tales 
from a loved one’s childhood. Ones where some-
one gets hurt or in trouble are often the most 
dramatic, or stories about life in “olden times.”

Play I Spy. Sit in front of an interesting backdrop, and take 
turns playing this fabulous, vocabulary-building game.
 
Singing 
Songs, rhymes, and fingerplays. Singing is a great way 
to engage infants and toddlers; it slows down language 
so they can hear small letter sounds. Encourage  family 
members to send the songs and rhymes they learn  
at storytime to those they’re video chatting with so all  
can share. 

Create a family band. Bring instruments, or pots and pans, 
and do a call-and-response game. For example, shake your 
shaker three times, and encourage your conversation part-
ner to do the same. 

Tell families not to get discouraged if these activities 
don’t always work. As long as they try something new and 
 different, they’ll create wonderful memories.

Jessica Ralli is coordinator of early literacy programs 
at the Brooklyn Public Library. Rachel G. Payne is 
 coordinator of early childhood services at BPL.

First Steps
BY RACHEL G. PAYNE AND JESSICA RALLI

Read, Play, and Sing via Video!
Ideas for family and caregivers virtually connecting with young children



New from Pura Belpré Author Award Winner 

CARLOS HERNANDEZ 

THE CONTINUED 
MULTIVERSE 
ADVENTURES OF 
SAL AND GABI 

★ “ A hilarious, heartwarming, and 
absolutely unmissable sequel.” 

   — KIRKUS REVIEWS 

(STARRED REVIEW) 

 ★ “ Hernandez writes with 
gleeful abandon . . .” 

   — BOOKLIST 

(STARRED REVIEW)

DISNEYBOOKS.COM  WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD

978-1-368-02283-5  •  $16.99 

https://books.disney.com/
https://rickriordan.com/rick-riordan-presents/


Who will ever forget the improbable cast of real-life spies and 

scientists he assembled in Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—

the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon (2012)? Or its spellbinding 

passages describing Knut Haukelid’s parachute jump into Norway 

and his daring race on skis to destroy the plant where Nazis were 

manufacturing heavy water for their nuclear program? 

Writing about the determination of the African American 

survivors of the 1944 explosion at a California naval yard in 

The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil 

Rights (2014), Native American football players in Undefeated: 

Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team 

(2017), and early 20th-century female aviators in Born to Fly: 

The First Women’s Air Race Across America (2019), Sheinkin 

has enthralled readers. The significance of these stories has 

not eluded his audience, as many Americans continue to fight 

for justice, civil rights, and the recognition that their lives, too, 

hold primacy. In Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Se-

cret History of the Vietnam War (2015, all Roaring Brook), the 

author evokes today’s headlines of whistleblowers and questions 

of governmental truth telling. Evident in each book is impec-

cable research that shines a light on the era and story through a historical, political, and social lens, 

while offering insight into the lives of those at the center. 

In addition to these and other captivating titles, the versatile Sheinkin produced a series of “Rabbi Har-

vey” graphic novels (Jewish Lights) and, more recently, the “Time Twisters” series (Roaring Brook), which 

are sure to challenge readers who question whether history can be exciting. In Sheinkin’s hands, it always 

is. Hats off to the 2020 Margaret A. Edwards Award winner.—Daryl Grabarek

Margaret A. Edwards Award winner Steve Sheinkin  

perfects the art of the rollicking true tale

ANS OF THIS YEAR’S MARGARET A. EDWARDS AWARD WINNER won’t be surprised to learn of  

Steve Sheinkin’s affinity for thrillers. Taut plotting, dramatic details, and a flair for storytelling  

have provided his readers with riveting scenes from history often missing in school books.  

Sheinkin has said that the road to narrative nonfiction began when he was working as a textbook 

writer and realized that all the best stories never made it on the page. His journey from that 

early career has been awe-inspiring. Sheinkin’s works have illuminated little-known accounts  

and events, and heroes whose lives, actions, and courage continue to reverberate today. 

Drawn to History

F
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IGURING OUT TO HOW TO HANDLE CLASSICS that critics say haven’t 

aged well can be tough for librarians charged with putting 

together school collections. Students have been reading To Kill a 

Mockingbird, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and the “Little 

House” series for generations, and for many years, having these 

“classics” available in school libraries was a given. But today, some media 

specialists are questioning the proper place for these and other novels. 

Just two years ago, the American Library Association (ALA) decided 

to drop Laura Ingalls Wilder’s name from its children’s literature award, 

citing her work’s “dated cultural attitudes toward Indigenous people and 

people of color.” The phrase “The only good Indian is a dead Indian” 

shows up multiple times in Little House on the Prairie. ALA was careful 

to note that renaming the award was not an attempt to “censor, limit, or 

deter access to Wilder’s books and materials.”

 Andy Spinks didn’t consider it to be censorship when he 
weeded Wilder’s series out of his collection at Campbell High 
School in Smyrna, GA, a suburban school about 20 minutes 
outside of Atlanta with a student body that’s 20 percent white. 

“These aren’t kids who are really going to be interested in 
rolling across the plains in a horse and buggy,” says Spinks, 
one of two library media specialists at the school.

Spinks stresses that he doesn’t support weeding to “inten-
tionally circumvent” reconsideration policies but notes that 
“problematic books also often meet the criteria for weeding.”

He adds that it’s not hard to discard a book or a collection when 

F
it’s somehow problematic and also unpopular with 
your students. 

But what about when a popular classic is also seen 
by some as problematic? 

“Sometimes I think people don’t know what to 
do with those books,” says Meg B. Allison, a teacher 
librarian at U-32 Middle and High School in East 
Montpelier, VT. 

The problem with Atticus Finch
Published in 1960, Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 
quickly became popular with readers throughout the 
country and around the world. The novel is set dur-
ing the Great Depression and tells the story of Atticus 
Finch, a small-town Alabama lawyer who takes the 
case of Tom Robinson, a Black man falsely accused of 
raping a white woman. The story is told through the 
eyes of Finch’s young daughter, Scout. The Pulitzer 
Prize winner has never been out of print. 

In 2018, PBS named it America’s favorite novel, 
following a national survey of nearly 4.3 million Americans.

“People love that book, but they ignore so many of the racist 
tropes and the depictions of people of color that are deroga-
tory,” says Julia E. Torres, a 2020 Library Journal Mover & 
Shaker and a teacher librarian who serves five schools through 
her job with Denver Public Schools.

 Critics say the novel perpetuates stereotypes about African 
Americans and doesn’t give its Black characters any agency. 
But the book is still assigned reading for many students, and it 
remains on the shelves at most high schools.  

“There’s a lot of area in between taking a book off the shelf 
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and deemphasizing it,” says Spinks. “To Kill a Mockingbird 
used to be my favorite book, so I would recommend it all the 
time. Now I don’t do that.”

Instead, Spinks says he encourages students who read it to 
keep in mind that the book examines “racism from a white 
perspective.”

The novel has faced frequent challenges for its language. The 
N-word is used liberally in the book, and some parents have 
complained that reading the book aloud in class is inappropriate. 

Fans of the book say it teaches tolerance and helps to awaken 
racial consciousness. 

That’s a point that Torres questions.
“If it were so successful at raising racial consciousness 

throughout the United States all these decades, why are peo-
ple still forbidding their students from reading The Hate U 
Give or going to see the movie?” Torres asks. “Also, if it [is 
being read] in high school, that’s pretty far along in the game 
for people to be learning about racial injustice or racialized 
aspects of our justice system.”

Torres has taught the novel a few times in the past, but if a 
teacher asks for her help teaching it today, she usually suggests 
another book, like Samira Ahmed’s Internment, set in the near 

What to do with “classic”  

books that are also racist  

and hurtful to students 

future, about a teen sent to a U.S. internment camp for Muslim 
American people. Or, she suggests they teach To Kill a Mock-
ingbird using excerpts or through a critical consciousness lens, 
which would include lessons on white saviorism and the weap-
onization of white women’s tears. 

Some librarians suggest using modern novels such as Angie 
Thomas’s The Hate U Give to provide context to classics.

“The themes of To Kill a Mockingbird are about coming of 
age and agency and finding one’s voice as a youngster,” says 
Allison. “Well, Angie Thomas does that very, very well with 
The Hate U Give, and so they’ve been augmenting and supple-
menting curriculum with some more contemporary choices, 
especially written by #OwnVoices authors.”

In 2015, author Corinne Duyvis started the #OwnVoices 
movement on Twitter. The movement aimed to support kid lit 
that spotlighted diverse characters written by writers from the 
same background. 

Sometimes authors backed by the movement face obstacles 
when it comes to getting their work in front of young readers in 
the classroom. The Hate U Give, which tells the story of Starr 
Carter, a Black high school student who witnesses the fatal shoot-
ing of her friend Khalil by a white police officer, has been chal-

lenged because of its language and its depiction of police.

Huck Finn and the N-word
Torres argues that many people who challenge 

these books ignore problematic classics 
such as Mockingbird and The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn. Mark Twain’s novel, 
which follows a white boy and a runaway 
slave who make their way along the Missis-
sippi River on a raft, includes the N-word 

hundreds of times. Torres notes that read-
ing it can cause distress for Black students, 

particularly if they’re the only one in a class. 
“A child of color sitting in the classroom lis-

tening to that word said over and over again with 
no discussion about it, which I know happens, that’s 
upsetting,” says Torres. 

Allison says that’s where a good teacher should 
step in and provide information about when the 
book was written and some of the factors that might 
have gone into Twain’s choice to use that word. 

“You have to understand that time period 
and what language was doing at the 

time and compare it to what 
we’re doing now and not just 

let students read that 
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series, originally published between 1940 and 

1955, chronicle the imaginings and adventures of 

a white girl growing up in a small Minnesota town 

at the turn of the century.

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry  

Finn by Mark Twain. 1884.

Twain’s novel regularly appears on the American 

Library Association’s list of the top frequently 

challenged and banned books, most often cited 

for its stereotypical depiction of Jim, a fugitive 

from slavery, and the novel’s use of the N-word. 

Though the book remains required reading in 

many school districts, educators are increas-

ingly seeing the need to offer contemporane-

ous #OwnVoices stories about the experiences 

of slavery and systemic oppression. For alterna-

tives to Twain’s exploration of the injustices of 

slavery through the lens of a white male, try:

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of 

Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. 

1845. Prestwick reprint, 2005. 

Gr 9 Up–A firsthand account of enslave-

ment and the early abolitionist movement, this 

memoir by the famed writer and orator, pub-

lished before the Civil War, contains harrowing 

descriptions of Douglass’s childhood and his 

eventual escape to the North.

 

Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. 

1976. Puffin reprint, 2004.

Gr 6 Up–Taylor’s beloved series following 

the Logan family includes several prequels, 

WHEN IT COMES TO RETHINKING CURRICULA, assigned reading, book club selections, and one-

on-one readers’ advisory interactions, it’s vital to offer young readers alternatives to books that 

may misrepresent their own cultures, reinforce racist or sexist ideas about particular groups, and 

contain dated vocabulary and pejorative descriptions. These books are widely considered clas-

sics of children’s and young adult literature and regularly appear on required reading lists. The 

titles accompanying each, a selection of contemporaneous literature and more modern works, 

can replace or be read in conjunction with the “classic” text.  

Alternatives to three flawed favorites
BY THE SL J  RE V IEWS EDITORS

The “Little House” series  

by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Many adult readers who have not reread the 

series since they were young may not recall 

the rampant anti-Native language and rac-

ism in Wilder’s work. The original text of Little 

House on the Prairie (1935) infamously includ-

ed the line “There were no people. Only Indians 

lived there,” in addition to the abhorrent state-

ment “The only good Indian is a dead Indian.” In 

addition to the dehumanizing descriptions and 

language used, many of Garth Williams’s illus-

trations depicting Native characters are inaccu-

rate and reinforce stereotypes. For richly real-

ized, family-centered, coming-of-age narratives 

that span several generations, try:

Erdrich, Louise. The “Birchbark House” series. 

HarperCollins. 

Gr 3-6–This multigenerational family saga 

begins in 1847, with The Birchbark House 

(1999), and follows the life of a young Ojibwe 

girl, Omakayas. The latest title in the series, 

Makoons (2016), is set in 1866 and stars the 

young son of the grown-up Omakayas, as the 

family moves from the rich forests of Minnesota 

to the Great Plains of the Dakota Territory. 

Lovelace, Maud Hart. The “Betsy-Tacy” series. 

William Morrow.

Gr 3 Up–Similar to Wilder’s “Little House” books, 

Lovelace’s series is semiautobiographical, and the 

books become progressively more complex as the 

protagonist matures. The 10 novels in the main 

sequels, and companion books. The first 

novel, which won the Newbery Medal in 1977, 

is set in rural Mississippi during the Great 

Depression and follows Cassie Logan, a young 

Black girl. Taylor explores the impact of rac-

ism’s legacy in the South and subverts the 

idea of the Mississippi River as a symbol of 

freedom, in contrast to Twain’s novel. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. 1960.

Lee’s classic is perhaps one of the most  

widely read, lauded, and taught American  

novels. Despite its wide appeal, many critics 

have cited the prevalence of the “white savior” 

trope (an overrepresented narrative in which  

a messianic white protagonist rescues people  

of color), the oversimplification of racism and 

white supremacy, and the flat, infantilizing 

characterization of the novel’s Black characters. 

For more realistic, complex depictions of the 

history of anti-Black racism and the ongoing 

fight for justice, try:

Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. 1952. Vintage 

reprint, 1995.

Gr 10 Up–In Ellison’s National Book  

Award–winning novel, an unnamed Black  

narrator experiences racial injustices and is 

ostracized as a Black man in a white world. 

Ellison employs an anti-realistic, Kafka-esque 

style, along with absurdist humor, that invites 

reflection and discussion. 

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr. with Tonya Bolden.  

Dark Sky Rising: Reconstruction and the 

Dawn of Jim Crow. Scholastic. 2019. 

Gr 9 Up–Both lyrical and scholarly, this 

work of nonfiction chronicles the changing 

rights of Black Americans in the wake of the 

Emancipation Proclamation, the addition of the 

13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution, and the Civil Rights Act of 1875, 

along with the rising tide of white violence that 

followed each step forward. 

Magoon, Kekla. How It Went Down. Holt. 2014. 

Gr 9 Up–When Tariq Johnson, a 16-year-old 

Black boy, is shot and killed by a white man, 

witnesses tell their version of events and how 

this act of racism and violence affects the 

entire community. Other contemporary nov-

els that tackle similar themes include Angie 

Thomas’s The Hate U Give, Nic Stone’s Dear 

Martin, and Jason Reynolds and Brendan 

Kiely’s All American Boys. 
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book in a classroom setting without some sort of con-
text and support,” says Allison. 

Kimberly N. Parker, assistant director of Shady 
Hill Teacher Training Center in Cambridge, MA, 
says that type of support is important when teach-
ing texts such as Huckleberry Finn. 

Parker, who holds a doctorate in curriculum and 
instruction, spent nearly 20 years in the classroom be-
fore taking on her current role and often taught the 
novel, which was required. 

“The problem is that we can do so much dam-
age and harm,” says Parker. “We do harm if we don’t 
teach that text in ways that are antiracist, if they are 
not culturally sensitive, and also if that’s the only 
time that children have to see themselves reflected 
in text. I’m really convinced that we can do better.”

Curation vs. censorship
Sometimes that impetus to do better comes from 
parents and other members of the community.

Miranda Doyle, district librarian for the Lake 
Oswego (OR) School District, where she oversees 
10 schools, says it’s not unusual for the district to 
receive informal requests to reconsider a book. 

“If it’s one of our assigned curriculum books, 
then I think it would be worth looking at whether 
that’s something we want to continue to teach, 
whereas if it’s in the library, I would advise leav-
ing it on the shelf as long as it’s something that is 
currently within the guidelines of what we have in 
the library,” says Doyle, who also serves as the intel-
lectual freedom chair for the Oregon Association of School 
Libraries. For many librarians like Doyle, the answer is to add 
more contemporary books to the collection through careful 
curation. “Making sure when we’re promoting books, when 
we’re putting up displays, when we’re doing reading programs 
and we’re adding to the curriculum that we are choosing books 
that are not problematic and are, in fact, diverse and respectful 
and from a wide variety of authors,” says Doyle.

That’s also the approach favored by Allison, who says she 
worries about librarians who pull books simply because they 
find them personally offensive.

“That’s a slippery slope, because for some people an LGBTQ 
character might be offensive,” says Allison. “I firmly believe 
in the freedom to read statement by the American Library 
Association that even books that are offensive to some people 
need to be available to students, so from the standpoint of my 
librarianship and my role in the library, I’m not removing texts, 
but I certainly may not promote them or display them.”

She cited her decision not to display the work of Sherman 
Alexie last year during Native American History Month.

“I put [out] Tommy Orange,” says Allison, referring to Orange’s 
novel There There, about 12 Native American characters con-
vening at the Big Oakland (CA) powwow. “I put other authors 
out, especially #OwnVoices authors, and try to be as inclusive as 
possible to have texts that are by authors from diverse perspec-
tives, but I’m not removing Sherman Alexie’s books from my 

library shelves because he’s somebody that’s been implicated 
in the MeToo movement.”

The author of several novels including the Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian has faced allegations of sexual ha-
rassment in recent years and issued a statement in 2018 acknowl-
edging “there are women telling the truth about my behavior.”

Still, librarians note that they’re trying to strike a delicate 
balance. “Trying not to censor and not to further oppression at 
the same time is challenging,” says Spinks.

Torres, who says she would never tell another educator not 
to teach a certain book, is not in favor of pulling texts from the 
shelves. “I believe in a child’s right to read what they want,” 
she says. 

But, she says, it’s important to allow the canon to grow and 
evolve.

“I do think teachers need to work together with their students 
to figure out what do we value as a community, what do we want 
to learn about, what are we curious about?” she says. “What 
texts can we bring into our community that will help us grow?”

Freelance journalist Marva Hinton is a contributing editor to 
Edutopia and the host of the “ReadMore” podcast, an interview 
show that primarily features authors of color.

Miranda Doyle, district librarian for Lake Oswego (OR) School 

District, stops by a shuttered high school during the pandemic.  
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By Brigid Alverson

Action-packed, 10 shonen manga must-reads

he best-selling manga in the United States are almost all shonen series, and all of those top titles 

are published by Viz—which, as we will see, is no coincidence.

“Shonen” is Japanese for “boy,” and shonen manga is targeted at teenagers, although many 

series are popular with teenage girls (and older readers) as well, both in the United States and 

in Japan. The shonen category encompasses different genres: science 

fiction, action, mystery, romance. When Americans speak of “shonen manga,” 

however, they are often referring to action-adventure tales with a bit of comedy 

mixed in, which is the most popular type of story. 

In Japan, the best-selling manga magazine is Weekly Shonen Jump, which has 

dominated the market for decades and is home to such classic manga series as 

“Naruto,” “One Piece,” and “My Hero Academia.” 

Viz has emerged as a manga powerhouse in North America, in part because 

the publisher of Weekly Shonen Jump is a parent company of Viz, granting it direct 

access to many of the most popular series in Japan. Viz has published an American 

version of Shonen Jump for years, first as a paper magazine, then as a digital publica-

tion, and now as an app. Viz also uses the Shonen Jump imprint for many of its series, whether or not they 

actually run in the Japanese magazine. 

Shonen manga with the broadest appeal generally have the same features as other popular stories. Shonen 

heroes are often underdogs or, at best, average guys who have a special ability or destiny—much like Harry 

Potter. Most series feature a large cast of memorable characters, which not only makes the stories more inter-

esting but also allows for lots of cosplay. A few factors are specific to manga, however.

T
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Anime, which has a wider audience 
than manga, often drives the popular-
ity of a series, and if the story is further 
along in the manga, readers may cross 
over to see what happens next. Long-
running series usually have a num-
ber of story arcs, which correlate with 
anime seasons, so the story refreshes 
from time to time. The most popular 
type of manga, shonen is commonly 
pirated. Numerous “scanlation” sites 
carry bootleg translations or even out-
right scans of American editions. In re-
sponse, manga publishers have stepped 
up their digital presence. For Shonen 

Jump, Viz offers the first three chap-
ters and the most recent chapters on 
its website and apps for free. For other 
series, it offers the first chapter. In addi-
tion, all series are available digitally on ComiXology, Kindle, and 
the Viz apps. And the Shonen Jump series are also available on 
Viz’s Shonen Jump app, which offers unlimited reading for $1.99 
a month.

With that, here’s a look at the best-selling shonen manga in 
American bookstores. These series are ongoing in Japan.

“Beastars.” Paru Itagaki. Viz (Viz Signature).
Gr 10 Up–Cherryton Academy is a school for anthropomorphized 
animals. The carnivores and the herbivores, predators and prey, 
are housed in different dorms but mingle in classes and clubs, 
which, predictably, leads to tension. 

The story opens with the brutal murder of a student in the 
Drama Club, and the herbivores suspect a carnivore is the cul-
prit. Legoshi, a gray wolf, is the chief suspect, but he seems like 
a gentle, quiet guy, and he has a crush on Haru, a dwarf rabbit 
(and a friend of the murdered classmate). The friction between 
the groups and the characters’ struggle to keep their animal in-
stincts in check have obvious parallels in the real world, and 
Itagaki’s skillfully drawn characters are human enough to make 
them recognizable as people one might encounter in real life. 
Launched just last year, the series quickly built a following. Vol-
ume 6 released in mid-May, and the anime started its Netflix run 
in March.

“Beastars”
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“Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba.” Koyoharu Gotouge. 
Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–In this story set in early 20th-century rural 
Japan, teenager Tanjiro supports his family by selling 
charcoal after the death of his father. One night while 
he is away, demons slaughter his family, leaving only 
his younger sister Nezuko—who has become a demon. 
With some vestiges of human emotion, she seems to 
recognize that Tanjiro is her brother. The series follows 
Tanjiro’s quest to avenge his family and find a way to 
make his sister human again. The manga and anime 
have striking visuals; Gotouge uses hatching and pat-
terns, departing from the smoother effect favored by 
other manga creators; Tanjiro’s checked coat is particu-
larly recognizable. Not surprisingly, this series is popular 
with cosplayers. There are 12 volumes available so far.

“Dragon Ball Super.” Akira Toriyama. illus. by Toyotarou. 
Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–Akira Toriyama’s “Dragon Ball” was one of the 
first manga/anime series to come to English-language 
audiences and one of the most popular as well. The series 
followed the adventures of Son Goku, who grows from 
a boy to a man as he masters the martial arts, channels 
his own super strength, and seeks out the seven Dragon 
Balls. In “Dragon Ball Super,” Goku has defeated the 

villain Boo, saved Earth, and settled down to an ordinary life as a 
farmer. But the God of Destruction, Beerus, breaks the monotony 
when he arrives to challenge Goku. To fight Beerus, Goku channels 
the energy of five other heroes and becomes the Super Saiyan God, 
which endows him with new powers and sends him off on a new set 
of adventures, battling old and new enemies throughout the universe. 
In other words, if you liked “Dragon Ball,” you’ll like “Dragon Ball 
Super.” Volume 9 debuts in early June, and there is an anime as well.

“Dr. Stone.” Riichiro Inagaki. illus. by Boichi. Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–High school student Taiju is about to confess his love 
for classmate Yuzuriha when a sudden flash of light fills the sky 
and all humanity turns to stone. Taiju breaks from his stone co-
coon, 3,700 years later, to learn that his genius friend Senku has 
already emerged and is busy re-creating all of 21st-century technol-
ogy from this literal Stone Age. Together they revive Yuzuriha, but 
when conflict and violence enter their Eden, Senku and Taiju split 
up and go in different directions to evade their antagonist. Senku 

“Boruto: Naruto Next Generations.” Masashi 
Kishimoto. Script by Ukyo Kodachi. 
illus. by Mikio Ikemoto. Viz (Shonen 
Jump).
Gr 7 Up–“Naruto” was the best-selling 
manga in the U. S. during its run, which 
concluded in 2014 with Volume 72. 
“Naruto” was in many ways the classic 
shonen manga: The hero, Naruto, was 

the village outcast, but he trained hard to become a ninja, went on 
numerous missions with a group of loyal friends, and ultimately be-
came the Hokage, or leader of his village. “Boruto” is the story of his 
son, who has special talents and adventures of his own. Kishimoto, 
creator of “Naruto,” supervises this series, and Ikemoto was his chief 
assistant. So “Boruto” has a similar feel to the original. The first story 
follows the plot of Boruto: Naruto the Movie, and a television anime 
picks up the story after that. There are eight volumes available in Eng-
lish so far, with Volume 9 publishing in August.

“Boruto: Naruto Next Generations”
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fun comes from the sheer variety and weirdness of the characters. 
But “One Piece” has a strong friendship theme, which also accounts 
for reader loyalty. This long-running series has an anime, and both 
the anime and the manga are broken into discrete story arcs. Viz 
published Volume 93 in April.

“One-Punch Man.” ONE. illus. by Yusuke 
Murata. Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–Bored with life, a young 
man, Saitama, sets out to become a 
superhero. He trains so hard that his 
hair falls out, but he is so strong that 
he can defeat any villain with a single 
punch. So he’s still bored. Saitama 
and his cyborg sidekick, Genos, join a 
superhero guild and are tasked when-
ever supervillains attack their city. 
ONE and Murata delight in creating a 
huge cast of heroes and villains, some 

totally badass, some ridiculous (such as Pineapple, whose costume 
is festooned with giant pineapple rings). Blending action and com-
edy, “One-Punch Man” is both a great superhero comic and a lov-
ing parody of the genre. Nineteen volumes are currently available in 
English, and there is an anime.

“The Promised Neverland.” Kaiu Shirai. illus. by Posuka Demizu. Viz 
(Shonen Jump).
Gr 10 Up–The orphans of Grace Field House lead a seemingly idyl-
lic existence, with good food, spacious grounds to play on, and a lov-
ing “Mom.” Yet they all have numbers tattooed on their necks. In 
fact, as the three oldest and smartest children, Emma, Norman, and 
Ray, discover one night, the orphanage is actually a farm, and the 
children are being raised as meat. Those who leave are not going to 
foster families but to a monster’s dinner table. So the three plot their 
escape. Emma insists on rescuing all of the children, which Norman 
and Ray fear will be impossible. This plays out as a cat-and-mouse 
game with Mom. Once the orphans escape, the world around them 
is unrelentingly hostile. The art is beautiful and detailed, but there 
are some gruesome sequences; the first volume includes disturbing 
images of a young girl who has been killed by the monsters. For those 
who can handle that, it’s a great action/suspense story. Volume 15 
and an anime arrive in June.

Brigid Alverson edits the blog “Good Comics for Kids.”

finds a village where people escaped petrification, so they have a 
primitive lifestyle but also some knowledge of science. What makes 
this series so fun is watching Senku make gunpowder, soap, even a 
bottle of cola out of materials at hand. Senku applies real scientific 
methods, definitely of the “don’t try this at home” variety. Volume 
11 was released in May, and there is an anime, too.

“Komi Can’t Communicate.” Tomohito Oda. Viz (Shonen Sunday).
Gr 7 Up–This is the only romance on the list, and it’s a comedy. 
Komi is incredibly beautiful and she never speaks, so her classmates 
find her elegant and standoffish. In fact, she’s extremely shy, as her 
classmate Tadano discovers. Tadano is pretty shy himself, and his 
initial goal was to get through high school without being noticed, 
but when he finds out about Komi’s problem, he is determined to 
help her overcome it by making 100 friends. That takes them both 
way out of their comfort zone. And hilarity ensues. This manga 
has been a best seller since the first volume came out in mid-2019. 
The artwork is smooth and easy to follow, and the story is broken 
into very short chapters, so it’s easy to dip in and out. Volume 7 is 
scheduled for June.

“My Hero Academia.” Kohei Horikoshi. Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–Currently the best-selling manga in America, “My Hero 
Academia” is set in a world where more than half the population 
is born with “quirks,” or specialized superpowers. Izuku Midoriya is 
born quirkless, and on of his schoolmates, Katsuki Bakugo, mocks 
him. That all changes when the most powerful superhero, All Might, 
bestows his power on Midoriya and has him attend UA, an elite train-
ing school for superheroes. There’s a large and varied cast, plenty of 
humor, and battles to boot. Best of all, Horikoshi gets free rein to 
create bizarre heroes and outlandish villains. Volume 24 publishes 
in June, and there is an anime series. Spin-offs include “My Hero 
Academia Vigilantes,” a manga series set in the same world with dif-
ferent characters, and the four-panel parody manga “My Hero Aca-
demia: Smash!!”  

“One Piece.” Eiichiro Oda. Viz (Shonen Jump).
Gr 7 Up–Although “One Piece” is not as popular in the U. S. as in 
Japan, it does have a devoted fandom in North America. The series 
centers on Luffy D. Monkey and the Straw Hat Pirates, who roam 
the Earth in search of the mythical treasure One Piece. This takes 
them to strange lands and leads them into epic battles with entire 
armies, all filled with outsize personalities and crazy details. Even 
after 93 volumes, Oda’s still shines. In this shonen series, a lot of the 

http://blogs.slj.com/goodcomicsforkids/


34    | JUNE 2020 

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rte

s
y o

f S
rip

a
d

 S
u

re
s
h

b
a

b
u

By Wayne D’Orio

When it comes to science and tech, let kids take charge of the learning 

ripad Sureshbabu (pictured) nearly had the scoop of the 

century. Last year, the then 16-year-old junior from Cu-

pertino (CA) High School turned his fascination with 

biology into award-winning work. 

His project garnered first place in biological science at the Syn-

opsys Science Fair; he was a semifinalist at the USA Biolympiad. 

Now here he was, onstage, closing the first Teen TEDx event at his 

high school. Sureshbabu was talking passionately about how germs 

can evolve faster than the medicines we create and how we needed 

nanotechnology and artificial intelligence (AI) to keep pace. 

Sureshbabu was not specifically describing the potential 

of viruses to wreak havoc on the world. He was focusing in-

stead on antibiotic-resistant bacteria. In a white dress shirt and 

dark suit, he stalked the stage, imploring his audience to pay 

Teen-Led

more attention to “superbugs,” those strains of bacteria that 
are resistant to all antibiotics. He discussed how we could 
fight this trend by harnessing AI and phage therapy, the abil-
ity to create a “good” virus that invades bacterial cells to stop 
the “bad” bacteria. 

In addition to pursuing his own STEM research, Suresh-
babu is one of many teens taking an active part in creating 

STEM programming around these topics at school 
and public libraries. As STEM education nears its 
20th anniversary—the acronym was introduced in 
2001 by administrators at the U.S. National Sci-
ence Foundation—the push to include technol-
ogy and engineering with the staples of math and 
science has permeated nearly every school and li-

brary. Maker labs, many stuffed with technology including 
3-D printers and laser cutters, along with more traditional 
tech like sewing machines, invite teenagers to innovate and 
learn cutting-edge skills. 

In many of these environments, educators are turning 
the keys over to the kids, in keeping with the understanding 
that teen-led activities often have the most staying power. 

S

STEM
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Left: Lereca Rodrigues, co-president of 
the Black Student Union at  Sharon (MA) 
High School, wears a button the group 
produced in the library makerspace.

Below: The Teen Advisory Board from last 
year’s Teen TEDx event at the Cupertino 
(CA) Public Library.

Top-down instruction often doesn’t engage teens, because 
it can put an artificial limit on what they might make, dis-
cover, or learn. Libraries from Sureshbabu’s tech-saturated 
Cupertino to Libertyville, IL, are programming in a way 
that allows teens to create and promote STEM programs to 
stir interest and boost learning.

Open-ended exercises
“We have our best luck when [students] already know about 
a topic and they can tell us about it,” says Heather Love Bev-
erley, assistant manager of youth services at the Cook Me-
morial Public Library District in Libertyville. The library 
where Beverley works is located near a school, and she says 

that in pre–COVID-19 times, it was filled with up to 120 
teens after school, making it easy to talk with students and 
find out what programs they might prefer. 

The district includes two libraries and typically runs two 
STEM activities per summer, she adds. Her best programs 
offer students competition (“even without a prize,” she adds) 
and allow the teens to use directions simply as a “jumping-off 
point.” In the past, students have worked on creating the fast-
est zip lines and building a switch-operated catapult. 

The same dynamics are at play in Cupertino, where a 
teen advisory board informs much of what teen services 
librarian Matt Lorenzo programs throughout the year. 

“The teens here are very tech-savvy,” he says, so the li-
brary—located in the middle of Silicon 
Valley—naturally has a big STEM focus. 
Teens helped initiate the library’s first 
overnight hackathon three years ago, be-
gin the Teen TEDx series that kicked off 
with Sureshbabu last year, and create an 
online app design contest. 

“They take a lot of pride and owner-
ship in programs they have developed,” 
Lorenzo says. The bustling library typi-
cally holds four to five events for teens 
every month. 

In nearby San Jose, senior librarian 
Lizzie Nolan says the Martin Luther 
King Library certainly serves a swath 
of tech-savvy teens while also striving 
to create programming for teens who 
might feel intimidated by some of the 
cutting-edge tools. 

One way Nolan makes sure to hold 
teens’ interest is to keep up on what 
schools in the area are teaching and of-
fering for clubs. For instance, robotics 
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is “well-covered ground” in San Jose, she says, so to reach 
teens who have grown up with a tech background, the li-
brary emphasizes computer technology or how to use sci-
ence to combat global warming. 

“Tech is what fuels this city, but there’s a whole other 
side to San Jose,” she says, where low-income families live 
in close proximity to extreme wealth. She found that cre-
ating general-interest programs and “sneaking” in equip-
ment such as a 3-D printer drew students more broadly 
than a hyped-up tech program that might scare them off 
before they start. 

Teen attractions
Nolan and other librarians say that one fail-safe rule to 
follow is to run STEM programs that allow teens not only 
to create something, but also to have something to take 
home when finished. Nolan finds the laser cutter at her 
library to be more popular than the 3-D printer, because it 
is easier to set up and students can create a detailed design 
quickly. Students have created keychains as well as items 
from wood and cardboard, she says. 

Library media specialist Emily Bredberg has run STEM 
programs in an elementary school and her current posi-
tion at Shrewsbury (MA) High School. While she finds 
the youngest learners more willing to experiment, she has 
found that teens need a more controlled environment that 
points them in a particular direction. 

“High school students are really great at challenges and 
when the [project] is part of their curriculum,” Bredberg 
says. While she doesn’t have a formal teen advisory board, 
the student-run iPad repair center based in her library gives 
her easy access to technology-loving students. 

Cathy Cormier, the program manager at The Mix, 
San Francisco Public Library’s (SFPL) teen center, got a 
$100,000 federal grant to create a teen center in 2015. She 
allowed teens to help design the space, where the recording 
studio is a popular draw. It’s not complicated, Nolan says. 
“Every middle or high school student wants to be a YouTube 
star.” The Mix also has an extensive maker studio, multiple 
gaming opportunities, and a video studio, as well as a laptop 
lending kiosk, desktops, a record player, and a typewriter.

No matter the bells and whistles, it can be hard to get 
some high schoolers to commit to a program because their 
time can be gobbled up by schoolwork, sports, and college 
applications, Bredberg notes. 

That was the case at nearby Sharon (MA) High School, 
compounded by the fact that the maker space is located in 
the back of the library, so some students just don’t see what’s 
available. To start, school librarian Cathy Collins moved 
some of her simpler tools, such as Sphero balls, to a table in 
the hallway, where students spend much more time experi-
menting with them. 

Taking a more direct approach, Collins sought to inte-
grate her work with existing curricula. A recent win oc-
curred when an AP psychology teacher brought her abstract 
thinkers into the library, challenging students to make a 
model of a neuron. 

“These are students who had little interest in STEM,” 
Collins says. They had fun creating their models and now 
know what tools the library has, so they’re more likely to 
return later. 

The future was on every librarian’s mind as most program-
ming ground to a halt on account of COVID-19. With so 
much uncertainty about when libraries will reopen, these 
experts shared their best guesses for what types of program-
ming might lure teens back when in-person activities restart. 

“Rather than programming, I’m going to put out things 
so [teens] can engage with their friends,” says Bredberg. 
When it is safe to gather, she thinks board games and 
simple tools such as LEGO will be hits. 

Beverley knows that with summer programming can-
celed, she’s losing the most popular time of year to attract 
teens. “It’s going to be a slow return to programming,” she 
says, adding that she’ll probably concentrate on Friday after-
noon offerings, because that can be one block teens are free. 

Despite coronavirus worries, Lorenzo says that his teen 
advisers were so excited about last year’s Cupertino Teen 
TEDx they are already planning a new one for this year. 
“We’ll do it virtually, using Zoom,” he says. While it won’t 
be the same as speaking to a room full of 100 people, Lo-
renzo says that 30 students have already auditioned to be 
one of the program’s six speakers. 

The virus is making us “rethink our safety,” Lorenzo 
says. But when his library reopens, he predicts teens will 
soon follow. “They’ll be excited to get back and use our 
resources and hang out.” 

Wayne D’Orio is a veteran editor and reporter and a regular 
contributor to the Hechinger Report.  

“Every middle or high school student 
wants to be a YouTube star.”

The recording studio is a popular draw at SFPL’s The Mix.

CATHY CORMIER, PROGRAM MANAGER



•  High-interest topics and an accessible lower reading level 
makes this series perfect for all readers

•   Swift, easy-to-digest plots and short time frames simplify 
the comprehension of the story

•  Edgy and colorful cover art make the books attractive and cool

•  5-page suspenseful preview introduces the story

•  Sidebars offer interesting facts parallel to the focus of the story

•  Short chapters and numerous illustrations make the text less 
intimidating

•  A backmatter section that includes maps, diagrams, interviews 
and graphs exposes readers to a    varied array of nonfi ction 
texts and features

•  Glossaries explain diffi cult terms in a way that makes them 
easy to understand

Did Bigfoot really exist? How can bodies be preserved in a swamp for more than two thousand years? 
High-interest topics, real stories, accessible text, engaging design, and astonishing photos are the 

building blocks of this new series.

4 title set • $116.00  •  48 pp each • Reading Level: Ages 8-10  Interest Level: Ages 8-13 

X B O O K S

STARRED 

REVIEW! 

https://www.scholastic.com/home/


greatbooks

15 engaging and  accessible 

series for  reluctant and 

striving readers

Mighty Reads
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a second to third grade reading level, 
these quality, relatable novels are ideal 
for students at the middle school level 
who benefit from ultra-readable formats.

JACOBS, Evan. VCR from Beyond. 88p. ISBN 
9781680217605.

SHELTON, Donna. Lucky Me. 88p. ISBN 
9781680217599.

––––. The Secret Room. 91p. ISBN 
9781680217582.

ea vol: (Vintage Rose Mysteries). 
Saddleback. Feb. 2020. pap. $8.95.
Gr 5-8–Tweens come across strange 
and supernatural objects at the Vintage 
Rose Antique Shop in this series with a 
 macabre edge, written between a second 
and third grade reading level.  Tenley 
and her family inherit the  antiques 
shop from a long-lost aunt in The Secret 
Room. When Tenley  discovers a stash 
of hidden objects in the basement, she 
unleashes a possessed doll. The magical 
items she finds set the stage for the rest 
of the series. In Lucky Me, Ana’s good 
luck charm, a rabbit’s foot from the an-
tiques shop, wreaks havoc as she starts 
at a new school. Alex  purchases a VCR 
from the store in VCR from Beyond, and 
begins acting erratically after watching 
the tape inside. Readers will enjoy the 
mythology-building that occurs between 
the books, with different characters and 
incidents slyly mentioned across the 
titles. VERDICT At less than 100 pages 

Middle Grade  

& Tween

CHAN, Marty. Haunted Hospital. 144p. ISBN 
9781459826205.

JOYCE, Mere. Jelly Roll. 120p. ISBN 
9781459826298.

KUIPERS, Alice. Pia’s Plans. 112p. ISBN 
9781459823785.

LEVY, Joanne. Fish Out of Water. 144p. ISBN 
9781459826595.

ea vol: (Orca Currents). Orca. Aug. 2020. 
pap. $10.95.
Gr 5-8–Teens grapple with real-life 
 issues including anxiety, gender roles, 
and bullying in these latest releases. In 
Jelly Roll, Jenny learns to stand up for 
herself while working with Austin, who 
bullies her because of her weight. Fish 
wants to learn to knit socks for his bar 
mitzvah project in Fish Out of Water, 
but is frustrated by the gender stereo-
types he encounters pursuing passions 
others consider “girly.” In Pia’s Plans, 
Pia confronts her perfectionism and 
anxiety while fighting with her best 

friend and sustaining an injury before a 
big track meet. A group of four friends 
get more than they bargained for dur-
ing a paranormal role-playing game in 
an abandoned hospital in the suspense-
ful,  horror-inspired Haunted Hospital, 
which deals with topics such as illness 
and homelessness. These titles all in-
clude dyslexia-friendly features, such 
as ample spacing between words, a 
highly readable font, and  colored paper 
to  reduce contrast. VERDICT Written at 

By Kathryn Justus 

ith controlled vocabularies and short page counts, hi-lo 

( high-interest, low-readability) books present engaging, age- 

appropriate options for students reading below their grade level. 

These books feature fast-moving plots, authentic characters, and engaging 

topics written with accessibility in mind. By bridging the gap between 

what students can and want to read, hi-lo texts are designed to help build 

fluency and comprehension. 

This roundup of new and forthcoming series highlights a wide range 

of titles for collections serving elementary, middle, and high school 

 audiences, with books ranging from first grade to fourth grade reading 

levels. From survival stories to edgy YA fiction to nonfiction explorations 

of mythology and sports, there is something here for every interest.
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H
AUGUSTINE, Myriad. Ace of Hearts. 
160p. ISBN 9781459415027; ISBN 
9781459415003.

CORREIA, Tony. Prom Kings. 176p. ISBN 
9781459414099; ISBN 9781 
459414075.

HARWOOD-JONES, Markus. We Three. 

168p. ISBN 9781459414730; ISBN 
9781459414716.

LIANG, Bridget. What Makes You Beautiful. 

168p. ISBN 9781459414136; ISBN 
9781459414112. 

ea vol: (Real Love). Lorimer. Aug. 2020. 
Tr $27.99. pap. $8.99. 

Gr 9 Up–This series starring LGBTQ+ 
characters explores teen romance through 
an intersectional lens. Jassie has feelings 
for two different people at her summer 
camp in We Three, but must navigate new 
territory when the three begin to date as a 
triad. In Ace of Hearts, Alvin grapples with 
others’ expectations for his romantic life 
after he starts at a new school and realizes 
he is asexual. Charlie uses rom-com cli-
chés to try to get a date to the prom with 
his dream guy only to fall for his wing-
man in Prom Kings. Against the backdrop 
of the protagonist’s conservative family’s 
expectations, What Makes You Beautiful 
follows Logan as she starts questioning 
her assigned gender and transitions to her 
true identity as Veronica. The books pres-
ent vibrant, supportive queer communi-
ties, and characters are both ethnically 
and neurodiverse. Written at an upper-
elementary reading level, these titles are 
on the longer side for hi-lo fiction, but the 
fast-moving YA romantic plots will keep 
readers engaged. VERDICT These texts 
stand out for their authentic depictions of 
LGBTQ+ teens; recommended for high 
school collections.

CARTER, Brooke. Double or Nothing. 152p. 
ISBN 9781459823815.

SHIPLEY, Jocelyn. Stranded. 120p. ISBN 
9781459823891.

SPIDER, Star. Hey Jude. 96p. ISBN 9781 
459826359.

ea vol: (Orca Soundings). Orca. Aug. 
2020 pap. $10.95.
Gr 8 Up–These gritty novels, which 
include ultra-readable features like in-
creased spacing and dyslexia-friendly 
fonts, depict teens grappling with issues 
such as addiction and mental illness. In 

each, these slim volumes are an enter-
taining twist on the horror genre.

TADDONIO, Lea. Frankensteve. ISBN 9781 
532135019.

––––. A Hairy Problem. ISBN 9781 
532135026.

––––. Hallow-Weenie. ISBN 9781532135033.
––––. Pain in the Neck. ISBN 9781 

532135040.
ea vol: 48p. (Shiverwood Academy). 
ABDO/Magic Wagon. 2019. Tr $19.95.
Gr 3-8–Vampires, werewolves, and 
monsters attend Shiverwood Academy 
in this new middle grade series. While 

the setting is spooky and the characters 
are supernatural, the problems they nav-
igate are all too human. In Frankensteve, 
Steve worries about embarrassing 
 himself trying out for the talent show 
because his limbs fall off. Jackson is a 
werewolf navigating his body’s changes 
during the full moon in A Hairy Prob-
lem. In Hallow-Weenie, Damien fears 
disappointing his dad, the bogeyman, 
when he reveals he would rather give 
people treats than scare them. Colin, a 
vampire, feels like he is lacking because 
his fangs have not grown in yet in Pain 
in the Neck. These relatable stories of 
growing up feature bright layouts and  
cartoon-inspired graphics. Short chap-
ters are easy to read with three to four 
sentences per page and bold fonts 
 accenting different words. VERDICT 

Written at a second grade reading level, 
this series is a charming hi-lo alternative 
to Jack Chabert’s “Eerie Elementary” 
and Kate Klise’s “43 Old Cemetery 
Road” series.

YA Fiction

AINSLIE, Claire. Detained. 96p. ISBN 
9781541556928; ISBN 9781541572911.

BAILEY, Loren. Star-Crossed. 105p. ISBN 
9781541556904; ISBN 9781541572935.

PRATT, Jeffrey. Team Player. 104p. ISBN 
9781541556898; ISBN 9781541572942.

RICHMAN, Sarah. Family Ties. 102p. ISBN 
9781541556911; ISBN 9781541572928.

ea vol: (AI High). Lerner/Darby Creek. 
2019. Tr 19.99. pap. $7.99.
Gr 6 Up–This science fiction series takes 
place in a future where human and android 

teenagers attend high school together after 
decades of discrimination and separation. 
Each title, written at a fourth grade reading 
level, explores the friction and friendships 
that develop as the students adapt to this 
new situation. Star-Crossed follows Alyssa, 
a human, and Reid, an android, as they de-
velop feelings for each other and begin dat-
ing, despite objections from both of their 
families. In Team Player, Danny is threat-
ened when an android player takes his spot 
on the football team. He and the team 
grapple with the implications that her 
heightened abilities bring to the sport. Max 
begins vandalizing in protest of android 
discrimination in Detained. When he gets 
placed in detention, he meets a human 
named Oliver, but their friendship endan-
gers both of their places in their commu-
nities. In Family Ties, Julie questions her 
family’s prejudiced views after becoming 
friends with a group of androids. VERDICT 
“AI High” effectively builds a world using a 
unique premise, with themes of prejudice 
that parallel the real world.
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O’BRIEN, Alex. The Comeback. 120p. ISBN 
9781459414822; ISBN 9781459414808.

SANDOR, Steven. Easy Out. 120p. ISBN 
9781459414907; ISBN 9781459414884.

ea vol: (Sports Stories). Lorimer. Aug. 
2020. Tr $27.99. pap $8.99.
Gr 5-8–The athletes in these stories must 
overcome setbacks to succeed. In The 
Comeback, Chris’s psychologist suggests 

Double or Nothing, teen genius Ester 
deals with a debilitating gambling ad-
diction. When she falls into debt after 
a high-stakes poker game, she and her 
sister become embroiled in a risky plot 
with a dangerous pair of gangsters. Kipp 
is living on the streets while grieving the 
loss of his girlfriend from an overdose 
in the suspenseful Stranded. When a 
wealthy stranger invites him to stay with 
her, he jumps at the chance but learns 
that another boy disappeared in the 
house. In Hey Jude, Penny is weighed 
down by her responsibilities at home, 
where she is caring for her younger sister 
who has depression. When Jack, who is 
trans, captures her heart, she must learn 
to prioritize herself. The realistic themes 
are woven seamlessly within compelling 
plots and explored through relatable 
characters. VERDICT These engaging, 
fast-paced books are written at a third 
grade reading level and depict difficult 
topics with sensitivity.

Sports and Action

COLEMAN, K.R. Off Course. 103p. ISBN 
9781541556881; ISBN 9781541573000.

LAROCHE, Jannette. Stranded. 93p. ISBN 
9781541556867; ISBN 9781541573024.

MARTIN, R.T. Spinning Out. 93p. ISBN 
9781541556850; ISBN 9781541573017.

NEAL, Elizabeth. Heat Wave. 90p. ISBN 
9781541556874; ISBN 9781541572997.

ea vol: (Road Trip). Lerner/Darby Creek. 
Jan. 2020. Tr 19.99. pap. $7.99
Gr 6 Up–On road trips that quickly turn 
catastrophic, teens must rely on grit and 
determination to survive life-threatening 
situations.  In Spinning Out, two couples 
on their way to a ski resort get lost in a 
treacherous snowstorm. Tempers flare 
after Jesse and Kevin lose their way and 
must hike through the woods in Stranded. 
A trio of friends head to a music festival in 
Heat Wave, only to get lost in the desert 
with a flat tire. In Off Course, twins Nora 
and Livi are on their way to a college 
interview when they veer off the road to 
find a hidden movie set. Relatable rela-
tionship drama between siblings, friends, 
and significant others is woven into the 
high-stakes action in these titles written 
at a fourth grade reading level. VERDICT 

The entertaining plots pack a punch and 
are an excellent choice for striving read-
ers in middle and high school, particu-
larly adrenaline seekers.

HOWLING, Eric. Long Bomb. 128p. ISBN 
9781459414846; ISBN 9781459414846.

LEVITT, Mike. Rugby Rivals. 128p. ISBN 
9781459414945; ISBN 9781459414921.

FEATURING POPULAR NONFICTION SERIES
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level and uses a controlled  vocabulary, 
with around three sentences per page. 
 Despite the low page count of each 
volume and the brevity of the text, 
each book is full of facts and effectively 
conveys these substantial topics. A glos-
sary and table of contents are included, 
along with a QR code that links to a 
website with curated online resources. 
Ample use of primary source images 
and modern photographs of athletes 
makes the titles suitable for older stu-
dents.  VERDICT Highly readable for striv-
ing readers and full of information, this 
series is  recommended for school and 
public  libraries serving hi-lo readers.

BESEL, Jen. Fox Pups. ISBN 9781 
623101381.

––––. Kittens. ISBN 9781623101398.
––––. Koala Joeys. ISBN 9781623101404.
––––. Panda Cubs. ISBN 9781623101411.
––––. Puppies. ISBN 9781623101428.
––––. Tiger Cubs. ISBN 9781623101435.
ea vol: 24p. (Baby Animals). Black Rabbit/
Bolt Jr. 2020. Tr $29.95.
Gr 1-4–Full of adorable photographs 
of fox pups, tiger cubs, and more, these 
broad overviews explore different types 
of baby animals. Written at a first grade 
reading level, each title covers the ani-
mal’s diet, home, and how it grows up, 
along with a smattering of fun facts, in-
cluding amusing weight comparisons 
between newborn animal babies and 
common household items. These basic 
introductions do not offer in-depth de-
tails, and text features such as maps and 
diagrams sometimes feel like a missed 
opportunity to provide more specific 
facts. Page arrangements are attractive 
and easy to follow, with one short para-
graph positioned next to an eye-catching 
photograph. Vocabulary words are bold, 
with a definition on the same page. 
 VERDICT While more entertaining than 
informative, this cute series will have 
wide appeal at the elementary level with 
its irresistible subject matter.

BOWERS, Matt. Individual Sports at the 

Paralympics. ISBN 9781681518299; 
ISBN 9781681525570.

––––. Team Sports at the Paralympics. 

ISBN 9781681518305; ISBN 9781 
681525587.

he try playing soccer to help with his de-
pression. When stigma around his mental 
health threatens to derail the team, Chris 
learns that honesty is the best policy. After 
Mo’s baseball team gets bumped up to a 
harder league in Easy Out, he must deal 
with the unrealistic expectations of his fa-
ther, a former baseball legend. In Rugby 
Rivals, Sam gets transferred to elite Rose-
dale Heights to play rugby. At school, he 
is bullied by snobby teammates, while 
at home his Pop is living with demen-
tia. Spindly Ed may not seem like he’s 
built for football in Long Bomb, but he 
works to garner the respect of the stand-
offish quarterback after he gains a spot as 
a receiver on the team. VERDICT The in-
depth game play will attract sports fans in 
these titles written between a second and 
third grade reading level. The books also 
skillfully take on relevant issues including 
racial discrimination, economic dispari-
ties, and mental illness. 

YU, Bill. Desert Determination. illus. 
by Thiago Vale & Yonami. ISBN 
9781532135118.

––––. Forest Fortitude. illus. by Thiago Vale 
& Yonami. ISBN 9781532135125.

––––. Island Endurance. illus. by Thiago 
Vale & Yonami with Grafimated. ISBN 
9781532135132.

––––. Winter Willpower. illus. by Vincenzo 
Pietropaolo. ISBN 9781532135149.

ea vol: 32p. (Survive!). ABDO/Magic 
Wagon. 2019. Tr $20.95.
Gr 3-7–In these action-packed graphic 
novels set in different climates, charac-
ters show perseverance in dangerous cir-
cumstances, from surviving an avalanche 
to getting stranded on a deserted island. 
Each title begins with true stories of 

people in life-threatening situations, fol-
lowed by a fictional narrative. The books 
incorporate survival skills that readers 
can learn from, such as how to start a fire 
and how to respond when encountering 
a wild animal. Page layouts include eye-
catching illustrations, along with a read-
able number of panels per page, with 
text written at a third grade reading level. 
Readers will appreciate a survival guide 
based on scenarios covered in the book, 
writing prompts, and a glossary. VERDICT 
With a unique mix of fiction and nonfic-
tion depicting the ever-popular subject 
of survival, this high-octane series will 
draw in a wide range of readers.

Nonfiction

ABDO, Kenny. History of Baseball. ISBN 
9781532127373.

––––. History of Basketball. ISBN 
9781532127380.

––––. History of Football. ISBN 
9781532127397.

––––. History of Golf. ISBN 9781532127403.
––––. History of Gymnastics. ISBN 

9781532127410.
––––. History of Soccer. ISBN 9781 

532127427.
ea vol: 24p. (History of Sports). ABDO. 
2019. Tr $18.95.
Gr 3-8–This new series chronicles the  
history of soccer, baseball, gymnastics, 
and other sports. Each book explores 
the sport’s origins, development over the 
decades, championships and leagues, 
and noteworthy players. While titles do 
highlight female athletes, they tend to 
focus on male leagues and players. The 
text is written at a second grade reading 
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ers with its striking covers and engrossing 
true stories.

H
RATHBURN, Betsy. Artificial Intelligence. 

ISBN 9781644872840.
––––. Bionic Pets. ISBN 9781644872857.
––––. Drones. ISBN 9781644872864.
––––. Nanotechnology. ISBN 9781644872871.
––––. Self-Driving Cars. ISBN 9781 

644872888.
––––. Virtual Reality. ISBN 9781644872895.
ea vol: 24p. (Cutting Edge Technology). 
Bellwether/Epic. Aug. 2020. Tr $19.95.
Gr 3-8–These well-crafted books take a 
deep dive into innovative technologies 
such as nanotechnology, self-driving 
cars, virtual reality, and drones, explor-
ing how they work and their histories 
and future uses. These often compli-
cated topics are effectively distilled into 
readable, engaging text with only a few 
sentences per page, written at a second 

grade reading level. Abundant quality 
text features, including bold words, pho-
tographs with labels, diagrams, and time 
lines, also help readers comprehend 
complex concepts. A pros and cons chart 
in each book discusses the real-world 
implications of emerging technologies. 
Attractive, machinery-inspired graphics 
accompany photographs of the different 
technologies and those who use them. 
VERDICT  Providing an entertaining and 
easy-to-understand look at new tech-
nologies, this series is a must-have for el-
ementary and middle school libraries in 
need of STEM-oriented hi-lo titles.

Kathryn Justus is director of library  services at 
the Renbrook School in West Hartford, CT.

––––. Water Sports at the Paralympics. ISBN 
9781681518282; ISBN 9781681525563.

––––. Wheelchair Sports at the Paralympics. 

ISBN 9781681518275; ISBN 9781 
681525556. 

ea vol: 32p. (Paralympic Sports). Amicus. 
Jan. 2020. Tr $32.80. pap. $9.99
Gr 1-4–The amazing feats of athletes at 
the Paralympic Games are profiled in this 
new series, which highlights a range of 
parasports. The titles are enhanced by in-
depth information on various Paralympic 
events. Readers of all abilities will be de-
lighted by sports they may not have been 
exposed to before, such as sitting volley-
ball. Bowers highlights the mechanics of 
the game and any specialized equipment 
that may be required. A “Q & A” feature 
on most pages addresses common ques-
tions about the games. The text is written 
at a first grade reading level, with one to 
two paragraphs per page alongside lay-
outs with bright colors and a full-page, 
captioned photo.  VERDICT Jam-packed 
with information, this well-designed se-
ries takes a deep dive into the wide world 
of parasports.

GISH, Ashley. Dragons. ISBN 9781 
640261952; ISBN 9781628327588. 

––––. Leprechauns. ISBN 9781640262188; 
9781628327816.

––––. Mermaids. ISBN 9781640261976; 
9781628327601.

––––. Unicorns. ISBN 9781640003552; 
ISBN 9781628327830.

––––. Vampires. ISBN 9781640262218; 
ISBN 9781628327847.

––––. Werewolves. ISBN 9781640262225; 
ISBN 9781628327854.

ea vol: 24p. (Amazing Mysteries). Creative 
Education. 2020. Tr $20.95. pap. $9.99.
Gr 3-5–This new series explores mytho-
logical creatures, from dragons to mer-
maids to unicorns. Each book offers a 
brief overview of the creature, with a 
description of its features, behavior, 
and depictions across the world and in 
pop culture. A short story from folklore 
can be found at the end. Keywords are 
highlighted and defined at the bottom 
of each page. The text, written at a third 
grade reading level, is highly readable, 
with short sentences and no more than 
one paragraph per page. Full-page im-
ages are included throughout, and a 

muted color scheme makes these hi-lo 
titles more enticing to older readers. 
 VERDICT With many students interested 
in folklore and mythology, this series 
will appeal to striving readers at the 
upper-elementary level.

LEAF, Christina. Kolmanskop: The Diamond 

Mine Ghost Town. ISBN 9781644871614.
––––. Six Flags New Orleans: The Ruined 

Theme Park. ISBN 9781644871621.
OWINGS, Lisa. Salton Riviera: The Deserted 

Resort Community. ISBN 9781644871638.
––––. Skara Brae: The Lost Neolithic Village. 

ISBN 9781644871645.
ea vol: 24p. (Abandoned Places). 
Bellwether. Jan. 2020. Tr $19.95.
Gr 4-8–This series, written at a third 
grade reading level, tackles a range of 
abandoned locales, from a lost Neolithic 
village to a recently abandoned amuse-
ment park. Each title sets the scene with 

fascinating images of the deserted places 
as they are now before exploring their 
often mysterious histories. These topics 
could serve as a segue into world history 
topics such as mining in Africa (Kolman-
skop) and Hurricane Katrina (Six Flags 
New Orleans). The narratives are fast 
moving and told over four digestible 
chapters. Each page features one short 
paragraph, along with full-page color 
photographs and eye-catching graphics 
that help readers visualize each setting. 
The text is augmented with additional 
features such as maps and a time line, 
along with an index, a glossary, and a fur-
ther reading list. VERDICT Chronicling 
the rise and fall of destinations around 
the world, this  series will draw in read-
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Rosen’s Lightsail
By Maggie Knapp

Student Ease of Use/Visual Appeal At the top 
of the student dashboard are colorful book 
covers of the titles currently checked out, 
and suggestions for future reading.  Nearby, 
students see personalized statistics for 
progress toward teacher-defined goals, in-
cluding minutes read, as well as personal 
stats for assessment scores, “my thoughts” 
annotations, and assigned homework. 
Further student options link to the library 
for access to power texts and free reading 
choices, vocabulary review, badges 
earned, and the “author a book” option. 
By design, readers must take each assess-
ment before advancing in their  reading. 
LightSail supports single sign-on  options 
such as Clever and Google Classroom. 
Adaptive options include the ability to 
change font size and background  colors, 
as well as to have text read aloud and 
translated into other languages.

Verdict  Rosen’s LightSail provides a tool 
many schools can embrace in the physi-
cal classroom, where internet connectivity 
is assured, with equally strong potential in 
the current online learning environment. 
The easy-to-follow tutorials for educators, 
students, and families allow for quick 
 access to abundant informational texts 
along with fiction. The robust support and 
enhancements for remote reading make 
this a particularly apt choice for build-
ing, maintaining, and assessing a reading 
 culture for connected students learning 
from home. 

Maggie Knapp, Trinity Valley Sch., Fort 
Worth, TX

rosenlightsail.com

Cost For a price quote, please contact  
800-237-9932. 

Grade Level Gr 3-8

Overview Leveraging educational opportuni-
ties for students reading ebooks can be chal-
lenging, especially when remote learning 
means educators don’t have physical eyes on 
classrooms to keep students on task or offer 
title suggestions. Rosen’s LightSail suggests 
ebooks within a “just right” Lexile band, fea-
turing them prominently (or exclusively) in 
students’ individualized dashboards. Light-
Sail presents books at grade level interest and 
alternates the requirement of a “power text” 
(within 200 points above or below their Lex-
ile level) with a book of the student’s choice 
to strengthen reading skills and engagement. 

Mandatory assessments, most graded by 
LightSail, are embedded every few pages for 
reader and educator feedback. Educators can 
also schedule assignments, give feedback, and 
suggest, require, or hide texts when desired. 
Parents can use a portal to see minutes read, 
badges earned, and more. Abundant online 
training options support new users and en-
courage creative exploration including book 
clubs, themed units, and whole class novels. 
LightSail requires internet access, and pro-
vides a “speedcheck” so users can quickly de-
termine if they can successfully run LightSail.

Content LightSail contains approximately 
6,000 ebooks, about 80 percent of which 
are nonfiction, searchable by title, keyword, 
topic, and genre, with filters for grade and 
Lexile levels. A majority are Rosen offerings, 
supplemented by about 1,500 selections 
from other sources. Schools can purchase 
additional titles, students can write their 
own books and have them published to their 
classroom, and educators can import PDFs, 
EPUB, Word documents, and more. 

Every LightSail title contains a variety of 
assessments, primarily cloze (fill in the miss-
ing word) vocabulary assessments, along 
with multiple choice and short answer ques-
tions. Upper elementary and middle school 
students will likely find the greatest number 
of just right texts, with informational books 
for older readers including high-interest top-

ics such as movie monsters and cutting-edge 
technology. Some texts, particularly infor-
mational texts, are available in Spanish. 

Booklists, Lexile information, and stu-
dent-friendly explanatory videos are avail-
able on the LightSail Learning Community 
website. Educators have abundant resources 
for tracking reading, including minutes spent 
reading, titles checked out, titles completed, 
and performance on assessments. 

Educator Ease of Use/Visual Appeal LightSail’s 
educator view opens to a dashboard packed 
with abundant features. The admin login 
offers access to a district dashboard for sta-
tistical feedback. Under the teacher login, 
users gain access to a dashboard including 
classes, library, content builder, fluency 
builder, homework, rubric builder, reports, 
and trends. 

A class can, with teacher guidance, self-
register and be reading books at Lexile level 
in 10–15 minutes, as the Power Challenge, 
which assesses individual Lexile levels, has 
been made optional to accommodate the 
switch to remote instruction. However, when 
possible, educators are encouraged to have 
students take the approximately 45-minute 
Power Challenge, allowing for more person-
alized book suggestions. The teacher dash-
board contains detailed student data and 
a class feed to scroll and look over students’ 
progress. For any LightSail title, educators 
can create and add assessments and annota-
tions. The annotations, in the form of a “think 
feed,” can be typed or recorded; students can 
respond in either format. The teacher dash-
board contains direct access to excellent help 
videos and live chat during the school day.

 
Reference Review

DATABASE
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KEY:
 
H Excellent in relation to other titles on the same subject or in the same genre | Tr Hardcover 

trade binding | lib. ed. Publisher’s library binding | Board Board book | pap. Paperback | e eBook  
original | BL Bilingual | POP Popular Picks 

Early Childhood
BRANNEN, Sarah S. A Perfect Day. illus. by Sar-

ah S. Brannen. 32p. Philomel. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781984812841. 

PreS-Gr 2– An unflappable seagull attempts 
to enjoy the tranquility of a beautiful day 
despite interruptions from a pessimistic 
crab friend. Similar in style to Brannen’s 
Bear Needs Help, this inviting picture book 
explores how companionship can be the 
sweetest reward of all. As Seagull basks in 
the shining sun and cool breeze, Crab can’t 
help but point out the lone cloud in the sky 
and the barnacles covering the small rock 
they are sheltering on. Determined to look 
on the bright side, Seagull leaves Crab for 
another, quieter rock. After their “rocks” 
suddenly overturn, a change in perspective 
allows the friends to discover that spending 
the day together is what makes it perfect. 
Brannen’s aquatic watercolor palette of cool 
blues and greens evoke a serene setting. The 
soft orange and pinks at the book’s conclu-
sion reinforce the warmth of the bond the 
two friends share. VERDICT A timeless tale 
of embracing friendship among differing 
points of view. Great for storytime or one-on-
one sharing, this humorous title will appeal 

to both young audiences and adults who 
can relate to seagull’s steadfast  optimism 
under a constant barrage of  griping.–Sophie 
Kenney, Aurora P.L., IL

H
DAVIES, Benji. Tad. illus. by Benji Da-
vies. 32p. HarperCollins. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780062563590. 

PreS-Gr 1–In this charming story, a little 
tadpole named Tad is a late bloomer. 
Her brothers and sisters morph into frogs 
sooner than she does. She is all alone and 
afraid of Big Blub, a big, nasty fish at the 
 bottom of the pond. However, Tad puts self- 
confidence into practice and she doesn’t 
give up, because she knows she is strong 
and clever. When she finally comes face-to-
face with Big Blub, Tad gathers her cour-
age and swims faster than ever. She swims 
to the top of the pond to escape and climbs 
onto a rock. It is then that Tad realizes she 
finally lost her tail. This is a title that teaches 
readers to accept themselves, never give up, 
and to stand up to bullies. The detailed ill-
sutrations are colorful and bright. VERDICT 

Highly recommended for purchase. This is 
a story about resilience that would work in 
classrooms or public library collections.–
Robin Sofge, Prince William P.L. Syst., VA

FLETCHER, Tom. There’s an Alien in Your Book. 

illus. by Greg Abbott. 32p. Random. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780593125120. 

PreS-K–An alien has crash landed into this ti-
tle. In the tradition of interactive read-alouds 
like Hervé Tullet’s Press Here comes this 
follow-up to There’s a Monster in Your Book 
and There’s a Dragon in Your Book by British 
duo Fletcher and Abbott. Following many of 
the same prompts as in the previous books, 
readers are asked to blow on a page, jiggle 
the book, and make loud noises, all to help 
the poor alien get back into space. Digital il-
lustrations aim to evoke a three-dimensional 
effect, emulating torn paper and smoke in 
several of the spreads. The cute, but sticky, 
big-eyed Alien, is fun to follow, and Monster 
makes an appearance helping Alien get his 
spaceship fixed and back in flight. The text 
uses various fonts and sizes, emphasizing ac-
tions for the readers to take, and the cues are 
clear for when the book must turned upside 
down, where to focus, and when and how to 
turn the page. VERDICT Though not original 
in concept or execution, this title will make 
for a fun story hour or one-on-one reading.–
Danielle Jones, Multnomah County Lib., OR

H
ROONEY, Rachel. The Problem with Prob-

lems. illus. by Zehra Hicks. 32p. Ro-
dale. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780593173176. 

PreS-Gr 1–This is a creative story about prob-
lem-solving for young children with enticing 
primary color illustrations and accessible 
rhyming text. Most importantly, the prob-
lems addressed here are entirely within the 
purview of young children. Problems are ev-
erywhere and come in all shapes and forms. 
You might have a problem getting a brush 
through all of your curls. You may have to 
go to the bathroom just when it’s your turn 
to go on the slide. Or you might spy a scary 
spider dangling next to you. But problems 
always have solutions, and this book shows 
children how to recognize and unpack the 
situation by naming it, and then by turning it 
around or solving it. VERDICT This is a must 
for every library. By giving children the abil-
ity to articulate what’s happening to them, 
this engaging read-aloud will help children 

Tad (Davies) 
©2020 by Benji Davies
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through nets. When Pearl realizes this ninja-
like squirrel is actually a mother taking the 
peanuts to feed her babies, she feels an affin-
ity towards this creature and that puts them 
on the same team. Pearl sets about creating 
even more elaborate bird-feeder contrap-
tions to help these young squirrels become as 
nimble and speedy as their mother. A squir-
rel fact page is included at the end of the 
book. VERDICT A compelling and generous 
addition to picture book collections that can 
inspire young naturalists and builders, and 
create a well of empathy in storytimes.–Amy 
Nolan, St. Joseph P.L., MI

BELL, Kristen & Benjamin Hart. The World 

Needs More Purple People. illus. by Daniel 
 Wiseman. 40p. Random. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780593121962. 

Gr 2-5–This book answers a question you 
never knew you had: What is a purple per-
son? The answer isn’t in skin tone or clothing 
choice, but in personality. A “purple person” 
is someone who is kind, curious, and silly. 
Purple is made when red and blue work to-
gether. Is this a subtle political allegory for 
the elementary school set? Penny, the book’s 
young narrator, looks like she may have been 
modeled off a young Bell, the actress and au-
thor of this title, and her classmates are a di-
verse group. All of the bright illustrations are 
populated with smiles, laughter, and rain-
bows. Penny engages in enjoyable activities, 
like wearing a monster costume to school 
and helping her grandfather water  strawberry 
bushes. VERDICT Bell and Hart  appear to 
have created the concept of “ purple  people” 
for this book, and although the label is non-
sensical, the message is inspiring: Ask ques-
tions, advocate for positive change, and have 
fun while collaborating with members of 
your family and community.–Chance Lee 
Joyner, Haverhill P.L., MA

H
BOGART, Jo Ellen. Little Blue House Beside 

the Sea. illus. by Carmé Lemniscates. 
32p. Tilbury. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.95. 
ISBN 9780884486718. 

PreS-1–Who wouldn’t want to live in a cozy 
house beside the sea? Through singsong 
rhyme and vivid imagery that invoke the 
senses, Bogart and Lemniscates have created 
a captivating tale of a young girl and the natu-
ral beauty that exists just outside of her home 
by the sea. She watches the boats go sailing by 
and sees fishermen and puffins keep busy try-
ing to catch fish. Delightful images of hump-
back whales at play are followed by the light 
of the moon and the lighthouse towers being 
reflected in the big blue sea. Lemniscates 
brings readers into the young girl’s world with 
vibrant colors, subtle nods to finger paint-
ing, and earthy tones that will  beguile read-
ers of all ages. VERDICT A  fantastic addition 
to any children’s library.–Katie Callahan, 
 Montgomery County Public Sch., MD

overcome their fears and confidently face all 
obstacles. How empowering!–Joan Kindig, 
James Madison Univ., Harrisonburg, VA

WURTZEL, Bill & Claire Wurtzel. Foodie Faces. 

32p. Little, Brown. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9780316423540. 

Toddler-PreS–Young children sometimes 
lack the words to describe their emotions. 
In this engaging book, familiar foods such 
as  bananas, berries, bagels, and bread are 
used to create an expressive range of feelings. 
Faces made from these foods are arranged 
to present sadness, confusion, grumpiness, 
sleepiness, and many other emotions. A note 
from the authors names the foods used, dis-
cusses emotions, and encourages healthy eat-
ing. While very  similar in its use of comesti-
bles to present emotions to Freymann’s Foods 
with Moods and How Are You Peeling?, this 
slightly different approach is fresh enough to 
encourage children to communicate in what-
ever way they can manage. VERDICT A play-
ful addition recommended for libraries that 
serve young children.–Maria B.  Salvadore, 
formerly at District of Columbia P.L.

Elementary
ASHMAN, Linda. Ways to Welcome. illus. by Joey 

Chou. 40p. Farrar, Straus & Giroux. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9780374313180. 

PreS-Gr 2–This is a sweet, poetic text about 
being welcome and inclusive. The text lacks 
a narrative story, instead providing rhymes en-
compassing the concepts of kindness, begin-
ning visually with a boy starting a new school 
and ending with a new family being wel-
comed into a town. The illustrations follow 
a diverse goup of children who embark on 
various activities: attending story time, visiting 
the park, gardening, and arriving at an airport, 
among other things. The book culminates 
with a neighborhood picnic and the words, 
“It sends a message loud and clear. Hello, 
friend. I’m glad you’re here.” The brightly 
colored, full-bleed illustrations have a collage 
feel and are made with simple, geometric 
shapes. Unfortunately, the depiction of mul-
tiple characters’ experiences muddles the 
story, making it hard to follow. Nevertheless, 
stories about inclusiveness, kindness, simple 
hospitality, and positive representations are all 
in high demand these days, and this attractive 
title fits the bill. VERDICT Most libraries and 
preschools will find this a welcome  addition. 
–Amy Lilien-Harper, Wilton Lib., CT

AVERBECK, Jim. Love by Sophia. illus. by 
Yasmeen Ismail. 40p.  S. & S./McElder-
ry Bks. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781481477901. 

Gr 1-2–Sophia and her pet giraffe Noodle 
are back with a story about perspective. So-
phia has what sounds like a simple art as-

signment—draw something you love. But 
she isn’t happy with her work and crumples 
up each of her attempts. Luckily, Sophia’s 
teacher Mrs. Paradigm helps her learn 
about perspective, and Noodle is there to be 
the example. “To a bird flying over Noodle, 
his head looks huge, but his hooves small,” 
says Sophia as she begins to understand a 
bird’s-eye view. Inspired, she draws a master-
piece named “Love” that she brings home 
in hopes of convincing her family to hang it 
on their new refrigerator. Her grandmother 
declares the masterpiece too good for the 
fridge, and hangs it on the wall where ev-
eryone can enjoy it. Averbeck’s prodigious 
language and Ismai’s bright watercolors 
are in the same style as their previous “So-
phia” titles. A glossary and author’s note on 
drawing perspective are included. VERDICT 
This book follows the same structure as the 
two previous titles in the series; it works 
on its own, but is significantly better in 
 conjunction with the other titles.– Catherine 
 Callegari, Gay-Kimball Lib., Troy, NH

BARNABY, Hannah. There’s Something About 

Sam. illus. by Anne Wilsdorf. 32p. 
HMH. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781328766809. 

K-Gr 2– When Max is told he has to invite 
all the boys in his class to his birthday par-
ty, he balks at asking Sam, a new kid with 
something a little different about him. As 
the days to the party approach, Max learns 
many of Sam’s charms and notices that his 
other friends are also starting to appreciate 
Sam. But the clues to just how unusual Sam 
is keep adding up. There’s the full moon, 
and the rare hamburger, and finally, a hairy, 
clawed hand. Yup—Sam is a werewolf. 
With a nod to Maurice Sendak, the group 
joins in for a wild rumpus until late in the 
night, and when the sleepover ends, friend-
ships are solidified. VERDICT Some well-
written, lightweight fun with a little deduc-
tive reasoning thrown in. Recommended 
for large collections.–Lisa Lehmuller, Paul 
Cuffee Maritime Charter Sch., Providence

H
BARRETT, Hayley. Girl Versus Squirrel. 

 illus. by Renée Andriani. 32p. Holiday 
House/Margaret Ferguson Bks. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9780823442515. 

K-Gr 2–Pearl is a young girl who has built 
three lovely bird feeders in her backyard. 
As she proudly watches birds come feed 
from them, she is surprised that none have 
touched her favorite one—a teacup filled 
with peanuts. She soon realizes that there 
is a dastardly squirrel absconding with the 
food. This discovery begins a test of wills as 
Pearl uses Rube Goldberg–like ingenuity to 
build outrageous contraptions to outsmart 
the wily rodent. Instead of being vanquished, 
the squirrel excels at climbing higher, and 
he also walks across tightropes and jumps 
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his inability to be recognized, Gustavo in-
vites a group of monsters to watch him per-
form a violin concert on the Day of the Dead. 
Gustavo does what he loves most and finally, 
he can be seen by others. Ultimately, his life 
is changed because he shows his true self to 
the world. A side story involving Gustavo’s 
love for “the prettiest monster” remains un-
explored. This is a debut novel from Drago, 
a Mexican author and illustrator, and she 
deftly weaves in cultural references. The il-
lustrations are bright and detailed. VERDICT 
Gentle storytelling and vibrant mixed-media 
illustrations make for an enjoyable seasonal 
story.–Lisa Lehmuller, Paul Cuffee Maritime 
Charter Sch., Providence

DYCKMAN, Ame. You Don’t Want a Dragon!  illus. 
by Liz Climo. 40p. Little, Brown. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780316535809. 

K-Gr 2–Trust the narrator who warns the boy 
pictured with the small dragon that he does 
not, not, not want it for a pet. Dragons drool, 
grow, and burn things (not to mention anoth-
er bodily function). With a coin in the wish-
ing well, the boy makes another wish and 
magically resolves his dragon problem. Right 
around the corner is the perfect pet for the 
boy: a guinea pig. But while the boy is clean-
ing up for his small friend, the rodent eats a 
unicorn dropping—a cupcake—that gives 
him a unicorn horn. Similar to You Don’t 
Want a Unicorn (2017) by this same duo, the 
digitally created art is silly and bright with 
slapstick humor. VERDICT While not an es-
sential purchase for school or public  libraries, 
this book’s subject matter has perennial—
and enaging—interest.–Maria B.  Salvadore, 
formerly at District of Columbia P.L.

GEHL, Laura. May Saves the Day. illus. by 
 Serena Lombardo. 32p. Capstone. Aug. 
2020. Tr $17.95. ISBN 9781684461028. 

PreS-Gr 2– In this clever and upbeat story, a 
resourceful young girl named May rescues 
her community from a variety of predica-
ments through the power of spelling. She 
changes a swarm of bees to beets by add-
ing a “t”, for example, and averts a runaway 
train by removing a “t” and making it rain. 
A lasso-wielding boy named Stu admires her 

 bravery, Lami chases a chicken right up a 
baobab tree, but loses her footing and falls, 
spraining her ankle. With advice from her 
grandmother to use quick thinking rather 
than quick chasing, Lami remains the best 
chicken catcher in the village. Set in a beau-
tiful Nigerian village, this tale highlights the 
ingenuity of children in a humorous and 
lively manner. Many valuable lessons are 
embedded into the narrative, and readers will 
be inspired by Lami’s resilience. The illustra-
tions, created with mixed media, are cheer-
fully colorful and alluring in their detail. 
VERDICT Children will enjoy this lively tale 
of positivity and innovation.–Amy Shepherd, 
St. Anne’s Episcopal Sch., Middleton, DE

H
COTTER, Sacha. Cannonball. illus. by Josh 
Morgan. 40p. Sourcebooks. Jun. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781728217567. 

K-Gr 3–In this story of resilience, a young boy 
in New Zealand just wants to perform a per-
fect cannonball into the swimming pool. The 
unnamed boy has studied how others prepare 
for their jump and got advice from his Nan. 
Despite the boy’s best efforts to seem confi-
dent, fear gets in the way and prevents him 
from making the jump. Morgan surrounds an 
image of the young boy in utter darkness as 
he walks away with his head down in defeat. 
Just when it seems all hope is lost, Nan steps 
in and encourages him to listen to what’s in-
side himself and try it his way. His confidence 
begins to build and he is able to perform a 
successful cannonball. The images are bright 
and detailed. VERDICT Recommended for 
purchase. Along with the expressive images, 
the story will resonate with those learning how 
to navigate the emotional minefield of turn-
ing a failure into a success.–Katie  Callahan, 
Montgomery County Public Sch., MD

H
DRAGO, Flavia Z. Gustavo, the Shy Ghost. 

illus. by Flavia Z. Drago. 40p. Can-
dlewick. Jul. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781536211146. 

K-Gr 2–A cute ghost named Gustavo learns 
to overcome social anxiety in this sweet tale. 
Gustavo really wants to have friends, but no 
matter what he does, his shyness makes him 
invisible to the other monsters. To counter 

BOTTNER, Barbara. The Crankypants Tea Party. 

 illus. by Ale Barba. 40p. Atheneum/Caitlyn 
Dlouhy Bks. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781481459006. 

K-Gr 2–Written as a play with indicated 
parts for seven characters, this story features 
Clarissa, who emerges from a teapot-shaped 
house and invites her stuffed animals to a 
party. Unfortunately, they each bear a griev-
ance against her and refuse to attend. Pup 
tries to smooth things over, to no avail. When 
it starts pouring, the animals leave their perch 
atop a large blue-trunked tree and march into 
the house, leaving Clarissa outside. But it’s 
no fun in the dark without her and when she 
declares them all her favorites and addresses 
their complaints, they join the party with an 
enthusiastic “Thank you, Clarissa.” Both text 
and the acrylic cartoon illustrations provide 
ample doses of humor. The frowning ani-
mals, paws across their chests, refuse to per-
form the tasks Clarissa assigns, only to fight 
over who does them later. The day shifts from 
bright sunshine to being overshadowed un-
der ever larger storm clouds, and back to sun-
shine when the party begins. The teapot’s in-
terior transforms as well, from black to bright 
yellow as attitudes change. VERDICT This 
humorous offering will resonate with young 
readers who also have their own “cranky-
pants” moments, and they will enjoy acting 
out the play.– Marianne Saccardi, Children’s 
Literature Consultant, Cambridge, MA

H
BROWN, Dan. Wild Symphony. illus. by 
 Susan Batori. 44p. Rodale. Sept. 2020. 
Tr $18.99. ISBN 9780593123843. 

PreS-Gr 2–Maestro Mouse guides readers 
on this wild musical ride. Readers follow 
him through jungles, pods, trees, fields, and 
seas to explore the animal kingdom. As read-
ers learn about each type of animal, Maestro 
also reveals something new, with a secret 
lesson or two hiding on every page. The 
armadillo, who has a shell to keep out the 
bad things, reminds readers that “it’s okay 
to block out the bad things, but don’t forget 
to open up and invite the good things in.” 
Brown does not disappoint with his picture 
book debut. Rhyming poems accompanied 
by Batori’s detailed, animated illustrations 
share each animal’s story and helpful lesson. 
An added feature of this musical book can 
be found on the inside cover; Brown’s origi-
nal musical compositions accompany each 
page—one for each animal—and can be 
accessed through an interactive smartphone 
app. VERDICT A delightful musical debut 
sure to be a hit at story hours.–Elizabeth 
Blake, Fields Corner Lib., Dorchester, MA

ATINUKE. Catch That Chicken! illus. by Angela 
Brooksbank. 32p. Candlewick. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781536212686. 

PreS-Gr 2–Lami is the best chicken catcher 
in her village. One day in her haste and 

Wild Symphony (Brown) 
©2020 by Susan Batori
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skills and wishes to be her sidekick, although 
the independent May initially rebuffs his at-
tempts. Ultimately, Stu proves himself to be 
a valuable partner—not just a sidekick—
when the two of them change a threatening 
tornado into a harmless mess of tomatoes. 
This book is a terrific way to engage early 
readers in exploring letter knowledge and 
phonics. In addition to its lighthearted and 
humorous wordplay, this empowering tale 
deftly conveys the message that there is val-
ue in teamwork, and emphasizes themes of 
problem-solving and friendship. Lively, ex-
pressive illustrations complement the story’s 
energetic text. VERDICT A great choice for 
an early elementary school read-aloud.–
Allison Tran, Mission Viejo Lib., CA

GEHL, Laura. The Ninja Club Sleepover. illus. 
by MacKenzie Haley. 32p. Page St. Jul. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781624149405. 

K-Gr 3–In this sweet story, three friends love 
ninjas and have created a ninja club. They 
decide to plan a sleepover party. For Willa, it 
will be her first sleepover and she is nervous, 
especially because the party will take place 
on a night with a full moon. That’s not such 
a great thing when you are a closeted were-
wolf. Willa decides to make a costume that 
will completely cover her skin and prevent 
a werewolf transformation. The night of the 
party, things are going well until Fiona falls 
off the monkey bars, revealing that she is a 
fairy. Suddenly the moon is so bright, Willa 
transforms into a werewolf and Val shows 
herself to be a vampire. It turns out that all 
three girls have their own secret, and the trio 
realizes that they are all unique and brave. 
The evocative digital art includes bold col-
ors and unique patterns, enriching the tone 
of the text. VERDICT These spunky charac-
ters are sure to warm every readers heart 
with their sincerity and bravery.–Martha 
Rico, Yselta ISD, TX

GORDON, Gus. Finding François: A Story about 

the Healing Power of Friendship. illus. by 
Gus Gordon. 40p. Penguin. Jul. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780525554004. 

K-Gr 2–Although she is showered with affec-
tion from her grandmother, Alice is a lonely 
piglet. She concocts a plan that involves 
magical thinking, a message in a bottle, and 
sweeping ocean tides. After a fateful journey, 
her message finds lighthouse-dwelling Fran-
çois. The two strike up an emerging friend-
ship and begin trading messages until Alice’s 
grandmother passes away. The loss causes 
Alice to retreat in sadness and grief. Upon 
the urging of her new guardian, Alice visits 
François and begins to feel a renewed sense 
of hope and opportunity. This charming 
features cute animals that make up Alice’s 
found family. Gordon’s use of watercolors 
and soft pencil lines bring texture and depth 
to the art and reinforces the story’s soothing, 
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the afternoon playing typical kid games 
while the rest of the neighborhood joins in. 
Ultimately, Peter learns to appreciate what 
he has. The casual writing tone and the sil-
ly holidays that Peter celebrates make for a 
fun read-aloud. The cartoon-style illustra-
tions are humorous and may inspire kids 
to invent some new holidays of their own. 
VERDICT A bright and  serviceable addition 
to library shelves.–Anna Haase Krueger, 
Ramsey County Lib., MN

KETTEMAN, Helen. It’s Halloween, Little Monster. 
illus. by Bonnie Leick. 32p. Amazon/Two 
Lions. Jul. 2019. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781542092081. 

PreS-Gr 1–Little Monster is getting ready to 
experience his first trick-or-treat expedition, 
and he’s feeling a little anxious. But his papa 
comes with him and reassures him that 
there is nothing to be afraid of. Gradually, 
Little Monster begins to appear less anxious 
and encouraged that everything is all right. 
In a charming final twist, the roles are re-
versed, as Little Monster is the one with the 
comforting smile when his father is fright-
ened by a skeleton. Charming full-bleed 
watercolor illustrations featuring cheerful 
zombies, ghouls, and an assortment of ador-
able monsters combine with comforting 
rhyming text to create a playful Halloween 
outing that is sure to please little monsters 
everywhere. VERDICT Recommended for 
collections and perfect for seasonal story-
time.–Jessica Marie, Salem P.L., OR

KILLEN, Nicola. The Little Kitten. illus. 
by Nicola Killen. 32p. S.&S./Paula 
 Wiseman Bks. Jul. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781534466968. 

PreS-Gr 1–Ollie and her pet cat Pumpkin 
are surprised to find a kitten hidden beneath 
a pile of fallen leaves. Distracted by her new 
friend, Ollie absentmindedly wanders away 
from a napping Pumpkin. Deeper into the 
woods Ollie discovers lost kitten posters and 
delivers her new friend home. Now on her 
own, she suddenly realizes she left her own 
cat behind. Hurriedly retracing her steps, a 
lonely and scared Ollie is joyfully reunited 
with Pumpkin. The soft grayscale color pal-
ette includes pops of orange and ocher foil 
embellishments to create a cozy autumnal 
setting with subtle nods to Halloween. Sever-
al clever peekaboo cutouts encourage repeat 
page turns and comic-style panels help pace 
the story. VERDICT The understated use of 
Halloween imagery allows this sweet, simple 
story to stand on its own. Recommended for 
younger audiences and larger picture book 
collections.–Sophie Kenney, Aurora P.L., IL

KIM, Anna. Danbi Leads the School Parade. 
 illus. by Anna Kim. 40p. Viking. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780451478894. 

PreS-Gr 2–Danbi, an immigrant from Ko-

found the right book yet and chal-
lenges her to listen to one story be-
fore he plays with her. She agrees 
but after just one sentence, Louella 
declares it boring. Mason instructs 
her to concentrate on the story and 
she gets hooked immediately. They 
read numerous books together, vis-
iting all kinds of wonderful places 
where they walk on the moon, 
explore hidden caves, and experi-
ence an African safari. While the 
book’s message is near and dear 
to all educators’ hearts, the story 
is predictable and a bit unreal. 
Louella manages to turn from a 
skeptic to an enthusiastic reader 
between breakfast and lunch. The 
watercolor-and-pencil art is muted 
and plain. VERDICT A purchase 
for libraries keen on getting more 
stories that deal with the wonder 
of reading.–Joan Kindig, James 
 Madison Univ., Harrisonburg, VA

HEO, Yumi. Sun and Moon Have a Tea Party. illus. 
by Naoko Stoop. 40p. Random/Schwartz 
& Wade. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780385390330. 

K-Gr 2–When the Sun and Moon have a 
tea party that ends in an argument about 
what people do on Earth, Cloud comes to 
the rescue. Cloud explains that they are 
both right, but each will need to stay up 
past their bedtime to see how people really 
spend their time. And in this way the Moon 
learns many things about daytime and Sun 
finds out about the night. Stoop’s mixed-
media illustrations are colorful and detailed, 
with lovely depictions of nature and people 
in their opposite orbs. VERDICT This is a 
clever look at how the Sun and Moon have 
different perspectives on what humans do 
on Earth, and has great potential for post-
reading discussions.–Catherine Callegari, 
Gay-Kimball Lib., Troy, NH

KATZENBERGER, Lisa. National Regular Average 
Ordinary Day. illus. by Barbara Bakos. 32p. 
Penguin/Workshop. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781524792404. 

K-Gr 2–Peter is bored with the games he 
and his friend, Devin, play every day. In-
stead of suggesting something new, Peter 
gets angry and stomps home. Even more 
bored at home, Peter decides to celebrate 
and rate a new holiday every day. This 
works well until a day arrives with no holi-
day: “But if there was one thing Peter had 
learned, it was that anything could be a hol-
iday. All he had to do was make one up!” 
His imagination takes over and a box he is 
sitting in becomes a racecar, a rocket, and 
a ship. When Devin rides by doing tricks 
on his bike, Peter apologizes for his previ-
ous behavior, and the two of them spend 

kid-friendly approach to life after loss. The 
placement of old found papers seamlessly 
blends into the illustrations. VERDICT This 
is a warm, gentle story about resilience and 
how the bonds of friendship can mend the 
heart.–Sophie Kenney, Aurora P.L., IL

GUTIÉRREZ, Jolene. Mac and Cheese and the 
Personal Space Invader. illus. by Heather 
Bell. 32p. Clear Fork. Aug. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9781950169252. 

K-Gr 2–After observing the class guinea pigs 
snuggling, Oliver decides to move closer to 
the other kids in his classroom. Although 
he is simply trying to make friends, Oliver 
learns a tough lesson about personal space.
His compassionate teacher, Ms. López, ex-
plains to him that he should ask first before 
entering someone else’s personal space. The 
book has some pleasing compositions, such 
as the framing of text inside a hula hoop. 
But it also has some confounding ones. 
For example, when one child yells about 
his personal space, the hand-drawn font is 
radically different than any other text in the 
story, and which is out of place with the rest 
of the pastel palette. VERDICT The lesson 
about personal space is valuable, but the text 
lacks charm and the book’s artwork detracts 
from the message. And although the book 
is named after two guinea pigs, they barely 
 feature in the tale.–Chance Lee Joyner, 
Haverhill P.L., MA

HATTIN, Shona. The Reading Bug. illus. by 
 Embla Granqvist. 28p. Ingram. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $19.99. ISBN 9780648683315. 

PreS-Gr 1– Mason spends a lot of time lost 
in books but his little sister, Louella, can-
not fathom wasting time doing something 
so boring. Mason tells her she just hasn’t 

Gustavo, the Shy Ghost (Drago) 
©2020 by Flavia Z. Drago
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feel. The plaid not only affects the look of 
the scenery but also the wording used in 
the scenes. As billboards, signs, and other 
text changes to correspond with plaid’s 
takeover, the narrative’s rhthmic feel adds 
a lighter touch to what is essentially a book 
about mass hysteria. VERDICT The concept 
of this book may be rather complex for 
young children to grasp. However, in the 
era of COVID-19, the book can be used to 
instill a sense of caution and hope in chil-
dren when immersed in possibly  worrisome 
and unfamiliar situations.–Deanna Smith, 
Pender County P.L., NC

MATHESON, Christie. The Hidden Rainbow.  illus. 
by Christie Matheson. 40p. HarperColl
ins/Greenwillow. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9780062393418. 

K-Gr 2–Told in rhyming couplets, this engag-
ing concept book shows young children how 
people and bees can benefit each other. The 
seven colors of the rainbow are introduced as 
youngsters search for up to ten bees hidden 
in the cheerful, brightly-colored illustrations. 
“First, please brush the snow off the budding 
camellia trees,” “point to the crocus shoots,” 
and “blow a kiss to the lovely lilac trees” are 
instructions for readers. Trees, flowers, and 
shrubs are labeled throughout the book as a 

the security guard sharing a wink. The art 
has a cartoonish style, portraying people 
with large, dotted eyes and small, sharp 
noses. Lozano maximizes his space, using 
full-bleed spreads, spot art and panels to ef-
fectively move the story forward. The story is 
entertaining and clever, with a diverse cast 
of children and adults experiencing new joy 
as the art comes to life. The simple plot is 
effective and arresting. Some images lack 
continuity, including a left page depicting 
only half a painting. Finally, all informa-
tion about the art appears in tiny text on 
the copyright page, where it is likely to be 
missed. VERDICT This is an appealing title, 
and libraries looking for wordless or art pic-
ture books might enjoy this additional pur-
chase.–Amy Lilien-Harper, Wilton Lib., CT

MACARTNEY, Sue. Benjamin’s Blue Feet. illus. 
by Sue Macartney. 32p. Pajama Pr. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.95. ISBN 9781772781113. 

PreS-Gr 1–Benjamin, a blue-footed booby, 
enjoys his life collecting and naming beach 
trash, until the day he finds a cracked mirror 
hidden in the sand. Looking at his reflec-
tion for the first time, Benjamin becomes 
embarrassed by his long beak, wide wings, 
and blue feet (which he could surely see 
without the aid of a mirror). In desperation, 
he attempts to use his garbage treasures to 
hide his features, but these nonsensical 
efforts are not funny enough to provoke 
laughs nor grave enough to convey real 
sadness. Swaddled in unidentifiable rub-
bish, Benjamin quickly discovers that his 
modifications mean he can’t swim, fish, or 
fly with his booby friends—and he comes 
to appreciate why he looks the way he does. 
The digital illustrations never quite capture 
the textured charm of a real blue-footed 
booby or the biological variety of the Gala-
pagos Islands. Recurring rhymes and conso-
nance inject some energy into the text, but 
readers have seen such simplistic paeans to 
self-acceptance before. VERDICT This well-
intentioned tale of discovering self-worth 
does not stand out from the crowd.–Robbin 
E. Friedman, Chappaqua Lib., NY

MCELMURRY, Jill. Mad About Plaid. illus. by 
Jill McElmurry. 40p. HMH. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780358172444. 

PreS-Gr 2–A young girl named Madison 
Pratt finds a plaid purse in the park. She 
vows to take care of the purse. After she 
sings a silly song, the plaid on the purse 
starts to spread all over her and then be-
gins spread to buildings, stores, animals, 
and even the sky. As the plaid spreads, ev-
eryone begins to panic. Plaid is referred to 
and treated as if it were a germ. Characters 
are often depicted with worried and fear-
ful expressions. The illustrations are done 
in a folk art–style, while the text shifts posi-
tion and direction, creating a busy look and 

rea, is feeling anxious on her first day of 
school in America. Her heart pounds as she 
enters the classroom. Everyone stares at her. 
Even though many of the class activities 
and games are new, she participates as best 
as she can. During lunchtime, kids are curi-
ous about how to use her chopsticks, so she 
shows them and then leads them on a musi-
cal parade around the school. Kim, a debut 
author, has created detailed illustrations in 
soft colors, highlighting Danbi’s fears and 
then the brighter spots in a brand new set-
ting. VERDICT A sweet and helpful book for 
children who are nervous about moving or 
starting a new school—or any big change.–
Noureen Qadir-Jafar, Syosset Lib., NY

LEHMAN, Katrina. Izzy and Frank. illus. by 
 Sophie Beer. 32p. Scribble. Jul. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9781950354238. 

K-Gr 2–In this parent-free story, Izzy lives 
in a lighthouse and has a carefree existence 
with her best friend Frank, a seagull. Togeth-
er they explore and have grand adventures 
amid the wind, waves, and sea that are part 
of her island setting. Then Izzy moves to the 
city where she hates her new sharp-cornered 
house and the noisy city streets. She doesn’t 
understand the games the other children 
play and is told at school to “wear shoes” 
and “sit still.” She misses the salt and sea, but 
mostly she misses Frank. One day she wakes 
up to find him tugging on her hair. Together 
they boldly explore her city and play games 
with new friends who appreciate not sitting 
still or wearing shoes. Now Izzy wakes to 
the sounds of the sea (via a shell) and the 
city. Using an appealing color palette of 
aqua, tan, red, and black, Beer’s illustrations 
deftly depict the  setting and the friendship 
between Izzy and Frank. Careful readers 
will see the foreshadowing in the illustra-
tions along with amusing details like Frank’s 
fisherman’s cap. VERDICT A story of friend-
ship, loss, change, and moving forward, with 
an an amusing seagull to boot. Good for 
storytime or individual reading.–Catherine 
 Callegari,  Gay-Kimball Lib., Troy, NH

LOZANO, Luciano. Mayhem at the Museum: A 

Book in Pictures. illus. by Luciano Lozano. 
40p. Penguin/Workshop. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780593093542. 

PreS-Gr 3–A little girl and her friends have 
a unique museum experience in this clever 
wordless book that literally brings the art to 
life. The pigtailed protagonist climbs the 
steps to an art museum, joining several chil-
dren and an adult guide. As they traverse 
the museum, various paintings interact with 
them. Van Gogh hands the girl his straw 
hat, a Cezanne painting drops its fruit to the 
floor, a musician hands the girl his ukelele, 
and Degas’s little dancer leaps off her ped-
estal. At the tour’s conclusion, everything 
returns to normal, with the protagonist and 
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ceives gardening help from the unicorns and 
dragons she saved from extinction during the 
flood; those new to the story will likely enjoy 
the mythical creatures as part of the lush, 
colorful landscape. Morris’s story asserts a 
case for active stewardship between people 
and their environment. The visual narrative 
reinforces the promise of nurturing through 
the figure of Mrs. Noah, as her green dress 
and blue-purple cloak swell to reveal a preg-
nant belly. In the final spreads, a baby joins 
the family as they cultivate a home among 
the flora. VERDICT A verdant reminder to 
treasure our natural world, weaving together 
biblical, ecological, and magical strands. 
–Robbin E. Friedman, Chappaqua Lib., NY

O’LEARY, Sara. Maud and Grand-Maud. illus. by 
Kenard Pak. 40p. Random. Aug. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780399554582. 

PreS-Gr 2–Grand-Maud and her namesake 
granddaughter spend weekends together at 
Grand-Maud’s house. They wear matching 
nightgowns, eat breakfast for dinner on tray 
tables while watching old movies, and sleep 
like sisters in twin beds in a room they share. 
But wait, there’s more! Under young Maud’s 
bed there is a wooden chest that Grand-
Maud has hidden a treasure in at each visit; 
something bought or something made. 
O’Leary and Pak take readers through the 
weekend with sepia-toned sketches that are 
as aspirational as they are nostalgic. Who 
wouldn’t want to be a grandmother like 
Grand-Maud, and who wouldn’t want to 
be a young Maud, so appreciated and be-
loved? VERDICT A lovely story of cross-gen-
erational ties, this may resonate more with 
adults than with children. Recommended 
for large collections.–Lisa Lehmuller, Paul 
Cuffee  Maritime Charter Sch., Providence

ODELL, Catherine Lazar. It’s Showtime! illus. by 
Catherine Lazar Odell. 32p. (Pepper and 
Frannie). Page St. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781624149399. 

K-Gr 2–Pepper and Frannie are best friends, 
each with their own unique skills and talents. 
When extroverted Frannie wants to stage a 
performance, her practical friend Pepper is 
there to support her and handle all the de-
tails. They discover that working together, 
they can combine their talents and really 
shine. The colorful and fun-loving Fran-
nie splashes across the page as she practices 
her dance moves, designs her costume, 
and perfects her theatrical debut. Pepper 
helps with all the technical aspects such as 
lighting and props, illustrated in a uniform 
set of colors and consistently tidy manner. 
When the show begins, it is apparent that 
Frannie focused too much on the visual 
and not enough on the practical, so Pepper 
saves the day. It is a true story of friendship, 
 balance, and support. Odell’s text is simple 
and straighforward, and the illustrations are 

messes, including paint on the couch, a ball of 
yarn unspooled throughout the living room, 
and a a batch of devoured cupcakes. Incredu-
lous of Lily’s excuses, Penny, the adult figure 
in this story, punishes both culprits. Neither 
Tiger or Lily are ready to face their mistakes, 
so they run away where they can truly be 
“wild.” They frolic in the grass, stomping 
and jumping and relishing in the freedom of 
doing as they please. Tiger’s unruliness even-
tually overwhelms Lily, and she longs to be 
“quiet and still.” Millward’s illustrations are 
childlike and have a relatable quality. When 
Lily reunites with Penny, she admits “Tiger is 
sorry,” a deflection children may use to com-
municate their emotions, but a potentially 
confusing lesson about personal responsibil-
ity. VERDICT With an  authentic depiction 
of common emotions and  behaviors, the 
book has an uneven  message, but delivers it 
with charm. An additional  purchase.– Jessica 
Agudelo, New York P.L.

H
MOREAU, Laurent. Play Outside! illus. by 
Laurent Moreau. 48p. Norton. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.95. ISBN 9781324015475. 

PreS-Gr 2–It’s a lovely, sunny day, so a mother 
sends her children outside to play. Combin-
ing real adventure and pretend play, the chil-
dren pick flowers, look at the clouds, and ride 
on a sailboat. The illustrations are extremely 
vibrant and detailed. In one spread, the text 
says “run as fast as you can” and the illustra-
tions show a sister and brother racing through 
a landscape populated with many animals, 
including a giraffe, an impala, a hippopota-
mus, and a crane. Text on the following page 
says, “and swing from the branches of trees” 
as the children climb trees over a dozen ani-
mals, including a flamingo, an okapi, and a 
gorilla. Back matter includes an eight-page 
spread of the featured creatures in the story 
and discusses animals in danger of extinction. 
VERDICT This imaginative story is highly rec-
ommended for purchase. It promotes educa-
tion about endangered species and includes 
an abundant message of hope.–Robin Sofge, 
Prince William P.L. Syst., VA

MORRIS, Jackie. Mrs. Noah’s Garden. illus. by 
James Mayhew. 40p. Otter-Barry. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9781910959466. 

K-Gr 2–In this sequel to Mrs. Noah’s Pock-
ets, Mrs. Noah, a biblical flood survivor and 
practitioner of kindness, plants a garden. 
Mrs. Noah surveys the terrain and chooses 
a spot for her garden, a place that will make 
her new land feel like home. Mayhew’s 
richly textured collage art has vibrant col-
ors and elongated lines that radiate seren-
ity. The step-by-step momentum of Morris’s 
gentle text suggests a powerful inevitability 
to Mrs. Noah’s work, who acts as a magical 
Miss Rumphius, strewing seeds and tending 
varied plants. Readers familiar with the first 
book will understand why Mrs. Noah re-

simple beginner plant identification guide. 
At one point, the story stops for a shower: 
“The bees don’t like the rain, but it’s impor-
tant for the flowers.” The book concludes 
with a brief informational section about bees 
and their activities. VERDICT Use this title 
with Lois Ehlert’s Planting a Rainbow and 
Jorey Hurley’s Beehive for a charming and 
interactive story hour.–Maryann H. Owen, 
Oak Creek P.L., WI

H
METZGER, Cecile. The Invisible Bear. illus. 
by Cecile Metzger. 40p. Tundra. Aug. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780735266872. 

Gr 1-3–A bear feels invisible, seen by no one. 
He lives in a gray world with a personal rain-
cloud overhead until the day color arrives 
in the form of a neighbor. Madame Odette 
lives in a “cheerful world of color and sound” 
doing everyday things like talking on the 
phone, cooking, and gardening. The bear is 
able to leave his dreary world when he helps 
Madame Odette water her flowers; then 
they gently embrace. The pair become fond 
of each other, able to share color and light 
sometimes tinged with gray. Their friend-
ship changes them both forever, even on the 
morning that began as any other when “Ma-
dame Odette was gone.” She simply floats off 
the page with her much-loved dragonflies. 
Readers recognize, however, that her gift to 
the bear will sustain him. Gentle illustrations 
in soft hues effectively illustrate this subtle 
tale of depression, loss, and the healing 
power of affection. The art moves from trans-
lucent grays to color in beautifully rendered 
watercolor and ink. VERDICT A beautiful 
yet subtle depiction of the restorative power 
of companionship.–Maria B. Salvadore, 
 formerly at District of Columbia P.L.

MILLER, Kelly Leigh. I Love My Fangs! illus. by 
Kelly Leigh Miller. 40p. S & S.Jul. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781534452107. 

K-Gr 3–Young Dracula is proud of his pointy 
fangs and takes good care of them. But when 
one fang gets wiggly and falls out, he be-
comes very upset and does not want anyone 
to see him with a missing fang. He tries to fix 
his fallen fang but fails, and gets angry when 
the tooth fairy tries to take this special tooth 
away. With many funny and relatable situ-
ations and a beguiling monster  character, 
this book presents a creative opportunity for 
children about dental health. Miller’s illus-
trations are bold and boast vibrant  colors. 
VERDICT A useful book with a seasonal 
theme that will help children prepare for lost 
teeth.–Noureen Qadir-Jafar, Syosset Lib., NY

MILLWARD, Gwen. Tiger Wild. 32p. Viking. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780593118153. 

K-Gr 2–A young girl and her imaginary friend 
Tiger make some poor choices before learn-
ing how to balance wild and tame behaviors. 
Initially Lily blames Tiger for a number of 
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laid to bring out details. An author’s note 
separates fact and fiction when it comes to 
defense mechanisms in the animal world. 
A glossary provides information about fea-
tured species.  VERDICT An additional pur-
chase for libraries needing to expand their 
social- emotional learning picture book 
 collection.–Amy Seto Forrester, Denver P.L.

H
RELTH, Michael. Picture Book by Dog. il-
lus. by Michael Relth. 40p. Little, 
Brown. Sept. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780316458863. 

PreS-Gr 1–Dog is living in a shelter and look-
ing for a home where he will be fed, kept 
warm, and loved. In the shelter, Dog is well 
cared for, but he feels lonely until the day a girl 
comes to adopt him. Using a notebook, Dog 
colors the events of his journey from when 
he was found and brought to the shelter, to 
him learning to live with his adoptive family. 
Relth’s debut makes use of a first-person nar-
ration to connect readers with Dog’s plight 
and convey his happiness when he joins a 
family that loves him. The eloquent digital 
illustrations use a combination of primary 
and composite colors, emphasizing shades of 
brown to represent Dog and the girl. Readers 
will learn that Dog is happy in his new home 
where he has toys, food, and his own bed. 
However, as in any new environment, Dog 
has to adjust to his new life and learn what 
is appropriate for a dog and what is not. This 
title is a great way to help children learn em-
pathy and advocate for adoption of animals 
living in shelters. VERDICT A hearty picture 
book whose simple narrative and expressive 
illustrations will engage young children and 
help them understand compassion.–Kathia 
Ibacache, Univ. of Colorado Boulder

SALAS, Laura Purdie. Clover Kitty Goes to Kit-

tygarten. illus. by Hiroe Nakata. 40p. 
Amazon/Two Lions. Aug. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9781542042468. 

PreS-Gr 1–Clover Kitty is not sure she is 
ready for kittygarten, so when she finds her-
self in Ms. Snappytail’s classroom filled with 
lots of other kittens, she panics. It is noisy 
and crowded. After a day of many activi-
ties, including singing and naptime chaos, 
Clover has had enough! Although Oliver, a 
fluffy brown kitten, tries to be her friend and 
include her in activities, everything is all 
overwhelming for Clover. She spits, bites, 
and throws a fit. Kittygarten is not for her. 
For the next few days, she feigns a cold and 
Mama Kitty allows her to stay home, where 
it is peaceful and soothing. Finally, on 
 Friday, Clover decides she may be ready for 
kittygarten after all. Armed with a backpack 
full of survival gear, she is ready to join the 
class and even begins to find some enjoy-
ment in school. Young readers will identify 
with Clover’s feelings about starting school 
or any new adventure. Pair with  classic 

illustrations. Buy where more Halloween 
books are needed.–Anna Haase Krueger, 
Ramsey County Lib., MN

REINHARDT, Jennifer Black. Playing Possum. 

illus. by Jennifer Black Reinhardt. 32p. 
Clarion. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781328782700. 

PreS-Gr 1– Alfred, an opossum, plays dead 
anytime he’s the center of attention. His 
nervousness contributes to his friendless-
ness; until he meets Sofia, an armadillo 
who rolls into a ball when scared. The 
two become best friends. Together, they 
make it their mission to reach out to other 
nervous animals with kindness, patience, 
understanding, and forgiveness. Reinhardt 
tells this story in a linear fashion, making 
the plot line and character development 
easy to follow. Rather than focusing on 
the scary aspects of meeting someone new 
or being the center of attention, the hu-
morous elements of an animals’ defense 
mechanism are highlighted. For instance, 
Sofia uses Alfred’s paralyzed, outstretched 
hands for her yarn while she waits for him 
to unfreeze. The anthropomorphized 
animals wear clothes, such as beribboned 
straw hats and denim overalls, as they caper 
about on two feet through richly toned wa-
tercolor landscapes filled with flowers and 
curlicues. Ink and colored pencil are over-

 colorful and sweet, with nods to famous mov-
ies and performers. VERDICT This quaint and 
enjoyable tale reminds readers of the value 
of friendship.–Kaitlin Malixi, Kensington 
Health Sciences Academy, Philadelphia

PAUL, Ruth. Cookie Boo. illus. by Ruth Paul. 
32p. HarperCollinsJul. 2020. Tr $10.99. 
ISBN 9780062869562. 

PreS-Gr 2–Seven Halloween sugar cookies 
snooze in their cookie tin, waiting for moon-
light to give them life. Little Monster opens 
the tin looking for a sweet treat, which allows 
moonlight to touch the cookies. The cook-
ies jump up and shout, “Boo!” scaring Little 
Monster away. The cookies escape past the 
dog and into the night, yelling “Boo!” and 
terrifying the neighborhood. Little Monster 
finally ambushes them, capturing one of the 
cookies. Is this the end for Baby Bat cookie? 
The other cookies rescue their friend with a 
well-timed “Boo!” and Little Monster flees. 
The cookies hightail it back to the safety of 
their cookie tin. Readers can hope that Lit-
tle Monster, shown in the background with 
a pile of candy, will have enough other treats 
to satisfy its sweet tooth. The charming il-
lustrations manage to be both adorable and 
spooky, and with the bouncing rhymes and 
many opportunities to shout “Boo!” few will 
question the logic of this sugary romp. VER-

DICT A fun read-aloud with eye-catching 

YOU MATTER

by Christian Robinson, 40p. S. & S./Atheneum. May 

2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781534421691. 

PreS-Gr 1–Robinson follows up his acclaimed debut 

Another with more of his spirited illustrations and 

spare, reaffirming prose. From “the small stuff too 

small to see,” viewed by a young girl peering through 

a microscope, Robinson depicts the perspectives of 

many creatures and people. Robinson’s cut paper illustrations depict a timeline of 

existence through prehistoric times, through space, and finally in a contemporary, 

urban setting. Each spread contains small details that link one scene to the next, 

emphasizing his message of connectivity. Robinson captures sentiments many 

young readers are familiar with (“when everyone thinks you’re a pest,” “the first 

to go and the last”) and repeats the titular phrase throughout the book as an 

uplifting mantra. Robinson conveys complex themes, hinting at the universality of 

emotions, while validating the individual emotional journey of young readers. The 

choice of characters and settings work seamlessly to convey the passage of time 

and the endurance of his message of resilience and the significance of how we all 

relate and contribute to the world around us. 

VERDICT An earnest message and charming illustrations grow more poignant under 

closer reading. Highly recommended.–Jessica Agudelo, New York Public Library

This review originally appeared on slj.com.

On the Web: Starred Review  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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George’s  parents have sad news; Stella has 
passed away.  Although George now hates 
Saturdays—he has crossed them all out on 
the calendar—he tries to remember the fun 
things he and Stella did together. Then, one 
day, a new Stella comes into his life; a new 
baby sister. She is definitely not like the old 
Stella, but George is happy to show her the 
world his grandmother introduced to him. 
 Saturdays are sweet again. The mixed-media 
 illustrations convey the characters’ emotions 
well, allowing readers to feel to their bones 
George’s good and bad times. VERDICT An 
endearing story, and a necessary purchase. 
–Martha Rico, Yselta ISD, TX

WICKER, Valeria. The Ugly Doodles. illus. by 
Valeria Wicker. 32p. Little, Brown. Jul. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780316456265. 

K-Gr 2–It only takes one visit to the art 
 museum for Raven to fall in love. She 
 immediately decides to turn her bedroom 
into a gallery and fill it with her very own 
masterpieces. Unfortunately, when she sits 
down to draw, all she can make are ugly 
doodles. She hates them, so she stuffs them 
under the bed. And that’s when the ugly 
doodles start haunting her. No matter what 
she does with them, the papers come back 
to her. Finally, Raven gives in. She takes 
out her crayons and paints, adding polish 
and color until her bedroom gallery is full 
of masterpieces that started their lives as 
ugly doodles. Suspense build swiftly with 
descriptive third-person narration and well-
timed page turns. Unfortunately, the story’s 
conclusion suddenly veers away from the 
fun of the midsection and leaves readers 
with a moral that is tidy, yet lackluster. The 
illustrations use a mauve and mahogany 
palette and fuzzy black framing to create an 
eerie Victorian atmosphere. Raven, with her 
red curls and porcelain skin, has expressive 
eyes and body language. VERDICT Not quite 
a scary story, but not fully a book to inspire 
 creativity. This is a secondary purchase for 
libraries.–Amy Seto Forrester, Denver P.L.

H
WALKER, Tricia Elam. Nana Akua Goes to 

School. illus. by April Harrison. 40p. 
Random/Schwartz & Wade. Jun. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780525581130. 

K-Gr 2–Grandparent’s Day is fast approach-
ing and Zura’s classmates are very excited. 
Alejo is bringing in his abuelo, an amazing 
fisherman, who will teach the children how 
to catch fish. Bisou’s mimi is a dentist and is 
going to give each child a toothbrush. Zura, 
on the other hand, has great anxiety about 
introducing her beloved nana Akua to her 
friends. Nana grew up in Ghana and has 
permanent tribal markings on her face and 
Zura has begun to notice that these scars can 
scare people. She is fearful that her class-
mates won’t understand and will laugh and 
be mean to her beloved grandmother. After 
Zura confesses her distress, she and her nana 
come up with a plan. On the day of the cel-
ebration, they show the class different tribal 
symbols utilizing a handmade quilt and then 
ask the children to choose one for nana to 
paint on their faces. Everyone is thrilled. 
Mixed-media collage illustrations are the 
perfect medium to showcase this endearing 
tale. VERDICT This lovely story explores the 
perennial fear of being different, while show-
casing the great love between a grandparent 
and grandchild. Pair this with Joowon Oh’s 
Our Favorite Day for a winning story hour. 
Strongly recommended for purchase for all 
collections.–Amy Nolan, St. Joseph P.L., MI

WELLINS, Candy. Saturdays Are For Stella. 

 illus. by Charlie Eve Ryan. 32p. Page 
Street. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781624149214. 

K-Gr 2–Just because Stella is George’s 
grandmother doesn’t mean that she can’t 
also be his best friend. Their special day is 
Saturday, when they spend time together 
going to the park or the museum and al-
ways walking past the toy store. Stella 
makes going downtown exciting, she gives 
the best hugs, and she never tires of read-
ing George’s favorite books. But one day 

first day of school titles such as Wemberly 
 Worried by Kevin Henkes or The Kissing 
Hand by Audrey Penn. The watercolor illus-
trations have soft, inviting colors. VERDICT A 
perfect story to share at the beginning of the 
school year.–Martha Rico, Yselta ISD, TX

H
SMALL, David. Imogene Comes Back!  illus. 
by David Small. 40p. Knopf. Sept. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780593123744. 

PreS-Gr 2–This is a charming follow-up to 
Small’s Imogene’s Antlers. It all starts one 
day when Imogene wakes up to find that a 
pair of antlers had grown on her head over-
night. The next day, a peacock’s tail has 
sprouted. This parade of peculiarities is only 
just beginning. Every day Imogene wakes 
up with a new surprise. The excitement is 
just too much for her family, especially her 
poor mother who simply can’t cope. True 
to herself despite the curious new features, 
Imogene is able to find the best in every situ-
ation. While sporting a long giraffe neck, she 
discovers a lost football. With her elephant 
trunk, she is able to water the entire garden. 
Despite Imogene’s positive attitude, it is all 
too much for her family, and just as they are 
about to give up and send her away, Imogene 
wakes up as herself without any additions. 
And then there’s a  twist! The illustrations 
are soft and colorful in Small’s signature 
style. VERDICT This sweet and funny story 
has an important message about acceptance. 
A highly recommended purchase,  especially 
for fans of the first book.–Elizabeth Blake, 
Fields Corner Lib., Dorchester, MA

SWANSON, Matthew. Sunrise Summer. illus. by 
Robbi Behr. 48p. Imprint. April 2020. Tr 
$18.99. ISBN 9781250080585. 

Gr 1-2–This husband-and-wife team tell a 
tale based on their family’s experiences visit-
ing Alaska. Each year their family of six flies 
4,000 miles from their home to go salmon 
fishing. At last, the unnamed daughter is 
old enough to join the crew and not simply 
sit on the sidelines watching them do their 
work. It’s a hard, messy business in windy, 
wet weather but the girl is excited to be part 
of the operation. Upon arrival, the family 
 repairs their cabin, outhouse, and fishing 
nets in readiness for the season to get under-
way. Detailed and vibrant illustrations are 
crafted with pen, ink, gouache, and digital 
collage. The images come in a wide variety 
of sizes and shapes and show the family keep-
ing busy until the radio announcer states: 
“The salmon are coming.” Then the hard 
work really begins, and readers are shown 
an almost step-by-step sequence of events 
that are necessary for netting the sockeye 
salmon. Four pages at the end of the book 
give more information on the annual family 
trek.  VERDICT This is engaging tale about a 
summer vacation that is far from ordinary.–
Maryann H. Owen, Oak Creek P.L. WI

Nana Akua Goes to School (Walker) 
©2020 by April Harrison
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as Violet’s best friend. The three are grouped 
together for a science project, and before 
long, they’re whisked away to a magical 
Maker Maze run by the eccentric Dr. Crisp. 
The three must work together to complete 
three levels of the maze, and to cement their 
friendship as a trio, before time runs out. This 
series is great for kids who are looking for an 
adventure that isn’t scary. The science theme 
is fun,  educational, and age-appropriate for 
the intended audience. The cartoonish illus-
trations pair well with the text and add con-
text and emotion to the plot. VERDICT Fans 
of “The Magic School Bus” series will enjoy 
this as a step up in reading level with a similar 
theme. A recommended purchase for public 
and school libraries.–Jessica Trafton, Skidom-
pha Lib., Damariscotta, ME

HARRISON, Paula. The Naughty Kitten. illus. 
by Olivia Chin Mueller. 112p. (Royal 
 Rescues: Bk. 1). Feiwel & Friends. Jul. 
2020. Tr $15.99. ISBN 9781250264886. 

K-Gr 3–Princess Beatrice would love to have 
a pet, but her father King George does not 
think a royal palace is suitable for animals. 
When Beatrice and her siblings go to the 
park for a kite-flying contest and Bea finds a 
kitten all alone and stuck in a tree, she can’t 
help but rescue him. Against the rules of 
her father, Bea sneaks the kitten home and 
tries to keep him hidden. However, kittens 
are rambunctious, and her plan is soon re-
vealed. Thankfully, Tiger the kitten’s bois-
terous antics help catch a thief, and Princess 
Bea is able to convince her dad that pets can 
have a place at the palace. Young readers 
who enjoy royalty or animal-based series, 
such as Daisy Meadows’s “Rainbow Magic” 
or Harrison’s other series, will devour this 
newest princess-and-pet offering. Frequent 

BARNABY, Hannah. Monster and Boy. illus. by 
Anoosha Syed. 144p. Holt/Godwin Bks. Jul. 
2020. Tr $13.99. ISBN 9781250217837. 

Gr 1-3–One night, as a young boy goes to 
bed, he tells his mother that he is not afraid 
of monsters. The monster who lives under 
the bed hears the boy and decides to show 
him the error of his ways, but things go awry 
when the boy starts to scream and the mon-
ster accidentally swallows him. Together, 
the monster and the boy solve problems, 
journey through the house, and meet up 
with the boy’s precocious little sister before 
finally falling asleep. Young readers will 
find friends in monster and boy. On most of 
the pages, Syed’s silly and inviting illustra-
tions are rendered in black, white, and teal 
and perfectly complement the duo’s amus-
ing antics. The first line of each chapter is 
in teal and a different font, which may be 
challenging for early readers, but the rest of 
the text is easy to read with plenty of white 
space. Barnaby directly addresses the reader 
a few times throughout the story, as well 
as changes tenses. Newly emergent read-
ers may find this style choice challenging, 
but it could work well as a teaching tool for 
slightly older readers or in a read-aloud set-
ting. Otherwise, the language is straightfor-
ward and the illustrations work in tandem 
to support the text. VERDICT This whimsical 
pair will be a hit with those looking for a 
playful, adventurous story for early indepen-
dent chapter book readers. Most collections 
serving this age range will benefit from this 
addition.–Ellen Conlin, Naperville P.L., IL

GREGORY, Philippa. The Princess Rules.  illus. by 
Chris Chatterton. 256p. HarperCollins/ 
Harper. May 2020. pap. $6.99. ISBN 
9780008388317. POP

Gr 1-3–Three previously published “Princess 
Florizella” tales are grouped together in this 
delightful collection. Princess Florizella is 
not a typical princess. This quirky, confident 

tween rejects rules and loves her horse, ad-
venture, and swordplay. She doesn’t plan to 
marry, refuses to be rescued, and likes to take 
matters into her own (not-always-competent) 
hands. Readers are introduced to her in the 
first story, “Princess Florizella.” Though 
the narrator follows the traditional fairy-tale 
form, the voice is decidedly wry, with witty 
asides that help subvert fairy-tale conven-
tions. Florizella is sent to attend Prince Ben-
nett’s breakfast, where he will find a bride. 
She observes how other princesses neither 
eat nor express opinions as she tucks into 
a hearty breakfast and opines freely. When 
Bennett proposes, Florizella offers friend-
ship instead, much to her parents’ dismay. 
In “Florizella and the Wolves,” the princess 
rescues a litter of baby wolves after their par-
ents are killed by a hunter. She hides them 
in the castle but her behavior leads people 
to believe that she’s turning into an animal. 
“Florizella and the Giant” showcases the 
protagonist taking initiative. Bypassing the 
adults, she vows to battle a giant who seems 
to be rampaging the countryside. Accompa-
nied by Bennett, she sets out to do the deed 
right. Grey-toned spot art enlivens the text 
and adds humor. VERDICT These gently 
feminist fairy tales celebrate individuality, 
friendship, and partnership. A collection that 
belongs in all libraries serving youngsters.–
Brenda Kahn, Tenakill M.S., Closter, NJ

GRIFFITH, Theanne. How To Test a Friendship. 

illus. by Reggie Brown. 112p. (Magnifi-
cent Makers: Bk. 1). Random. May 2020. 
Tr $12.99. ISBN 9780593122990; pap. 
$5.99. ISBN 9780593122983. 

K-Gr 3–Pablo and Violet are best friends. 
When new student Deepak joins their duo, 
Pablo isn’t so sure he likes the competition 
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worried that her head keeps popping off. 
During one of these episodes she meets 
Thistle the fairy, who helps get her head 
back on straight, literally and figuratively. 
Callaway is a relatable character who’s so 
overwhelmed by an impending deadline 
that she is unable to function, but Thistle’s 
“you do you” attitude gives her the reassur-
ance she needs to figure out her contribu-
tion to the fair. While the other fairies dis-
approve of Thistle’s unorthodox methods, 
he doesn’t care what they think of him 
and focuses instead on accomplishing his 
goals. Together, the two convey a  message 
of self-acceptance—it’s OK to take time to 
discover oneself and one’s role in a commu-
nity. Vandorn’s vivid pastel illustrations are 

enchanting and surreal—
like  Callaway, all the other 
orchard characters have 
heads made of the fruits 
or vegetables that they are 
responsible for producing. 
VERDICT With whimsical 
artwork and honesty, this is 
ideal for young readers need-
ing reassurance that they do 
not have to be like everyone 
else.–Amanda Melilli, Univ. 
of Nevada, Las Vegas

dynamics with honesty and affection. The 
full- color, cartoonish art depicts a variety 
of classroom and neighborhood scenes 
that  reflect the diversity of the characters. 
VERDICT This appealing chapter book is 
a terrific addition to any 100-day narrative 
collection. It is  perfectly tailored for a read-
aloud and is bound to be a favorite.–Brenda 
Kahn, Tenakill M.S., Closter, NJ

Chapter Book 
Graphic Novels

VANDORN, Kaeti. Crabapple Trouble. illus. by 
 Kaeti Vandorn. 176p. Random/Graphic. 
Aug. 2020. Tr $12.99. ISBN 
9781984896803. 

Gr 2-5–The Summer Time 
Fair is almost here, and the 
Forest Fairy Kingdom has 
promised prizes for the win-
ners of the produce competi-
tion. While everyone in the 
orchard has amazing ideas, 
Callaway, who sells crabap-
ples and has an apple-shaped 
head, can’t think of anything. 
Worst of all, she becomes so 

illustrations dot the chapters, and text is 
large and manageable for early  chapter 
readers. The story is fully plot driven, but 
the vocabulary and concepts are appropri-
ate for the audience. Bea and her family 
are all people of color, and the location of 
the kingdom is not specified. VERDICT A 
pleasant story of princesses and pets that is 
likely to appeal to early readers who enjoy 
these topics. An additional purchase.– Ellen 
 Conlin,  Naperville P.L., IL

JENKINS, Emily. Harry Versus the First 100 Days 

of School. illus. by Pete Oswald. 240p. 
Random/Schwartz & Wade. Jun. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780525644712. 

K-Gr 3–Six-year-old Harry Bergen-Murphy 
is endearing, earnest, and anxious. He lives 
in Brooklyn with his single mother and at-
tends the public school just a few blocks 
away with his older sister, Charlotte. Harry 
is about to start first grade and he’s worried 
about mean kids, teachers who yell, and 
scary guinea pigs. Short chapters perfectly 
portray the first 100 days of his first grade 
year with all its glorious ups and downs, 
from where to sit at lunch to tackling the 
tricky silent “e” to what 100 items he will 
share on the hundredth day of school. 
Jenkins depicts first grade dialogue and 

https://charlesbridge.com/
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the Hunt, the “worst Wicked Fairy on the 
Glistening Isles,” reveals his pumpkin face 
and comes after the duo. They will need to 
cooperate in order to survive, but will they 
ever get along? This magical tale is told 
by a wry, omniscient narrator and explores 
what it truly means to be a friend regardless 
of superficial differences. VERDICT A good 
choice for fantasy adventure fans and reluc-
tant middle grade readers alike; purchase 
where lighthearted fantasies are popular. 
–Jessica Caron, Bancroft Sch., MA

ARMSTRONG, Kelley. The Gryphon’s Lair. 288p. 
(A Royal Guide to Monster Slaying: Bk. 
2). Puffin Canada. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. 
ISBN 9780735265387. 

Gr 4-6–Rowan returns in this follow-up to 
Armstrong’s A Royal Guide to Monster Slay-
ing. Readers do not have to wait long for the 
Royal Monster Hunter to land in another 
sticky situation. When the gryphon cap-
tured in her last adventure is killed while 
giving birth, Rowan convinces her mother, 
the Queen, to allow the baby named Tiera 
to stay in the castle so it can be studied 
before it’s returned to the wild. When her 
mother’s family attempts to claim the throne 
through scheming, Rowan is once again 
thrust into a highly dangerous yet neces-
sary mission to bring Tiera home to her kin 
living high in the mountains. Following in 
the footsteps of the first installment, this 
entry offers nonstop action and adventure. 
Rowan and her friends not only encounter 
mythological beasts, they also deal with the 
everyday problems of the average middle 
schooler. Rowan must field rumors of her 
mother becoming involved with someone 
new after her father’s death and navigate the 
misunderstandings and awkward feelings 

ACAMPORA, Paul. Danny Constantino’s First 

(and Maybe Last?) Date. 224p. Dial. Jul. 
2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781984816610. 

Gr 5 Up–High expectations turn Danny 
Constantino’s very first date into a blur of 
stress and excitement.  A teen celebrity, 
a socialite mother, and living in a small 
town further heighten Danny’s anxiety. In 
tiny Cuper Cove, seventh grader Danny 
is a wallflower. His mother, on the other 
hand, is a self-made, overzealous realtor 
who is also running for mayor. Danny’s life 
turns upside down when his best friend’s 
sister sends a text invitation to Natalie to 
attend Cuper Cove’s Halloween Dance. 
Better known as Natalie Flores Griffin, the 
Hollywood “It Girl,” Natalie was Danny’s 
close friend before moving and becoming a 
major star. Midway through the afternoon, 
students, the principal and Danny’s  mother 
discover that Natalie has accepted the date. 
This is a fast-paced, humorous escapade 
that tackles the social awkwardness of 
middle school dating. Authentic yet witty 
dialogue advances the plot while provid-
ing crucial character development. Tween 
movie fans will recognize the multitude of 
rom-com and popular movie references, 
helping to alleviate the potentially cheesy 
romance focus. Readers will relate to 
Danny, whose life seems to move without 
him at times, mirroring an adolescent per-
spective. VERDICT A lighthearted, realistic 
 fiction book that uses humor to quench the 
social anxiety of middle school life.–  Mary-
Brook J. Townsend, The McGillis Sch., Salt 
Lake City

ALEXANDER, K.R. Scare Me. 224p.  Scholastic. Jul. 
2020. pap. $6.99. ISBN 9781338338812. 

Gr 5 Up–Kevin is an expert at conceptual-
izing and building haunted houses. Each 
year, the town of Happy Hills holds a 
haunted house contest at a local museum, 
where teams of kids come up with new ways 

to scare people. The scariest team wins 
bragging rights and a year’s worth of pizza. 
Kevin, Julie, and Tanesha, otherwise known 
as the Bloody Banshees, held the winning 
record until last year when newcomer 
 Patricia usurped the victory despite break-
ing the rules. Determined to reclaim their 
spot, Kevin and his team get to work. While 
cleaning out the basement where they are 
setting up, he finds a porcelain mannequin 
dressed in an old wedding dress. Kevin 
learns that she is the Ghost Bride, and the 
story is creepier than anything he and the 
Banshees have created. Kevin’s discovery 
awakens not only the Ghost Bride, but the 
house as well, and the Bloody Banshees 
and the other contestants face the reality 
that the scares they planned are coming 
to life. VERDICT A solid choice for fans of 
creepy fiction, perfect for middle grade 
 audiences.–Stephanie Wilkes, Good Hope 
M.S., West Monroe, LA

ANDERS, Lou. Once Upon a Unicorn. 288p. 
Crown. Aug. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781524719449. 

Gr 3-7–Midnight, a night mare from the 
Whisperwood, had a plan and it did not 
involve a unicorn—until she witnessed one 
being drowned by a group of kelpies in the 
River Restless. Midnight was going to res-
cue the unicorn, prove that night mares are 
better than unicorns, and then return to her 
original mission. Instead, Midnight now 
finds herself with Curious, a surprisingly 
science-minded unicorn, on the other side 
of the river. When Midnight and Curious 
discover that they are after the same wispy 
wood wink, competition and old preju-
dices surface. However, they are forced to 
put their differences aside when Jack o’ 
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about Native customs, and becomes friends 
with Orenda, the girl next door. Through 
his friendship with Orenda, Collin accepts 
things about himself, learns to trust, and 
grows stronger both physically and emo-
tionally. However, Orenda is terminally ill. 
Ultimately, he learns to give her strength in 
return. Collin finds inspiration in the books 
that Orenda introduces him to, specifically 
the novels of Adriana Mather. Ghosts, spiri-
tualism, Ojibwe culture, and the ability to 
find wonder in everyday events all blend 
seamlessly into a powerful coming-of-age 
story. VERDICT This is an amazing debut 
full of heart, authenticity, and courage. A 
recommended first purchase for libraries 
serving middle graders and teens.–Claire 
Covington, Broadway H.S., VA

H
CORDOVA, Zoraida. The Way to Rio Luna. 

336p. Scholastic. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781338239546. 

Gr 3-6–Danny Monteverde has survived the 
foster care system because of his brave older 
sister, Pili; their mysterious book of fairy 
tales, The Way to Rio Luna; and his unshak-
able belief in magic. But when Pili disap-
pears from her group home and is presumed 
a runaway, and his foster father throws away 
his beloved book, Danny’s world begins to 
crumble. This is a classic portal fantasy, a 
portrait of childhood resilience, and an ode 
to kids who “have hearts that love and souls 
that are kind and minds that believe.” Cór-
dova infuses Danny’s quest and the magical 
world of Rio Luna with friendship, whimsy, 
and boundless creativity, from the shrewd 
Moon Witch and dramatic Jackalope Prince 
to an adventure that spans New York City, 
Ecuador, Brazil, and Northern Ireland. 
Original fairy tales feel ancient alongside 
references to Neverland and Narnia; the 
result is a revised canon of children’s fan-
tasy literature to center a global mythology, 
heralded by children of color. Although the 
plot rushes toward an abrupt ending, read-
ers will eagerly await the next installment. 
VERDICT With its diverse, fully-realized cast 
of characters and inventive world-building, 
this complex adventure quest is a rare treat 
for fantasy lovers and those who believe in 
magic.–Molly  Saunders, Manatee County 
P.L., Bradenton, FL

DERNAVICH, Drew. Elvin Link, Please Re-

port to the Principal’s Office! illus. by 
Drew Dernavich. 224p. Holt/Christy 
 Ottaviano Bks. Jul. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781627792097. 

Gr 3-5–Fifth-grader Elvin is a talented 
 artist but he runs into trouble at school. 
He doodles on his assignments, his desk, 
his locker, and even his lunch tray, in be-
tween threats from bully Peter Zorber, also 
known as the Wedgiemaster. In the end, 
Elvin’s drawing skills help solve the mys-

organized, with each chapter featuring a re-
peat of the same catastrophic day through 
Eve’s eyes. Building a support system is gen-
tly emphasized over pursuing a one-sided 
romantic relationship, as is the notion that 
trying new experiences can lead to deeper 
friendships and discovering new passions. 
VERDICT A great read for military children, 
kids of divorce, or any middle grade reader 
who needs encouragement and a reminder 
that they are capable of more than they real-
ize.–Julia McKenna, Jacksonville Univ., FL

BILAN, Jasbinder. Asha and the Spirit Bird. 

336p. Scholastic/Chicken House. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9781338571059. 

Gr 4-6–Asha’s father has traveled to the city 
to make money, but his family hasn’t heard 
from him in months. Asha’s mother feels 
the only thing to do is sell their farm in  India 
at the base of the Himalayas and move to 
England. Asha cannot believe that her fa-
ther would abandon her family and is de-
termined to find him. With the help of her 
best friend Jeevan and the watchful “dark-
flecked” eye of a lamagaia vulture that Asha 
believes is the spirit of her grandmother, the 
duo sets off on a dangerous, cold, rocky, and 
fateful journey to locate her father. With 
mythical guides believed to be the spirits of 
her ancestors, Asha has more than just luck 
on her side. Bilan creates a believable world 
with real-life conflicts and characters that 
will resonate. Though the names of places 
are made up, descriptions of harsh societal 
conditions such as sickness, child servitude, 
and poor working environments  are rooted 
in reality. This adventure has its twists and 
turns, but the book is a somewhat quiet story 
that can lag in momentum. The resolution 
leaves a saccharine tone that contrasts with 
the rest of the narrative, and seems a bit too 
quick and convenient. However, readers 
will feel that Asha deserves a happy ending. 
VERDICT A heroic adventure with a brave, 
believable female character that would 
 appeal to those who like realistic fiction 
with a dash of magic.–Clare A. Dombrowski, 
Amesbury P.L., MA

H
BIRD, James. The Brave. 320p. Feiwel & 
Friends. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781250247759. 

Gr 5 Up–Collin may be in middle school, 
but readers of all ages will relate to his 
 journey of self-discovery. Collin is neurodi-
verse; he counts every letter that is spoken 
to him and compulsively says the resulting 
number out loud. This makes him a target 
for bullies. His father is cold and, after yet 
another blow-up at school, he sends Collin 
to live with the mother he has never met. 
She is Ojibwe, and lives on a reservation 
in Minnesota. This move appears to be a 
terrifying life change, but it ends up  being 
wonderful. Collin meets family, learns 

that come with friends becoming potential 
crushes. VERDICT An enjoyable follow-up to 
its rollicking predecessor.  Recommended 
for fans of Rick Riordan and Tamora 
Pierce.–Sara Brunkhorst, Glenview P.L., IL

ASTER, Alex. Curse of the Night Witch. 

352p. (Emblem Island: Bk. 1). Source-
books. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781492697206. 

Gr 4-8–Tor Luna has always known how 
his monotonous life will go. In his home 
on Emblem Island, people are born with 
their lifelines written on their hands and an 
emblem (a gift) on their skin. Tor’s leader-
ship emblem and smooth-fated lifeline 
motivates him to ask the wish-gods on New 
Year’s Eve for a new power. Instead, Tor is 
cursed with a wicked marking that drasti-
cally shortens his lifeline. Teaming up with 
his best friend Engle and clever classmate 
Melda, Tor  begins a journey across the is-
land in search of the one person who can 
change his fate, the Night Witch. Aster 
kicks off a new series encompassed in a Lat-
in American myth-based world. The story 
line is embellished with excerpts from The 
Book of Cuentos, Emblem Island’s ancient 
text, to expand on the islanders’ lore while 
subtly foreshadowing future events. The vi-
brant detail given to each village Tor travels 
through (like a phosphorescent jungle or 
formidable  Amazonian giantesses) provides 
rich  scenery that is a delight to imagine. 
Embedded in Tor’s cross-island trek are a 
multitude of life lessons, such as accepting 
failure, asking for help, practicing  humility, 
and finding honest people. Discerning 
 readers may spot the final twist early, though 
this won’t dampen the ending as it unravels. 
VERDICT A  fast-paced island adventure with 
enough quirks to entice most young fantasy 
 readers.–Emily Walker, Lisle Lib. Dist., IL

BEARCE, Amy. Paris on Repeat. 224p. Jolly 
Fish. Jul. 2020. pap. $11.99. ISBN 
9781631634376. 

Gr 5 Up–A humorous and heartwarming 
story of a teen navigating the challenges 
of her parents’ divorce and being part of 
a  military family. Eve is on the final day 
of a school trip to Europe with fellow stu-
dents from her mother’s military base in 
 Germany. Her plan? To profess her love 
to her crush on the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
When things don’t go according to plan, 
Eve’s big day becomes more awkward than 
she could ever imagine. However, after 
a strange encounter with a fortune teller, 
Eve embarks on a Groundhog Day–style 
journey towards building her confidence 
and discovering the power of friendship in 
times of struggle. Overall, this story encour-
ages young readers to put friendship first, 
find support when things get tough, and 
 embrace new experiences. The book is well  
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WASHINGTON 
Janae Marks

  H“An extraordinary, 
timely, must-read 
debut about love, 

family, friendship, 
and justice.” 

—Kirkus Reviews  
HPW  

HSLJ  
HBooklist

EFRÉN DIVIDED 
Ernesto Cisneros

H“Will not only 
open dialogue with 
children on the issue 
of immigration but 
also encourage 
conversations on the 
subjects of kindness, 
empathy and activism.” 
—Booklist  
HPW  

HSLJ
HKirkus Reviews 

THE 
MAGNIFICENT 

MONSTERS 
OF CEDAR 

STREET 
Lauren Oliver

H“Oliver’s charac-
ters leap off the page 

and readers of all 
ages will find 

themselves eagerly 
rooting them on.” 

—SLJ  
HPW   

HKirkus Reviews

CATHERINE’S WAR 
Julia Billet 
and Claire Fauvel

H“A remarkable 
tribute to the 
generosity, 
compassion, 
and courage of 
ordinary people.”  
—SLJ  
HBCCB

HBooklist  

HarperStacks.com                                                                                                @HarperStacks

Quill Tree Books
Katherine Tegen Books
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HOBBS, Will. City of Gold. 256p. Harper Collins/ 
Harper. Jul. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9780061708817. 

Gr 4-7–Part quest and part adventure, this 
story of courage and resilience describes one 
family’s journey across Colorado in search 
of two stolen mules and a family’s legacy. 
Following the death of their father, the Hol-
lowell family has just settled on their new 
farm when 15-year-old Owen discovers their 
two mules have been stolen. Knowing they 
won’t survive without livestock to plow the 
fields, Owen sets out to track down the rus-
tler and bring home their beloved Hercules 
and Peaches. After a dangerous mountain 
trek, he finds himself in Telluride, the self-
proclaimed “City of Gold.” With help from 
a colorful assortment of townsfolk, miners, a 
girl named Molly, and even his Wild West–
loving brother Till, Owen learns the truth 
about the mules and the man who took 
them. Now all he must do is convince the 
town’s infamous marshal to help him catch 
the outlaw. Balancing a narrative packed with 
descriptive details and a full range of charac-
ters, including some notorious names from 
Wild West lore, Hobbs’s oftentimes slow 
trudge through the Colorado mountains is 
lightened by rich dialogue and the protago-
nists’ strong sense of purpose.  VERDICT This 
historical novel set in the American West 
touches on everything from unions and ill-
ness to xenophobia and criminality. Hobbs 
seamlessly surrounds the  Hollowells’ quest 
with an authentic view of mining life at 
the turn of the century.–Rebecca Redinger, 
 Lincoln Park Branch, Chicago P.L.

KADONO, Eiko. Kiki’s Delivery Service. trans. 
from Japanese. 208p. Delacorte. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781984896667. POP

Gr 4 Up–This fantastical story of a charm-
ing witch, originally published in 1985 and 
adapted into the beloved Hiyao Miyazaki 
film, has been translated from Japanese to 
English. When Kiki turns 13, witch tradi-
tion mandates that she must leave her family 
and set out on her own. With her sidekick, 
a black cat named Gigi, Kiki settles in the 
village of Koriko. Drawing upon her talents 
as a witch, Kiki establishes her own delivery 
service. Throughout her first year of working 
and living in Koriko, Kiki meets new friends 
who brighten her days, embarks on exciting 
adventures, and is launched on a journey of 
self-discovery. Kadono crafts a vulnerable, 
likable character in Kiki and readers will 
surely connect with her. Young readers will 
delight in Kiki’s humorous experiences and 
will relate to her worries. This #OwnVoices 
fantasy novel offers a glimpse into a few as-
pects of Japanese culture. VERDICT A classic 
tale, this new translation is perfect for read-
alouds and will find a welcome home in any 
library. Recommended.–Amy McInerney, 
Falmouth Elem. Sch., ME

FRIXE, Katja. The Magical Bookshop. trans. 
from German by Ruth Ahmedzai Kemp. 
illus. by Florentine Prechtel. 176p. Rock 
the Boat. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781786078667. 

Gr 3 Up–Clara thinks her new school year 
can’t get any worse after her best friend, Lot-
tie, moves away. However, Clara’s world is 
quickly thrown into chaos by the new student 
who sits in Lottie’s old seat, the taunts of mean 
girls, and a new teacher (who happens to be 
the girlfriend of Lottie’s recently divorced 
dad). Even Clara’s beloved magical bookshop 
isn’t safe; the store’s magical cat and talking 
mirror warn Clara and store-owner Mrs. Owl 
about a jealous antique shop clerk who is de-
termined to put Clara’s safe haven out of busi-
ness. While filled with everyday emotional 
drama, Clara’s adventures remain light and 
fun, with small elements of low fantasy and 
a smattering of black-and-white illustrations 
adding a touch of charm to an otherwise char-
acter-driven school story. Smoothly translated 
from German to English, the book contains 
a number of Briticisms that may catch young 
readers off guard. It takes time to get to the 
real action, with the threat to the bookshop 
appearing and disappearing abruptly in the 
last third of the book. VERDICT Not a required 
purchase, but a good read-alike for fans of 
Annie Barrows’s “Ivy and Bean” and Ann M. 
Martin’s “Missy Piggle Wiggle.”–Annamarie 
Carlson, Westerville P.L., OH

GRAY, Kristin L. The Amelia Six. 272p. S. & S./
Paula Wiseman Bks. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781534418851. 

Gr 4-6–Eleven-year-old Millie is traveling to 
Atchison, KS, to spend the night in the his-
toric home of acclaimed aviator Amelia Ear-
hart. Upon her arrival, she meets five other 
girls who will also stay in the house over-
night. However, by nightfall, Amelia’s famed 
goggles go missing. Millie teams up with her 
new friends to solve the mystery of their dis-
appearance. The “Amelia Six” must investi-
gate every clue, from a suspicious herbal tea 
to a Christmas tree stored in a closet. This 
fast-paced whodunit reaches a satisfying and 
surprising finale, with each heroine’s unique 
set of skills on full display. This novel shines 
with its brilliant cast of diverse, smart, and 
spunky characters. Gray also makes full use 
of the mystery genre to illustrate problem-
solving, critical thinking, and deduction 
and reasoning skills. The  pacing of the plot 
and short chapters make this a strong choice 
for a classroom read-aloud, or a bedtime 
story for families. VERDICT This is a delight-
ful and clever middle grade novel that will 
appeal to readers of historical fiction and 
mystery. Fans of Ben Guterson’s “Winter-
house” series and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb’s 
“Story Collector” will find a kindred spirit in 
 Millie.–Katherine Hickey, Metropolitan Lib. 
Syst., Oklahoma City

terious disappearance of the school’s field-
day T-shirts, and brings an end to Peter’s 
bullying. The mystery may be too mild to 
hold readers’ interest, and Peter’s redemp-
tion comes a little too easily: Immediately 
after he faces school-wide humiliation, he 
apologizes to Elvin and all of his victims. 
There is an uneven message about bullying 
in the narration: Even as he is tormented 
by Peter, Elvin complains a few times about 
a schoolmate named Clay who smells “like 
vinegar.” This is never acknowledged as 
its own form of bullying or an unkind re-
mark. Elvin’s mother has a Latinx name, 
as does his best friend, Carlos. The text 
mentions students and staff with Asian and 
Latinx names, and the school’s principal is 
depicted in the illustrations as female and 
African American; all other characters are 
depicted with light skin in the black-and-
white  illustrations. The skillful and expres-
sive art, drawn in bold, fluid lines, appears 
on almost every page and captures Elvin’s 
creativity, imagination, and taste for gross-
out humor. VERDICT Weak on plot but 
strong on illustrations, this book contains 
plenty of laughs and school angst for fans 
of Jeff  Kinney’s “Wimpy Kid” series.–Lisa 
Goldstein, Brooklyn P.L.

DILLOWAY, Margaret. Five Things About Ava 

Andrews. 320p. HarperCollins/Balzer 
+ Bray. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9780062803498. 

Gr 3-6–Dilloway (Summer of a Thousand 
Pies, Momotaro) returns to middle grade 
with this hopeful story of invisible disabili-
ties, friendship, and advocating for one’s 
beliefs. Like the author, 11-year-old Ava 
has non-compaction cardiomyopathy and 
uses an ICD (Implantable Cardioverter 
 Defibrillator) to help manage her condition. 
Ava is also quite anxious, and she’s quiet 
around everyone but her best friend, who 
just moved across the country. Ava finds con-
fidence and friendship when she begins tak-
ing improv classes, and together the group 
works to save a favorite locale from gentri-
fication. Along the way, Ava discovers she’s 
not the only one struggling with unseen 
hurdles, and tender moments reveal what 
it’s like to be on both sides of assumption. 
Dilloway covers a lot of ground including so-
cial justice, mental health, physical ability, 
and prejudice, but all the while the narrative 
is hopeful and encouraging. Ava describes 
herself as having her mother’s  Japanese fea-
tures, and a diverse cast is implied through 
brief descriptions. VERDICT Dilloway’s 
 latest provides a valuable perspective on liv-
ing with a heart condition and anxiety as a 
tween; many will relate to Ava, even if their 
own experiences aren’t an exact reflection of 
hers. Ideal for book clubs and discussions, 
this is recommended as a general purchase. 
– Taylor Worley, Springfield P.L., OR

FICTION M I D D L E  G RA D E



MATHICAL BOOK PRIZE COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS WOULD LIKE TO SAY

TO THE 25  TITLE 1  SCHOOL LIBRARIES WHO WILL BE
SHARING MATHICAL BOOKS WITH THEIR KIDS!

Baywood Elementary School

Los Osos, CA

Claremont STEM Academy

Chicago, IL

Clay Elementary School

Clay, KY

Comstock Elementary School

Kalamazoo, MI

Conrad Fischer School/Library

Elmhurst, IL

Doty Memorial Library

Worcester, VT

Gainesville Middle School

Gainesville, GA

George Westinghouse CTE High School

Brooklyn, NY

Houston Elementary

Austin, TX

Jefferson Davis County High School

Bassfield, MS

Lincoln High School

Tacoma, WA

Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School

Charlotte, NC

Mayflower Elementary School Library

Mayflower, AR

Memorial Middle School/Media Center

Elmwood Park, NJ

Miles Jones Elementary Media Center

Richmond, VA

Northern Middle Library

Accident, MD

Ratcliffe Elementary School Library

Henrico, VA

Robert H. Goddard Middle School 202

Queens, NY

Robert J. Richardson Middle School

Chicago, IL

Saint Marys Area Middle School

Saint Marys, PA

Schuyler Central High School Library

Schuyler , NE

Sully Elementary

Sterling, VA

Tucker High School

Tucker, GA

Washington Elementary School

Wheaton, IL

Winter Hill Community Innovation School

Somerville, MA

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.msri.org/web/cms
http://www.mathicalbooks.org/


62    | JUNE 2020 

 
 

 

 
 

 

an artful and expressive narrative voice, and 
inspiration drawn from her mother’s experi-
ences in Korea as a young woman, debut nov-
elist Lee enthralls and enlightens. VERDICT A 
surefire recommendation all around, this title 
will be of particular interest to readers seek-
ing excellent historical fiction, survival stories, 
family drama, or a good tearjerker. Librarians 
and teachers should be aware that a charac-
ter suffers a protracted illness and then dies 
from pneumonia.–Darla Salva Cruz, Suffolk 
 Cooperative Lib. Syst., Bellport, NY

LENZ, Niki. The Stepmom Shake-Up. 288p. 
Random. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781984892546. 

Gr 3-6–Eleven-year-old Grace and her pas-
tor and father Davy are a team, standing to-
gether since the painful loss of her mother 
three years ago. They call themselves Team 
Gravy (GRAce + daVY), just one example of 
how corny humor and loving relationships 
infuse this title. Grace believes the family is 
perfect and that her father does not need to 
start dating at the behest of two older church 
women—especially after observing best 
friend Bea’s rough transition during her 
family’s adoption of a baby. Grace decides 
to foil her father’s dates, convinced that no 
one can appreciate his geeky humor, bad 
puns, and passion for history like she does. 
Through Parent Trap–like escapades with 
Bea, she comes to realize that her beloved 
history teacher Olivia is the perfect match 
for the entire family, but the problem is how 
to get the two adults to realize their true feel-
ings for one another. This book focuses on 
a unique setting and characters while gen-
tly weaving together themes of love, loss, 
and healing. However, an overemphasis on 
venerating the U.S. presidents, without ac-
knowledgment of the racism and bias of so 
many of these men, is problematic.  VERDICT 
The benefits of purchasing a title for a spe-
cific readership must be weighed against 
its whitewashed presentation of U.S. his-
tory that omits other realities, such as slave-
ownership or the trauma for many at the 
construction of the Panama Canal.–Ruth 
Quiroa, National Louis Univ., Lisle, IL

LUPICA, Mike. The Turnover. 256p. S. & S. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781534421585. 

Gr 3-7–Lucas Winston is having a great 
year. He has great friends, he’s making good 
grades in school, and his basketball team, 
the Wolves, coached by his grandfather Sam 
Winston, is undefeated so far. Lucas’s father is 
deceased, but Lucas is close to his mom and 
Sam has stepped into the role of father figure. 
He and Sam bond over basketball, and Sam 
always offers solid life advice along with bas-
ketball tips. But things start to unravel when 
Lucas, a passionate writer, wants to compose 
a biographical paper about his grandfather. 
Against Sam’s wishes, Lucas researches his 

terest. Solving the mystery of what happened 
to his village feels like Xan’s calling, but that 
mystery deepens when a shadowy figure ap-
pears on the abbey grounds and the bandits 
resurface. The text acknowledges violence 
without gore. Kolenc avoids a heavy didactic 
tone while exploring themes of forgiveness 
and of questioning God’s role and interven-
tion. There is a potentially problematic refer-
ence to a monk seeking permission for self-
flagellation. The main text acknowledges this 
practice as “a dangerous form of penance,” 
but only in the glossary under whipping rod is 
such practice listed as “condemned by Pope 

Clement VI in 1349.” Readers will appreci-
ate the map of Xan’s world and the abbey 
floor plan.  VERDICT An engaging medieval 
adventure with appeal that transcends its de-
nominational press.–Maria O’Toole, Carroll 
Manor Elem. Sch., Adamstown, MD

H
LEE, Julie. Brother’s Keeper. 304p. Holiday 
House. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780823444946. 

Gr 3-7–A harrowing, heartbreaking tale of 
hope, love, and survival against insurmount-
able odds. Twelve-year-old Sora and her fam-
ily live under the oppressive North Korean 
communist regime of 1950. As the South 
Korean army begins to lose ground to the 
Red Army, hope of liberation dwindles. Sora’s 
stubborn, overbearing mother believes the 
family should keep their heads down and 
obey the law. But her father knows that their 
family’s nonconformist political and religious 
beliefs mean they will never be safe, and 
convinces the family to flee south to Busan 
where his brother lives. Whip-smart Sora 
hopes that Busan will provide freedom from 
her mother’s restrictive expectations of her as 
a woman and enable her to return to school. 
The family embarks upon the long journey 
by foot, but are separated in a sudden aerial 
bombardment. Sora and her eight-year-old 
brother Youngsoo must now attempt to com-
plete the journey alone in hopes of reuniting 
with their family. They face threats at every 
turn—the elements, other people, lack of 
resources, and illness—but their strength car-
ries them even as Youngsoo becomes ill. With 

KIM, Patti. It’s Girls Like You, Mickey. 240p.  
S. & S./Atheneum. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781534443457. 

Gr 5 Up–The usually confident Mickey Mc-
Donald is on shaky ground as she navigates 
a new year of school without her best friend, 
Ok. As if her problems weren’t bad enough, 
her mom is having a hard time making ends 
meet which means no new back-to-school 
clothes, and it looks like her dad is out of the 
picture for good. Mickey’s one ray of light is 
her new friend, Sun Joo Moon, who is new 
to the school and to the United States. Mick-
ey feels it is her duty to protect Sun Joo and 

show her the ropes, even if it means pushing 
and pulling Sun Joo places where she might 
not want to go. Over the school year, Mickey 
struggles with everything from her first pe-
riod to friendship breakups. She has a huge 
heart and cares a lot for the people around 
her. Her character growth is admirable, and 
she eventually learns what is most important. 
That being said, much of Mickey’s behav-
ior as she evolves may be hard for readers to 
connect with. Throughout the book, she ru-
minates extensively on random topics in pas-
sages that can come across clunky and hard 
to comprehend. The voice feels inconsistent; 
at one point, Mickey seems eloquent and 
well-rounded and in the next breath, she’s 
making another ill-advised decision. It may 
make for a confusing reading experience. 
VERDICT Though Mickey is an entertaining 
character, the inconsistent voice and stream-
of-consciousness passages may lose young 
readers’ engagement.–Myiesha Speight, Tow-
son Univ., Baltimore, MD

KOLENC, Antony Barone. Shadow in the Dark. 

229p. (Harwood Mysteries: Bk. 1). 
Loyola Pr. Jul. 2020. pap. $16.95. ISBN 
9780829448108. 

Gr 4-7–In this series debut set in 12th-cen-
tury England, Xan cannot remember his 
home, his parents, or even his real name. 
He has been taken in by Benedictine monks 
after suffering a traumatic head injury at the 
hands of bandits. At Harwood Abbey, Brother 
Andrew acts as a spiritual instructor, Joshua 
is a friend, and Lucy could be a romantic in-
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beach, to bravely skateboard the boardwalk, 
and to catch a wave. Summer’s thoughtful 
prodding allows Betty to confront her losses 
and the darkness Fern represents. Betty adds 
“help Summer like she has helped me” to 
her growing list of goals as their closeness 
evolves into something more. Mosier trans-
forms Julliet’s initially unconvincing goth 
disaffection into an authentic, grounded 
presence through thoughtful descriptions 
and transformative experiences. VERDICT 
This beachy bildungsroman grows into its 

substance but rings a bit hollow in the end. 
Purchase where stories of friendship and 
transformation are popular.–Jamie Winchell, 
Percy Julian M.S., IL

PECK, Tiler & Kyle Harris. Katarina Ballerina. 

illus. by Sumiti Collina. 192p. (Katarina 
Ballerina). S. & S./Aladdin. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9781534452763. 

Gr 3-6–On her walk to school, Katarina stops 
and watches beautiful ballet on a New York 
City storefront television as she dreams of 

grandfather’s past. In the process, a secret 
comes to light that threatens the team, and 
more importantly, Lucas’s relationship with 
his grandfather. Once again, Lupica has craft-
ed characters who are sympathetic and realis-
tic. The writing style is age appropriate with 
engaging dialogue and captivating scene-
building, particularly those of the basketball 
games. VERDICT An enjoyable, suspenseful 
story about relationships that will appeal to 
middle grade readers, and especially those 
who have a passion for basketball.–Margaret 
A. Robbins, Univ. of Georgia, Athens

H
MARTIN, Laura. Glitch. 384p. Harper-
Collins. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9780062894359. 

Gr 4-6–Regan and Elliot have been trained 
since birth to be Glitchers—time travelers 
who protect the past from Butterflies, the 
criminals who meddle in history. Regan and 
Elliot can’t stand each other, but when they 
find a note from a future Regan that instructs 
them to travel back in time to prevent a di-
saster, they become not only teammates, but 
Butterflies themselves. It’s refreshing to see 
a book that so effortlessly combines history 
and science fiction, maintaining the energy 
of a sci-fi adventure and the complexity of 
historical fiction. The fast-paced plot features 
plucky, well-developed characters, and first-
person narration switches between Regan and 
Elliot, which works due to each character’s 
strong voice. Martin’s rules of time travel are 
simple enough for younger readers to follow, 
and the historical settings are comprehensive 
and thorough. Characters’ discussions about 
the events they travel through provide context 
for readers. VERDICT With its dynamic plot, 
engaging characters, and sci-fi/historical fic-
tion blend, this title will pull in a huge variety 
of readers, all of whom will be racing to see 
how the story ends.–Kristin Brynsvold, Tucka-
hoe Elem. Sch., Arlington, VA

MOSIER, Paul. Summer and July. 320p. 
HarperCollins/Harper. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9780062849366. 

Gr 4-6–Midwesterner Julliet is spending the 
month of July in Santa Monica. Her name 
means July in French, which is ironic be-
cause Julliet is not feeling this month. Mom 
challenges Julliet to get more exercise and 
fresh air, to confront her fears, and to go 
outside her comfort zone. It’s hard without 
Dad, who left with a younger woman, and 
her best friend Fern, with whom Julliet spent 
most of her free time, dressed like goths at 
the mall, talking about the end of the world, 
and honing her many fears. Summer, who 
quickly befriends Julliet, introduces her to 
beach and surf culture, christening her “Bet-
ty” (surf lingo for an attractive beach babe). 
 Summer’s optimistic company enables Betty 
to confront her many fears. Summer’s patient 
teaching helps Betty learn to take care of the 
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H “Stead has proven herself once 

again to be a masterful storyteller.”

—BOOKPAGE, starred review

H “The angst and worries that middle-

grade readers experience are brought to 

life through Bea’s authentic voice in this  

must-read title.”

—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL, starred review

H “An emotional character journey 

from a middle-grade master.”

—BOOKLIST, starred review

H “Uplifting without sentimentality, 

timely not trendy, and  

utterly engaging.”

—KIRKUS REVIEWS, starred review

H “Newbery Award–winning author Rebecca Stead has a gift for 

inhabiting the minds and hearts of young readers.”

—SHELF AWARENESS, starred review

H “As usual, Stead is a master at creating a 

character with deceptive ease.”

—THE BULLETIN, starred review

H “An affecting story of significant middle-grade change.”

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, starred review

H “The strength of this novel lies in Stead’s authentic, 

respectful, low-key approach to the emotional life of a ten-

year-old as recalled from the perspective of her slightly older self.”

—THE HORN BOOK, starred review

Visit RHTeachersLibrarians.com, your online destination  

for all the resources you need for your school or library!
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SCHWABACH, Karen. Starting from  Seneca 
Falls. 240p. Random. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9780593125052. 

Gr 4-8–The setting is Seneca Falls, NY, 1848. 
Famine and war ravage Europe, cholera and 
malaria kill indiscriminately all over the 
world, and gold is found in California. There 
are many rules. One rule states children are 
never to speak unless spoken to. Another rule 
prohibits girls from learning math. There are 
many rules for white women, formal (wom-
en cannot vote or hold office) and informal 
(they should not defy their husbands or speak 
unless spoken to). Meanwhile, enslaved 
Black people are routinely and violently de-
humanized. The novel opens with Bridie 
locked in a cell, again. Bridie is trouble; she 
asks too many questions and has opinions but 
she doesn’t have the privilege of speaking her 
truth. Rose is stubborn. She is a young Black 
girl who wants to be a scientist and helps free 
people from slavery. These are things girls 
just don’t do in America in 1848. When Bri-
die is sent to live on a farm as an indentured 
servant, she learns some rules are beyond 
unfair—they are inhumane. When she flees, 
she meets Rose, and together they encounter 
a cast of historical figures including Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, Frederick Douglass, and 
Lucretia Mott, who navigate the organiza-
tion of the human rights movement and, ul-
timately, the right to vote. With so many his-
torical references, this novel is a strong ex-
ample of historical fiction that could be uti-
lized in U.S. history lessons on this important 
time period. VERDICT A smart, relevant pur-
chase for upper elementary and middle 
school library shelves.–Christina Paolozzi, 
Bonaire Elem. Sch., GA

SHANG, Wendy Wan-Long & Madelyn Rosen-
berg. Not Your All-American Girl. 256p. 
Scholastic. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781338037760. 

Gr 3-7–When Lauren Horowitz tries out 
for her middle school’s musical, she thinks 
she might have a shot at the lead. She loves 
to sing, and even her classmates tell her 
that her audition is great. But when the dra-
ma teacher tells her she doesn’t look “all-
American” because she’s Chinese and Jew-
ish, Lauren begins to doubt whether her 
dream of being a singer is possible. While 
balancing her place in the ensemble, her 
growing button-making business, and her 
family’s hopes and expectations, Lauren 
starts to question her place in her suburban 
community in 1980s Tennessee. The text 
is interspersed with illustrations of the but-
tons Lauren wears and ends with selected 
pages of the play’s program. While many 
subtle cultural and historical references 
may be lost on a young reader, Lauren’s 
story is a sensitive and realistic portrayal 
of a girl who struggles to find her place in 
a community where very few people look 

H
RAMÉE, Lisa Moore. Something To Say. 
384p. HarperCollins/Balzer + Bray. Jul. 
2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 9780062836717. 

Gr 3-7–Jenae likes to be invisible. She’s start-
ing junior high school without any friends, 
and she’s just fine with that. Her plans start 
to fall through, however, when she meets Au-
brey, a new boy from Chicago with flaming 
orange hair and a larger-than-life personality. 
Bonding over their favorite YouTube star, the 
two form a friendship. As part of an assign-
ment for English class, Aubrey and Jenae are 
tasked with debating the school’s proposed 
name change from John Wayne Junior High 
to Sylvia Mendez Junior High. Jenae would 
rather do anything than stand up in front of 
the class and speak, even though this cause 
means a lot to her. She also has her family 
to worry about: Her grandfather Gee suffers a 
stroke and loses the ability to speak, her father 
doesn’t seem to have the time for her, Mama 
wants her to be bold and outgoing, and her 
brother Malcolm is home from playing col-
lege basketball due to a sports injury. Ramée 
(A Good Kind of Trouble) offers a strong rep-
resentation of social anxiety in Jenae, and cre-
ates a dynamic and realistic cast of characters. 
The debate over the school’s name change 
will prompt readers to reflect on timely so-
cial justice topics. VERDICT This is a com-
pelling story about friendship, fighting for 
what you believe in, and finding your voice. 
A first purchase for middle grade collections. 
– Katharine Gatcomb, Portsmouth P.L., NH

H
RITTER, William. The Unready Queen. 272p. 
(The Oddmire: Bk 2). Algonquin. Jun. 
2020. Tr $16.95. ISBN 9781616208400. 

Gr 6 Up–Tinn and Cole have returned from 
their journey to Oddmire. Unfortunately, 
returning to “normal” has proven more 
difficult than they thought. Fable looks at 
these two boys as her only true friends and, 
as the daughter of the Queen of the Deep 
Dark, she must convince her mother to al-
low her to visit them. The Queen relents, on 
the condition that Fable make every effort to 
conceal her magic and, in the words of the 
Queen, “keep quiet.” Fable finds this a dif-
ficult task, however, as she and the boys learn 
that the people of Endsborough have begun 
destroying the Wild Wood and the magical 
creatures who live there, and are doing so for 
a very sinister reason. Fable struggles to keep 
quiet in light of this discovery and, as a fragile 
and unspoken truce begins to crumble, she 
and her mother begin inching toward the 
fulfillment of a deadly prophecy. In another 
brilliantly written visit to Oddmire, Ritter re-
turns to an already magical place filled with 
danger and intrigue, and adds a new chap-
ter to an outstanding series.  VERDICT Those 
who loved book one will adore book two. A 
wonderful addition to the series and to young 
fantasy collections.–Wayne R. Cherry Jr., St. 
Pius X H.S., Houston

being a dancer. Her struggle at the school 
talent show proves that it’s not as easy as it 
looks, so she enrolls in ballet school where 
her bright red leotard and curly hair don’t 
quite fit the mold. Katarina quickly realizes 
that there is more to learn in order to fit into 
this new world; but her love of ballet and 
hard work mean that anything is possible as 
she overcomes obstacles and self-doubt. The 
message that staying true to one’s identity 
takes priority over fitting into expectations 
is a positive one, although Katarina’s chal-
lenges are a little too easily resolved. Her 
single father has financial difficulties but the 
consequences never seem more than theo-
retical. The secondary characters, which 
include a supportive subway busker and ice-
queen class bully, are fairly one-dimensional. 
Katarina’s best friend Sunny is largely a tool 
to further the plot, first helping Katarina 
improve her technical ability, then causing 
conflict, then getting hurt at just the right 
time for Katarina to step up and shine. The 
outcomes, while predictable, are still enjoy-
able. Katarina is a likeable and relatable 
protagonist. There are appearances by the 
author, a self-insertion that will please bal-
let fans familiar with Peck’s celebrated bal-
let career, in which she offers kind and sage 
advice. Cute illustrations and a pleasant font 
increase readability and appeal. VERDICT 
Young dance enthusiasts will jeté with joy for 
this lighthearted pursuit of a dream.–Alyssa 
Annico, Youngstown State Univ., OH

POBLOCKI, Dan. Ghost Hunter’s Daughter. 
288p. Scholastic. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9780545830041. 

Gr 5 Up–While Lucas and Claire are both 
new transplants to their school, Lucas’s awk-
ward glances and comments toward Claire 
make her nervous. Her dad is a ghost hunter 
on television, and Lucas’s grandmother has 
powers to speak to the dead that Lucas might 
have inherited. When he’s visited by Claire’s 
deceased mother, they team up to travel to 
Hush Falls Holler, the last place Claire’s dad 
was seen before his mysterious disappearance 
during a ghost-hunting trip. Chilling ghost 
stories are Poblocki’s topic of choice and for 
good reason: His skilled organization of plot 
points and creepy characters in haunted set-
tings captivates even the youngest readers. 
The story itself is an accessible mystery, pro-
viding complexity through red herrings that 
move the plot at a breakneck pace to height-
en its dark mood. This is juxtaposed with the 
uplifting connection that emerges between 
Claire, Lucas, and Dolly, a Hush Falls native. 
Dolly’s singular focus on saving the town and 
Claire’s dad effortlessly solidifies their friend-
ship and provides a foundation to root for a 
positive outcome. VERDICT An easy sell as a 
ghost story or mystery read for middle grad-
ers, with extra creepy cover art as a  bonus.–
Alicia Abdul, Albany H.S., NY
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off until almost halfway through the book. 
Much of the earlier chapters are devoted 
to introducing Windy Bottom’s abundant 
quirky residents and offering plentiful details 
of the town’s quaintness, which may lose 
some readers’ attention. And while some of 
the clues are subtle and well placed, others 
are so obvious that it’s not clear how Coop 
manages to miss them. VERDICT An ad-
ditional purchase for libraries with plenty 
of voracious, and patient, mystery readers. 
–Dana West, Roosevelt H.S., Seattle, WA

STARMER, Aaron. The Magic Eraser. illus. by 
Courtney La Forest. 224p. (Locker 37: 
Bk. 1). Penguin Workshop. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9780593094280. 

Gr 2-5–Locker 37 provides the fourth grade 
students of Hopewell Elementary with 
solutions to their problems in the most 
unexpected of ways. This first installment 
promises a look at the various adventures 
students have with the tools found in the 
locker, starting with fourth grader Carson 
Cooper and a mysterious stain on his pants. 

like her. The 1982 murder of Vincent 
Chin plays a role in the story, and the au-
thors address it in a way that is accessible 
to an elementary school audience without 
shying away from the racist motivations of 
the attack. Though this book is a sequel 
to 2017’s This Is Just a Test, it is a self-con-
tained story, and readers do not need to 
read the titles in order. VERDICT For fans of 
Jenn Bigelow’s Drum Roll, Please and Ann 
Hood’s She Loves You, this is a funny, ten-
der, quick-moving story of family, friend-
ship, identity, and music.–Madison Bishop, 
Forbes Lib., Northampton, MA

SHEPHERD, Kat. The Cat’s Paw. 304p. (Gem-
ini Mysteries: Bk. 2). Yellow Jacket. Jan. 
2021. Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781499808100. 

Gr 4-6–The second installment in the  “Gem-
ini Mysteries” series is another teen-driven 
whodunit. The group of kids who make 
up the Gemini Detective Agency—Zach, 
Evie, Vishal, and Sophie—realize a beloved 
red panda has gone missing from the local 
zoo. When a bobcat who roams the area is 
blamed and in danger of being euthanized, 
the sleuths decide to prove the bobcat is in-
nocent and to find the culprit. They jump 
from suspect to suspect, all while the adults 
around them react as though it is normal for 
teenagers to do detective work in place of the 
local police. While they are searching franti-
cally, they accuse some mildly annoyed sus-
pects and encounter some benign bad guys. 
The teen banter is quirky and amusing and 
keeps the reader interested when the plot 
development is lacking. Each chapter ends 
with an illustration of the clue just revealed. 
Readers who enjoy Stuart Gibbs’s “Fun 
Jungle” series or Carl Hiaasen’s novels might 
enjoy the environmental and animal rights 
aspects of this mystery. VERDICT Despite 
some plot momentum flaws, this is a good 
choice to bolster middle grade mystery col-
lections.–Kim Gardner, Fort Worth Country 
Day Sch., TX

SOUDERS, Taryn. Coop Knows the Scoop. 304p. 
Sourcebooks. Jul. 2020. pap. $7.99. ISBN 
9781492640189. 

Gr 4-6–Summer is winding down in Windy 
Bottom, GA, and Cooper “Coop” Goodman 
and his friends can barely contain their cu-
riosity when construction at the town play-
ground uncovers a human skeleton buried 
under the rusty slide. Coop’s excitement is 
soon replaced by worry when his beloved 
Gramps is implicated in a long-unsolved 
crime. Convinced of Gramps’ innocence, 
Coop and his twin pals, Liberty and Jus-
tice, set out to solve the mystery and clear 
his name. Coop winds up suspended from 
school and grounded by his widowed mom, 
but, as the title suggests, he indeed “knows 
the scoop” by the end of the story. The mys-
tery itself is intriguing, but it doesn’t take 
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ably followed by a collaborative attempt to 
solve the mystery. VERDICT An engaging ad-
dition to a school library collection, especially 
one where middle grade mysteries, puzzles, 
and mind teasers are in high demand.–Dana 
West, Roosevelt H.S., Seattle, WA

Middle Grade 
Graphic Novels

ESTRADA, Ryan. Student Ambassador: The 

Missing Dragon. illus. by Axur Eneas. 150p. 
Iron Circus Comics. Jul. 2020. pap. $15. 
ISBN 9781945820601. 

Gr 4-6–A conscientious eight-year-old 
 student ambassador named Joseph Bazan 
wins a photo op with the president. After im-
pressing the president with his ability to solve 
grown-up problems with his straightforward 
morality, can-do attitude, and extensive book 
knowledge, the boy is sent to West Ruhar to 
change its young king’s mind about going to 
war with East Ruhar. Ornery, opinionated, 
and quick to dole out punishment, King 
Nang Nukatau III is a great foil to Joseph’s 
evenhanded diplomat. The friendship be-
tween the student ambassador and the child 
king allows each of the boys to grow: Nang 
discovers how to have fun, while Joseph 
learns more about the world. When Nang 
and Joseph stow away in a crate after a kid-
napping attempt, they must work together to 
stop the impending war, solve the mystery of 
a missing dragon statue, and get themselves 
safely home. Eneas’s art anchors readers in 
each locale, and the big-headed, exagger-
ated characters and the settings are joyfully 
drawn, making the tale even more excit-
ing—though some may find the plot slow 
at times and Joseph a bit verbose.  VERDICT 
A fun adventure tale with a lot of personal-
ity, this is a strong addition to middle grade 
graphic novel adventure collections.–Jennie 
Law, Georgia State Univ., Atlanta

GOERZ, Gillian. Shirley and Jamila Save 

Their Summer. illus. by Gillian Goerz. 
224p. Dial. Jul. 2020. Tr $20.99. ISBN 
9780525552857; pap. $10.99. ISBN 
9780525552864. 

Gr 3-6–When Jamila Waheed is dragged by 
her mother to a garage sale in her new 
neighborhood, she encounters Shirley 
Bones, and they bond over their mutual dis-
gust for the summer camps that threaten to 
ruin their school vacation. Shirley manages 
to convince their moms to let them spend 
their summers on their preferred activities; 
soon, Jamila is playing basketball while 
 Shirley carts around unusual objects and 
holds meetings on the side of the basketball 
court. As the two fifth graders spend more 
time together, Jamila becomes curious 
about  Shirley’s activities and learns that she 

THOMPSON, Lisa. The Day I Was Erased. 256p. 
Scholastic. Jun. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781338589566. 

Gr 3-6–This middle grade spin on It’s a 
 Wonderful Life follows the story of 12-year-
old troublemaker Maxwell Beckett. Maxwell 
loves his dog, Monster, more than anything, 
and he (usually) gets along with his goody-
two-shoes sister, Bex. He has a best friend, 
Charlie (to whom he isn’t very nice), and 
a close relationship with an elderly neigh-
bor, Reg, who has dementia. But Maxwell’s 
parents fight all the time, especially about 
him, because Maxwell is always getting into 
trouble. When he ruins a special event for 
the whole school, Maxwell decides that the 
world would be better off without him, and 
he wishes that he had never been born. Max-
well’s wish comes true, and he finds himself 
in a world where he never existed. His par-
ents are divorced, his sister is the family trou-
blemaker, his school is run-down, his home-
room teacher is heartbroken, and his dog is 
dead. Maxwell sees how important he actu-
ally is and how unappreciative he has been of 
his loved ones. Together with Bex, Charlie, 
and Reg, he works to find a way to unerase 
himself. Dementia, divorce, bullying, and 
grief are touched on in poignant and age-
appropriate ways. In the end, Maxwell owns 
his behavior and apologizes to the people he 
has hurt, providing an excellent example for 
young readers. As a bonus,  interesting histori-
cal tidbits in the story have the potential to 
spark curiosity and further research. VERDICT 
While the plot is predictable, this humorous, 
character-driven story is filled with depth. 
Recommended.–Liz Overberg, Zionsville 
Community H.S., IN

VARIOUS. Super Puzzletastic  Mysteries: Short Sto-

ries for Young Sleuths from Mystery Writers of 

America. 384p. HarperCollins/Harper. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780062884206. 

Gr 3-6–This collection of 20 short mysteries 
offers a variety of puzzling capers by a range 
of authors. The solutions to the stories are 
found in the back of the book. From stolen 
fundraising money to kidnapped squirrel 
monkeys to magical misdirection, each narra-
tive presents a unique opportunity to practice 
deduction and problem-solving skills before 
the tale’s conclusion. Some stories offer hu-
mor, like Grabenstein’s own “Snow Devils” 
and Steve Hockensmith’s “Possum-Man and 
Janet,” while others supply clues as varied as 
crossword puzzles (Lara Cassidy’s “The Red 
Envelope”),  ciphers (Gigi Pandian’s “The 
Haunted Typewriter”), and magic squares 
(“ Puzzling it Out” by Eileen Rendahl). 
Some of the puzzles are trickier than others, 
but the common theme across all entries is 
the importance of keeping an open mind and 
teamwork. Indeed, as  Grabenstein suggests in 
his introduction, each story is short enough to 
make for a fun classroom read-aloud, presum-

Awash in shades of green and gray, the car-
toon-style artwork often provides character 
development where the words are lacking. 
This particular mix of text and illustration 
may appeal to “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” fans 
who are looking for another series, though 
Starmer fails to create relatable characters 
with depth. Younger readers are likely to 
skip the special “math chapters,” which 
feel jarring to the flow of this heavily plot-
based book. A “history chapter” will give 
kids an insight into the mythology about 
how a magical locker came to find its way 
to Hopewell Elementary. VERDICT With 
short chapters and large print, reluctant 
young readers will likely speed through 
this middle grade novel.–Monisha Blair, 
Rutgers Univ., NJ

H
STODDARD, Lindsey. Brave Like That. 272p. 
HarperCollins/Harper. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$16.99. ISBN 9780062878113. 

Gr 3-7–When a dog is left at the firehouse 
where his dad works, Cyrus immediately 
feels a connection. As a baby, he’d been 
abandoned there, too. The only person 
who could soothe him was Brooks Olson, 
the firefighter who ultimately adopted 
him. His dad has a strict no pets policy and 
warns Cyrus not to get attached to the dog 
he named Parker. The undernourished 
dog has health issues, and after dropping 
him off at the vet, Dad instructs Cyrus to 
forget about Parker and focus on middle 
school football tryouts. The problem is, 
Cyrus no longer wants to play football. He 
hasn’t found a way to share the news with 
his dad, who is also a local football legend. 
He also hasn’t figured out how to explain 
his struggles with reading. This issue be-
comes even more troubling when Cyrus 
is instructed to write a book report for lan-
guage arts class. Balancing these secrets 
becomes harder, especially when Cyrus be-
gins skipping football practice to volunteer 
at the  shelter where Parker is housed. When 
Cyrus is caught in a lie, it is time to come 
clean with his father about who he wants to 
be. Stoddard has created complex, heartfelt 
characters. Cyrus’s grandmother, who has 
lost the ability to speak after a stroke, helps 
Cyrus navigate his struggles with reading 
and foster a love for music. The passages 
featuring their unique way of communi-
cating are extraordinary. His burgeoning 
friendship with nonconformist new student 
Eduardo, who is bullied by Cyrus’s former 
football friends, is authentically written, and 
it’s a joy to see Cyrus finding his own voice 
as he defends him. VERDICT This heartfelt 
and triumphant novel touches on bullying, 
stereotypes, and learning differences in a 
straightforward fashion. Cyrus’s journey 
toward self-acceptance will inspire readers 
of all ages.–Juliet Morefield, Multnomah 
County Lib., Portland, OR
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lines in lieu of a more straightforward romp, 
Layne conveys themes of independence, 
identity, and realization of one’s potential. 
VERDICT Action-packed yet heartfelt, short 
and sweet yet riveting, this one is not to be 
missed.–Matisse Mozer, Los Angeles P.L.

MILLER, Kayla. Act. illus. by Kayla Miller. 
224p. (A Click Graphic Novel). HMH. Jul. 
2020. Tr $24.99. ISBN 9780358242185; 
pap. $12.99. ISBN 9780358206354. 

Gr 3-7–Olive enters the world of small-scale 
politics when she decides to run for student 
council at her school. Spurred to action 
when she discovers that some students are 
being excluded from field trips because they 
can’t afford the costs, Olive earns the trust 
of classmates who confide in her about their 
problems with the school, such as an unfair 
dress code. She’s committed to making the 
school a better place for all the students, but 
the competition is fierce: Sawyer and Trent 
clown their way through the election, prom-
ising students more pudding, and Belinda’s 
got politician parents influencing her per-
formance. Olive’s supportive mother and 
her activist aunt Molly help her research 
protest movements, which the back matter 
supports through brief  historical summaries 
and a recommended reading list. While the 

homeschooled on goblin magic, she’s hang-
ing out with her best friend, the teeny and 
adorable Blob Ghost, a floating, speech-
less, but incredibly expressive red orb who 
haunts the local mall. Though magical 
forces prevent Blob Ghost from leaving 
the mall, Beetle is certain that the two will 
always be pals—until Beetle’s former best 
friend, Kat Hollowbone, arrives. Beetle 
and Kat don’t get along quite the same as 
before—there might be feelings involved 
now—but Kat isn’t here alone. Kat’s a sor-
cerer’s apprentice for her menacing aunt, 
Marla Hollowbone, who just happens to 
have bought out the mall. And unless Bee-
tle and Kat do something, the mall will be 
demolished, with Blob Ghost still trapped 
inside. Cartoonist Layne makes a stellar 
debut. Simultaneously gorgeous and goofy, 
the artwork is reminiscent of the animated 
series Bee and Puppycat and a delicious love 
letter to shoujo manga. Layne’s supernatural 
cast is fantastic, from green-skinned Beetle 
and her grandmother to Kat and Marla, 
 respectively, skeletal cat and bird  creatures. 
Characters’ LGBTQ identities, such as 
Beetle and Kat’s changing relationship, 
as well as the use of the they pronoun for 
Blob Ghost, are gently woven throughout 
the narrative. Relying on intersecting plot-

is an amateur detective. Intrigued, Jamila 
becomes part of Shirley’s investigation into a 
missing gecko, and the case takes the girls on 
a trek around their neighborhood and gives 
them a new understanding of friendship. Al-
though Shirley takes top billing in the title, 
the story is told mostly from Jamila’s point of 
view. This engaging tale features well-devel-
oped characters and a clever mystery. The 
cast of characters is diverse: Jamila is brown-
skinned, and her mother wears a head scarf 
outside the house; Shirley is white; and the 
supporting characters come from a variety of 
backgrounds. Goerz’s bright line drawings 
are attractive, expressive, and easy to follow. 
VERDICT This well-executed graphic novel 
strikes a balance between a focus on mean-
ingful relationships and just plain fun; it’s a 
great choice for fans of both the “Cam 
 Jansen” books and Raina Telgemeier.– Sarah 
Reid, Four County Lib. Syst., NY

H
LAYNE, Aliza. Beetle & the Hollowbones. 

illus. by Aliza Layne. 256p. S. & S./
Atheneum. Jul. 2020. Tr $21.99. ISBN 
9781534441538; pap. $12.99. ISBN 
9781534441545. 

Gr 4-8–Beetle, a 12-year-old goblin, lives 
with her grandmother, the helpful town 
witch. When she’s not bored to tears being 
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important—but what? He spends his days 
hiding in the Switchboard Operating Facil-
ity, a building made up of cogs and inter-
connected layers. Mr. Morgan, the facility’s 
new owner, is proud of his acquisition. His 
daughter, Hannah, is eager to explore the 
building and perhaps befriend this orphan 
boy she keeps hearing about. Hannah often 
feels constrained by her mother’s expectation 
to act like a lady and would much prefer to 
wear pants and get into scrapes. Ever over-
comes his initial reluctance to let Hannah 
into his life when it becomes clear that the 
men who killed his father are now after him, 
too. Lisa, a plucky switchboard operator, is a 
fantastic side character who’s hiding a few se-
crets of her own. Underground societies, fam-
ily codes, and danger abound. While there’s 
a lot of story to keep track of, it all comes 
together in the end. The primary mystery is 
revealed at the last moment and sets up the 
potential for future volumes. Ying’s panels 
are fluid and inviting. Vibrant action scenes 
are mostly wordless and showcase the intri-
cate and impressive design. Exploring the 
steampunk city is an adventure for  Hannah 
and Ever and for readers. VERDICT An 
 appealing steampunk graphic novel for fans 
of Jen Wang’s The Prince and the  Dressmaker. 
–Gretchen Hardin, Bee Cave P.L., TX

Club for Bad Guys. When the leader of the 
club, the evil Sea Cow, attempts to take over 
Pizza Paradise, Dolphin Girl is horrified, but 
her father seems unconcerned. So with her 
new sidekick, Otter Boy, Dolphin Girl sets 
out to save the day. Smith’s wacky illustra-
tions and silly character antics will remind 
kids of their favorite cartoons. Dolphin Girl 
clearly runs the show as she helps her bum-
bling dad, who’s more focused on getting 
free cable than crime fighting. Superhero 
powers such as echolocation and  extreme 
breath holding make it clear that these are 
not your average heroes. The villains’ plans 
are ridiculous and will keep kids laughing as 
they wait for things to go wrong. Jokes about 
college loan debt and college majors will 
go over children’s heads but will give care-
takers a chuckle. The ending will have kids 
anticipating future installments in the series. 
VERDICT A silly superhero romp and a fun 
addition to graphic novel collections.–Ashley 
Leffel, Griffin M.S., Frisco, TX

YING, Victoria. City of Secrets. illus. by Victoria 
Ying. 256p. Viking. Jul. 2020. Tr $22.99. 
ISBN 9780593114483; pap. $14.99. 
ISBN 9780593114490. 

Gr 3-6–A scrappy orphan named Ever Barnes 
knows the city of Oskars is hiding something 

stated moral of the story is that kids should 
take action to make a difference, Miller also 
emphasizes practical planning and team-
work rather than taking the easy way out or 
appealing to the lowest common denomina-
tor. What keeps the book from being overly 
didactic is its gentle, sensitive depiction of 
its core cast. Olive’s diverse classmates sup-
port one another, which makes the occa-
sional bruised ego all the more deeply felt. 
Friendships are tested along candidate lines, 
and readers will have many angles to con-
sider before casting their own vote. Attrac-
tive coloring, paneling, and lettering ensure 
a simple, clear sight line through each page. 
 VERDICT Olive’s latest journey since Click 
and Camp is an  eye-opening microcosm 
of the often bumpy democratic process.– 
Thomas Maluck,  Richland Lib., SC

SMITH, Zach. Dolphin Girl: Trouble in Pizza 

Paradise. illus. by Zach Smith &  Leticia 
Lacy. 144p. (Dolphin Girl: Bk. 1). 
Pixel+Ink. Oct. 2020. Tr $22.99. ISBN 
9781645950172. 

Gr 2-5–By day Captain Dugong and his 
daughter, Dolphin Girl, run Pizza Paradise, 
a Chuck E. Cheese–like restaurant, until 
they receive the call to go out to protect the 
citizens of Deerburbia from the Bad Guys 
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matic range feels unfocused, but Harrison 
fully engages readers by the last 100 pages or 
so, locking on to the critical mystery which 
is resolved in an extraordinarily compelling 
manner. VERDICT This is a novel with topical 
appeal for mystery collections; patient read-
ers will be rewarded by the fantastic final 
act.–Ted McCoy, Austin P.L., Austin, TX

HAYDU, Corey Ann. Ever Cursed. 304p. S. & 
S./Simon Pulse. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781534437036. 

Gr 7-10–Jane, the eldest princess of the 
kingdom of Ever, has not been able to eat 
a single bite since her 13th birthday, when 
she and her four younger sisters were cursed 
by Reagan, a witch. Five years later, Reagan 
returns to tell the princesses how to break 
their curse. They must acquire four specific 
items in four days, before Reagan’s own 18th 
birthday makes the curse permanent. Break-
ing the curse means leaving the safety of the 
castle walls, getting to know the people of 
Ever, and learning the truth about their fa-
ther, the king. Following in the tradition of 
fairy tales addressing social issues, Haydu’s 
story includes themes of sexual assault, the 
role of women in society, and concentra-
tion of power. Taking place over a short 
period of time, the plot moves slowly with 
little forward momentum. Narrated by Jane 
and Reagan in alternating chapters, any 
action that occurs is inevitably interrupted 
by flashbacks, descriptions, or the narrators 
themselves growing introspective. Jane’s 
four cursed younger sisters and their various 
afflictions hint at interesting characters with 
unique perspectives, but ultimately, prove 
little more than set dressing. VERDICT The 
themes the story attempts to address are ad-
mirable, and the solemn tone is appropriate, 

Middle School

FARROW, Dylan. Hush. 400p. St. Martin’s/
Wednesday Bks. Oct. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781250235909. 

Gr 7-10–Farrow offers an intriguing female-
driven dystopian fantasy for the same audi-
ence who loved the “Hunger Games” series. 
In Montane, where words and storytelling 
are literally magic, the Bards hold all the 
cards. They can “write” disasters and dreams, 
with the ability to condemn residences with 
a blight, or bless them with good fortune. 
Seventeen-year-old Shae has always been 
in awe of the Bards, but is also afraid of the 
Blot, which killed her younger brother. She 
has also lost her mother, and the murder 
weapon was a golden dagger, forever asso-
ciated with the Bards. Determined to find 
answers, Shae travels to the castle known 
as the High House and, with her own gifts 
for the “Telling,” trains as a Bard. What she 
discovers there, and what she does with that 
information, not only brings her peace but 
saves the land of Montane. The themes of 
quarantine and deadly disease in the context 
of current events are poignant; Farrow deftly 
demonstrates the power of language and ed-
ucation in the hands of the elite as a means 
for controlling others through propaganda. 
VERDICT Farrow presents a notable debut 
for the YA fantasy genre with vast  potential 
for future  titles.–Linsey Milillo, Lane P.L., 
Fairfield, OH

FINLAY, Adrianne. Cut Off. 384p. HMH. Aug. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780358006459. 

Gr 7-10–Finlay’s second novel is a psycho-
logical thriller that takes characters on a 
journey to understand their deepest fears and 
desires. When River Adan and Cameron 
Jaimes sign up for the reality TV show Cut 
Off, they think they’re playing to see which 
teenager can outlast the others in the rug-
ged outdoors. Instead they find themselves 

confronting a mystery: Where did the game 
hosts disappear to and what are the malevo-
lent whispers Cam hears in the forest? To 
survive, the one-time competitors must learn 
to trust each other—and face the darkest 
parts of their personal histories. Readers will 
appreciate the narrative range in this book as 
it echoes survivalist themes while mixing in 
tropes common to horror and romance. The 
plot delivers a number of satisfying twists 
while slowly revealing the motivations of the 
main characters. The use of shifting perspec-
tives keeps readers guessing about the story’s 
direction, but it also means the plot evolves 
slowly at the start, with some of the strongest 
character interactions coming near the end 
of the book. VERDICT A genre-bending story 
that engages with themes of anxiety and trau-
ma in imaginative ways. Recommended for 
readers who enjoy thrillers with elements of 
horror and romance.–Talea Anderson, Wash-
ington State Univ., Pullman, WA.

HARRISON, Margot. The Glare. 336p. Lit-
tle, BrownJul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781368005654. 

Gr 7-10–Hedda lives a technology-free life 
with her mother on their bucolic Arizona 
farm, sequestered from what she calls the 
“Glare” of the ubiquitous, omnipresent uni-
verse of cell phones, computers, tablets, and 
other screens. An extended trip to stay with 
her estranged father’s family in Silicon Valley 
rips her world apart in ways she could never 
imagine. Deadly secrets are revealed, plung-
ing Hedda into a mystery that will reveal 
staggering truths from her past. Ambitious 
in scope, this dark novel takes on a range of 
topics and themes: adolescent coming-of-
age, techno-dystopia, and a little romance 
thrown in for good measure. At first this the-
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conceived, but the story barely wraps up at 
the end, leaving questions about leadership 
motives and the possibility that the scrabs are 
not the enemy. VERDICT A sci-fi action dyna-
mo with romantic overtones that screams for 
a sequel. Recommended.–Leah Krippner, 
Harlem H.S., Machesney Park, IL

High School
AHDIEH, Renée. The Damned. 416p. (Beauti-

ful: Bk. 2). Putnam. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781984812582. 

Gr 9 Up–Forbidden love, sultry romance, 
and clashing immortal factions fill this se-
quel to The Beautiful. Sébastien Saint Ger-
main has been cursed to live forever as a 
vampire. The love of his life, Celine, saved 
him from certain death at the end of the 
first book by sacrificing all her memories of 
him in exchange for his immortality. Now 
Sébastien must learn to accept his fate, obey 
the rules of his kind, and forget the mortal 
Celine. Yet watching her from afar on the 
streets of New Orleans as another courts her, 
he can’t forgive or forget. Celine herself re-
members nothing about the night she was 
attacked and left brutally scarred, but she’s 
haunted by strange dreams and mysterious 
recollections. Then she encounters Sébas-
tien, and knows him only as a hedonistic 
man she feels disturbingly connected to. 
Meanwhile, their reunion becomes a cata-
lyst for the warring immortals around them. 
Heavily laden with callbacks to events from 
the first book, this installment suffers from 
slow pacing. The secondary characters are 
intriguing with unique backstories (i.e., 
a prizefighter who’s half-man, half-cat), 
but they make few appearances. VERDICT 
Where the first book circulates well, this 
sequel will keep readers engaged. But with 
main characters who spend most of their 
time delving into their own emotions and 
inner conflicts, this is more for fans of vam-
pire love stories than those seeking action or 
mysteries.–Sandi Jones, Wynne H.S., AR

H
CALETTI, Deb. Girl, Unframed. 368p. S. & 

S./Simon Pulse. Jun. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781534426979. 

Gr 9 Up–Sixteen-year-old Sydney Reilly is 
headed home for the summer, although her 
sexpot actress mother’s new house in San 
Francisco hardly qualifies as “home” for her. 
Sydney can’t shake her sense of foreboding, 
which intensifies when her mother’s new 
boyfriend is the only one at the airport to 
greet her. It’s going to be a summer that she 
won’t soon forget. Caletti’s novel is a brilliant 
coming-of-age story wrapped in a page-turn-
ing thriller. The atmospheric San Francisco 
setting enhances the overall moodiness, anxi-
ety, and restlessness of a young woman mov-
ing from girlhood to adulthood and finding 

driven to do the right thing, a trait that allows 
her to cut to the heart of the secondary char-
acters, making even the most threatening or 
flawed seem good and worthy of redemption. 
 VERDICT With characters to love, to hate, and 
to love to hate, plus a plot full of adventure 
skillfully woven with suspense, this is a must-
purchase for all YA collections.–Erica Deb, 
Matawan Aberdeen P.L., NJ

STRAHAN, Jonathan, ed. The Book of Dragons: 
An Anthology. illus. by Rovina Cai. 576p. 
Harper Voyager. Jul. 2020. Tr $35. ISBN 
9780062877161. 

Gr 8 Up–Strahan has collected tales and leg-
ends of dragons from modern fantasy writ-
ers in this mythical and enchanting read. 
Dragons have always fascinated readers and 
through these compelling stories, adven-
ture awaits. Scott Lynch, Peter S. Beagle, 
Kate Elliot, and R.F. Kuang are just some 
of the many authors included. Readers will 
explore different continents and the various 
ways writers see and imagine dragons and 
dragon lore. Along with the large group of 
authors, Cai adds magical black-and-white 
drawings. The entries are accompanied by 
brief bios of the contributors and the other 
books they have written, which allows read-
ers to sample the writings and cultivate inter-
est in their other works. The poetry portions 
are deftly woven among the prose entries. 
VERDICT An anthology that can stand alone 
as a great read, and will lead new genre fans 
to more in-depth works of fantasy.–Maeve 
Dodds, Charlotte Mecklenburg Lib., NC

TINTERA, Amy. All These Monsters. 464p. 
HMH. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9780358012405. 

Gr 8 Up–Clara has decided to drop out of 
high school, leave her dysfunctional, abusive 
family, and join a privately run monster de-
fense firm poised to take on the “scrab” in-
surgency in Europe. The recruiting agency 
will pay for a one-way ticket, but those who 
wash out are on their own when it comes 
to getting home. For Clara, however, there 
is no turning back. She’s lived in fear of her 
father for years, and this opportunity is her 
golden ticket even if it ends up a death sen-
tence. Scrabs appear in different forms across 
the globe but have certain commonalities: 
They are ruthless, impenetrable, snarly mon-
sters. Following a harrowing escape from her 
father, Clara is accepted onto American 
Team 7—comprised of all teens. They are 
green around the gills, but internet darlings 
with a strong social media presence. The 
book is all action: Every time the team is on 
its way to training, it is interrupted by a rogue 
scrab attack. Meanwhile, Clara finds herself 
in the romantic clutches of her controlling, 
older team leader who will remind readers 
of Clara’s father. The character development 
is powerful and action sequences are well 

but the heavy-handed execution results in 
an underwhelming tale for readers begin-
ning to explore these topics. An additional 
purchase.–Aaren Tucker, Univ. of Illinois

H
HOCKING, Amanda. The Lost City. 384p. 
(Omte Origins: Bk. 1). St. Martin’s/
Wednesday Bks. Jul. 2020. pap. $10.99. 
ISBN 9781250204264. 

Gr 7-10–Hocking’s fast, engaging fantasy will 
draw in new and seasoned fans of the genre. 
Ulla Tulin lives among the trolls she was left 
with when she was a baby. As Ulla grows 
up, she leaves Kanin for Forening to nanny 
and live with a family of six. Her employer’s 
connection to the royal family grants her an 
internship at the Mimirin, a prestigious in-
stitution for trolls of mixed blood. It’s there 
that she hopes to find information about 
her mother. She meets Pan Soriano, who 
attempts to help Ulla discover her family lin-
eage. They both have their hands full when 
they meet Eliana, a girl who remembers 
nothing but seems to be running from some-
thing. In both plotting and characterization, 
Hocking keeps the surprises coming. Hanna, 
a whiny teenage girl, is so real she may re-
mind readers of their own bratty younger sib-
ling. There is extensive detailing of troll life, 
with information about different tribes and 
terminology. A cliffhanger will keep readers 
guessing. VERDICT Hocking leaves readers 
eager to know more. Read-alikes include the 
works of J.R.R. Tolkien and Maggie Stief-
vater. A recommended purchase for school 
libraries as well; there is no sex or drugs.–
Amy Lukich, Tinley Park P.L., IL

H
MAE, Natalie. The Kinder Poison. 416p. 
Razorbill. Jun. 2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 
9781984835215. 

Gr 7-10–Zahru always believed she would 
grow up to be a Potionmaker like her moth-
er, but she instead finds herself becoming a 
Whisperer like her father, communicating 
with animals rather than living a life of lux-
ury as a more powerful magician. Everything 
changes when the ruler of Orkena announc-
es his three heirs will compete in the Cross-
ing, a race across the desert that culminates 
in a human sacrifice to gain ultimate power 
and a place on the throne. With the help of 
her friend Hen, Zahru is added to the guest 
list for the banquet where the heirs will select 
their teammates. One thing leads to another, 
and Zahru suddenly finds herself trapped in a 
sibling rivalry between two princes, which re-
sults in Zahru being marked as the competi-
tion’s human sacrifice. As she journeys across 
the desert with the heirs and their teams, 
Zahru must use not only her magic, but her 
strengths to change her fate, and maybe that 
of the kingdom. Mae has crafted a fascinat-
ing world with a unique magic structure that 
is wholly believable because of the vibrant 
characters within it. Zahru is instinctively 
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COOMBS, Amelia Diane. Keep My Heart in San 

Francisco. 400p. S. & S./Simon Pulse. Aug. 
2020. Tr $19.99. ISBN 9781534452978. 

Gr 9 Up–Caroline “Chuck” Wilson loves 
her life in San Francisco and plans on stay-
ing there after high school. During spring 
break, she’s touring the fashion school of 
her dreams and hitting up estate sales to find 
vintage clothes. When she discovers that her 
father’s business, Bigmouth Bowl, is going to 
close, forcing the family to move to Arizona, 
Chuck hustles to raise funds. Enter Beckett 
Porter, Chuck’s attractive ex–best friend, who 
introduces her to the world of bowling, bet-
ting, and hustling. With Beckett’s gambling 
connections and Chuck’s bowling skills, they 
can raise money fast—if they can keep things 
strictly professional. Coombs’s debut features 
realistically flawed teen characters address-
ing complex issues, including mental health, 
family poverty, parental abandonment, and 
suicide. The teen romance is sweet and 
charming, but the real love story is between 
Chuck and San Francisco as Coombs beau-
tifully captures the atmosphere of the city 
from the perspective of a besotted resident. 
The main plot is simplistic and at a couple of 
junctures, implausible, but the characters are 
multifaceted and the setting is rich.  VERDICT 
Those who enjoy Jenn Bennett’s works or 
Rachel Lynn Solomon’s Today Tonight To-
morrow will find much to love in this atmo-
spheric and mostly realistic romance.–Kaet-
lyn  Phillips, Yorkton, Sask.

FLINN, Alex. Love, Jacaranda. 368p. Harp-
erTeen. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 
9780062447869. 

Gr 9 Up–Jacaranda’s mother was impris-
oned five years ago for attempting to mur-
der an abusive partner, and Jacaranda’s only 
contact with her is the occasional letter. A 
high school junior and foster child, Jaca-
randa sings in a school chorus and keeps to 
herself. When a video of Jacaranda singing 
goes viral, a mysterious benefactor offers to 
send her to a boarding school in Michigan 
specializing in musical theater. With an ar-
senal of new possessions, she’s swept into a 
world where competition is fierce and soon 
falls behind in the art-focused high school. 
As she falls in love with a rich, high-profile 
boy named Jarvis, she wonders how long 
she can keep her past a secret and who has 
given her this new lifestyle. In the epistolary 
style of Jean Webster’s Daddy-Long-Legs, 
Jacaranda’s story is told through emails to 
her anonymous benefactor, and her voice 
strikes a balance of enthusiasm, earnest-
ness, and troubles over friends, boys, and 
school. Many of the characters have strong 
arcs and believable flaws, but some seem 
to exist to propel the plot. The romance is 
sweet and fast-moving, with Jarvis written as 
a character who has had some troubles in 
life to explain his over-the-top generosity. 

of stepping on and smelling rotten corpses. 
Weird can be engaging, and in this case it 
is; fans of Noelle Stevenson’s Nimona may 
like encountering this beastly embodiment 
of female power. The collection’s three other 
stories stick to more expected locales, with 
mostly enjoyable results. Jude Sierra’s “The 
August Sands” is a bit too faithful—with a 
slow pace and studied setting—in replicating 
the cyclical thoughts and insecurities of a 
college-bound teenage boy experiencing his 
first romance on a family beach trip, but the 
emotions will strike a chord with readers. Ka-
tie Fierro’s “Love in the Time of Coffee” and 
Tom Wilinsky and Jen Sternick’s “I Ate the 
Whole World to Find You” have the broad-
est appeal. Fierro’s story, despite its brevity, 
convincingly spans several years and builds 
investment in the central romance. It is the 
only entry to venture into any steaminess or 
explicit descriptions at all and will speak to 
fans of Becky Albertalli’s Leah on the Off-
beat. Comparable in comic tone to books 
by Tim Federle, “I Ate the Whole World to 
Find You” is a snappy take on the enemies-
to-lovers romantic trope. An Olympic hope-
ful swimmer is wooed by an aspiring chef at 
his training pool’s snack bar and plausibility 
is beside the point when a fun premise is re-
alized so well. VERDICT A short and appeal-
ing LGBTQ+ anthology in a still too-narrow 
field, this a worthwhile addition to most YA 
collections.–Miriam DesHarnais, Towson 
Univ., MD

CONTOS, Andrea. Throwaway Girls. 384p. 
KCP Loft. Sept. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781525303142. 

Gr 9 Up–In this YA debut, high school se-
nior Caroline Lawson is born into privilege, 
a bright and athletic teen who is poised to 
graduate from a prestigious boarding school 
in western Maryland. However, Caroline is 
also reeling from a breakup with her girl-
friend, recovery from the trauma of con-
version therapy, and the disappearance of 
her best friend Madison. Caroline’s expe-
riences give her a unique window into the 
hardscrabble world of vulnerable girls in 
nearby West Virginia and launch her into 
a perilous search for Madison and others 
who have vanished. A subplot in which a 
beloved teacher is accused of an improper 
relationship with Caroline detracts from 
the story, while her rough language and 
reliance on her flavored vape do not feel 
authentic. Yet, Caroline’s courage in sav-
ing Madison and seeking justice ring true, 
propelling her toward a confrontation with 
a killer from her own community. VERDICT 
While the book falls short on character and 
setting development, Contos writes with an 
urgency that will keep readers involved in 
Caroline’s journey and her efforts to remain 
true to herself.–Gillian D’Ambrosio, Rut-
gers Univ., NJ

herself under the male gaze for the first time. 
Sydney’s understanding of herself and her 
place in the world is upended as she deals 
with best friends, first boyfriends, sexual ha-
rassment, and domestic abuse. Caletti’s 
sharp, complex, well-drawn character will 
compel and delight readers. VERDICT Ulti-
mately hopeful, this is one for fans of realistic 
contemporary dramas, with a side of mystery, 
and excellent writing throughout.–Elaine 
Baran Black, Georgia P.L. Svc., Atlanta

CLARK, Lillian. Half Life. 304p. Knopf. Jun. 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780525580508. 

Gr 9 Up–Aware that she is a privileged white 
girl, Lucille Harper is still one pretty inse-
cure teen. Her academic ambitions make 
her feel socially awkward, but she can’t 
give them up. When her best friend Cass 
begins a serious relationship with another 
sophomore, Lucille’s jealousy distances her 
from the one person she trusts and Lucille 
realizes she doesn’t quite have it all. En-
ticed by the advertising slogan “Better than 
perfect” for a company called Life2, or Life 
Squared, Lucille rashly agrees to allow her-
self to be cloned, knowing she should not 
have signed the company’s nondisclosure 
agreement, or produced a fake ID to pass 
as 18. Nevertheless, she and Lucy—her 
Facsimile, as she’s called—allow Lucille to 
double her opportunities for improvement. 
Alternating chapters by character mitigates 
some but not all of the narrative confusion 
as Lucille meets Marco at a summer job 
and experiences her first romance, leaving 
Lucy to cover for her at school when classes 
resume. But this doppelganger has the same 
crush on another boy, Bode, that Lucille 
did, and maybe still does. Clark’s neat take 
on the relationship between the cloned and 
the replica is that Lucille still doesn’t have 
it all, and what she does have, Lucy may be 
even better at. The overachiever is such a fa-
miliar character type, but Clark makes this 
territory fresh, and teens questioning their 
own self-worth will be drawn to this novel. 
VERDICT A miserable perfectionist grows 
into herself while discovering she’s only hu-
man, in a novel that is near-future enough 
to appeal to sci-fi fans as well as general au-
diences who like to ask, “What if?”–Georgia 
Christgau, LaGuardia Community Coll., 
Long Island City, NY

CONSTANTINE, Alysia, ed. Short Stuff. 192p. 
Duet. Jun. 2020. pap. $16.99. ISBN 
9781945053894. 

Gr 8 Up–Four short stories comprise a vol-
ume that celebrates the idea of the “meet-
cute,” even while acknowledging in the in-
troduction that this descriptor is sometimes 
a stretch. Indeed, Julia Ember’s “Gilded 
Scales” may not exactly be a love story at all, 
and qualifies as cute only if the term can be 
squared with the story’s frequent mentions 
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coach Bobby McMann walks into Powell 
Park High School in 1979, every female 
student is instantly enamored, but no one is 
crushing harder than junior Susan Klintock. 
Ever since Susan hit puberty, she has been 
very aware of her budding sexuality, and 
Bobby ignites all of her yearnings. When 
Susan finds out he is launching a girls’ soc-
cer team in response to the recent Title IX 
legislation, she immediately tries out, hop-
ing to get closer to her dream man. What 
she doesn’t plan on is the discovery of her 
natural soccer talent and the realization that 
some things are more important than fan-
tasy crushes. In this frank and funny book, 
flash points of the era are explored; women 
are dealing with inequality in all areas of life. 
But Susan’s obsessive crush overshadows 
themes of toxic masculinity, her mother’s 
struggles with workplace equality, and the 
gains toward equal rights that were meant 
to have been partially addressed by Title IX 
itself. VERDICT So much time is spent on 
Susan’s idolization of Bobby that equally 
important themes of friendship and fam-
ily, which are otherwise well handled, take 
a back seat to her lust. Jennifer Mathieu’s 
Moxie delivers a similar message without 
the overt sexuality, but for teens ready for 
Susan’s awkward and authentic appetites, 
this is a suitable feminist manifesto.–Ashley 
Leffel, Griffin M.S., Frisco, TX

H
RICHARDS, Alex. Accidental. 368p. 
Bloomsbury. Jul. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9781547603589. 

Gr 9 Up–Johanna has lived with her grand-
parents since her mother died in a car ac-
cident when she was a toddler. Happy with 
her best friends, Gabby and Leah, and with 
a growing mutual attraction with newcomer 
Milo, Johanna leads the life of a typical teen-
ager. Then the father who abandoned her 
long ago returns and reveals the shattering 
truth: When she was only three, Johanna 
came across a gun and accidentally killed her 
mother. Furious with the lie and devastated 
by her role in her mother’s death, Johanna 
isn’t prepared for the situation to get worse; 
then Gabby blurts out the story at school. 
Students on both sides of the gun safety is-
sue clash, and when Johanna plans to paint 
a mural at school highlighting gun control, 
events and feelings spiral further out of hand. 
Ever-patient Milo struggles with Johanna’s fe-
rocious anger and grief, while Johanna must 
face hard truths about her father and begin 
a journey with her grandparents that could 
lead to healing. Richards deftly explores the 
myriad emotional struggles after an acciden-
tal gun death. Johanna is a compelling and 
unique character, and readers will empathize 
with the self-hatred she experiences. The 
growing relationship with Milo is sweetly 
evoked, and tempers the sobering themes. 
And while all the characters are richly de-

make this a better choice for older teens, 
the  novel has appeal for most collections. 
– Kristen Rademacher, Marist H.S.,  Chicago

H
HAND, Cynthia & others. My Calamity 

Jane. 544p. HarperTeen. Jun. 2020. Tr 
$18.99. ISBN 9780062652812. 

Gr 9 Up–The story starts in Cincinnati in 
1876 with narrators Calamity Jane, Frank 
Butler, and Annie Oakley. There are also 
werewolves (“garou”) that Frank and Jane, 
with their adoptive father Bill Hickok, hunt 
while using their traveling show “Wild Bill’s 
Wild West” as a cover. Things go wrong after 
Annie tries to join the show and a hunt leaves 
Jane with a bite and one desperate chance 
to find a cure in Deadwood. Although many 
events have changed, the story stays true to 

the spirit of these real-life historical figures 
while offering more optimistic endings for 
many. This is particularly true for Jane, 
whose character arc includes a sweet queer 
romance and reimagining her penchant for 
attracting chaos as an asset. While Jane is the 
focus, anchoring much of the plot is Annie 
and Frank’s actual romance from their first 
shooting competition to their growing re-
spect and eventual partnership onstage. The 
American West, as seen by white settlers and 
romanticized for white audiences in popular 
culture, is inherently problematic. The au-
thors acknowledge this in their omniscient 
narration and in conversations Annie has 
with Many Horses and Walks Looking, Lako-
ta sisters whose help and practical advice are 
crucial to efforts to save Jane before it’s too 
late. The story explores themes of alliances 
and tolerance through Annie’s interactions 
with the garou (though not with the people 
of color). The acknowledgements include a 
list of further reading including works that 
spotlight Native perspectives. VERDICT A tall 
tale offered with caveats, filled with found 
family, fancy shooting, humor, and adven-
ture.–Emma Carbone, Brooklyn P.L.

PALMER, Iva-Marie. Gimme Everything You Got. 

400p. HarperCollins/Balzer + Bray. Jul. 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9780062937254. 

Gr 10 Up–The moment new teacher and 

There are many small plot points that slow 
down the story’s pacing, but ultimately lead 
to a frothy conclusion. Flinn adds depth to 
the plot with several references to musical 
theater and a subplot about justice for Jaca-
randa’s mother. VERDICT This is for col-
lections where Flinn’s other retellings are 
popular—while the tale’s various threads 
have satisfying resolutions, they may feel a 
bit unreal, and overly optimistic for some 
readers.–Liz Anderson, DC P.L.

GOODMAN, Jessica. They Wish They Were Us. 

336p. Razorbill. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. 
ISBN 9780593114292. 

Gr 10 Up–Debut author Goodman uses the 
plot device of a murder mystery to examine 
the power imbalance among boys and girls. 

Goodman studies the lives of students who 
are privileged and well-off versus those who 
receive scholarships, and people who be-
lieve the world belongs to them versus those 
who will do anything to achieve social and 
financial mobility. Becoming a Player means 
everything to students at Gold Coast Prep. 
It is a virtual ticket to every opportunity in 
life, offering prestige, study guides, answers 
to tests, and covert assistance in getting into 
an Ivy League college. As a freshman, Jill is 
thrilled to be tagged as a potential Player. But 
after the mysterious death of her best friend, 
terrible hazing, and sinister secrets, Jill isn’t 
sure being on top is worth the price she has 
paid. Friendships are tested as Jill questions 
her place as a Player and vows to see the toxic 
hazing stop. Told as flashbacks from fresh-
man to senior year, the novel offers a deep 
dive into the world of young elites and the 
pressures of success. Goodman stops just 
short of examining rape culture thoroughly, 
while many of its elements are portrayed: aw-
ful hazing events that revolve around forced 
nudity, sexual encounters lacking consent, 
implied statutory rape, and other forms of 
sexual harassment. The female characters al-
ways fall prey to the worst, most humiliating 
demands. Yet Goodman never goes farther 
than simply pointing it out and chronicling 
it.  VERDICT The mystery holds, and while 
strong language, drug use, and full sex scenes 
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lineated, the author stays true to the ravaged 
heart and soul of Johanna. In her impas-
sioned voice, gun safety issues and statistics 
truly resonate. VERDICT Tragic, moving and 
genuine, this is a must for middle school and 
high school collections and should prove 
highly popular.–Lee De Groft, Jamestown 
H.S., Williamsburg, VA

ROCHA, Lucas. Where We Go From Here. tr. 
from Portuguese by Larissa Helena. 
288p. PUSH. Jun. 2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 
9781338556247. 

Gr 10 Up–This much-needed Brazilian 
import, addressing the stigmas surrounding 
those living with HIV, could not be more 
welcome. The accessible prose, narrated by 
three young men in Rio, unveils life in the 
age of antiretrovirals. Readers jump straight 
into the fray: Ian is waiting for his results at 
a clinic and notices Victor, also waiting. Re-
sults in hand, they leave the clinic at the same 
time. Victor has slept with Henrique, a very 
responsible college student, who informs 
Victor (after the fact) that he is HIV+, but 
undetectable. Victor tests negative. Ian, who 
used to judge people for one-night stands, 
faces his own recklessness with his positive 
result. Victor offers Henrique’s number to 
Ian to help him answer the titular question. 
These intersections forge the narrative struc-
ture of this fast-paced story. Readers witness 
the painful rejections that plague Henrique 
through his intimate chapters, and the 
friendship that his roommate, a drag queen, 
offers. Rocha deftly handles the romantic 
woes and glories, as well as the triumphs of 
friendship, within the gay community: the 
camaraderie of Rio’s drag queen scene; the 
complicated behavior of men who haven’t 
come out for various reasons; the lack of 
parental support (or the blessing of having 
understanding parents and families); and the 
daily burden of hiding who you are. VERDICT 
An authentic, deeply felt debut, this book is 
chock-full of poignant conversation starters 
for books clubs and collections serving older 
teens.–Sara Lissa Paulson, City-As-School 
H.S., New York City

SMITH, Crystal. Greythorne. 368p. (Bloodleaf 
Trilogy). HMH. Jun. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9781328496317. 

Gr 9 Up–Following the dramatic events of 
Bloodleaf, Aurelia, the Princess of Renalt, 
is without her fiancé and unable to use her 
blood magic. Hiding at a tavern where she 
gambles for money and supplies, she returns 
to Greythorne Manor to wish her brother 
luck for his coronation, only to discover 
that the Tribunal’s sinister plot to take over 
the throne has worsened in unimaginable 
ways. Aurelia, with the help of her constant 
protector, Kellen, and a band of engaging 
and unique secondary characters, launches 
a quest to stop the evil plot, unearthing ma-

jor twists along the way. Smith has created 
a world full of intricate magical properties 
and rules where nothing is as it seems and 
the game is constantly changing. There are 
some time-travel aspects that can get dicey, 
but readers will surrender disbelief and be 
pulled to the edge of their seats. The stakes 
are high and all will be rooting to see if their 
favorite characters make it through alive. 
Heavy plotting, violence, death, and one 
brief sexual encounter make this appropri-
ate for an older audience.  VERDICT A sequel 
that has a somewhat confusing beginning 
but becomes abruptly awesome. A  worthy 
 addition to any fantasy collection.–Erica 
Deb,  Matawan Aberdeen P.L., NJ

YA Graphic Novels
ANDERSON, Laurie Halse. Wonder Woman: Tem-

pest Tossed. illus. by Leila del Duca. 208p. 
DC Comics. Jun. 2020. pap. $16.99. 
ISBN 9781401286453. 

Gr 8 Up–Anderson and del Duca offer a 
grounded take on Wonder Woman, depict-
ing her as a young woman finding herself and 
learning how to effect change in the world. 
Though being the only daughter of the queen 
of Themyscira Island’s Amazon warriors and 
coming of age in a society composed solely 
of strong, capable adult warriors are challeng-
ing, Diana awakens on her 16th birthday fi-
nally feeling ready to become a full-fledged 
Amazon. But when the barrier hiding The-
myscira is breached by fleeing refugees, Di-
ana is carried away from her secluded home 
into the world beyond. Now, she must reckon 
with previously unfamiliar problems such as 
poverty, the human cost of war, and systemic 
injustice. Anderson’s fish-out-of-water narra-
tive, combined with del Duca’s endearingly 
expressive character art, results in a likable, 
relatable Diana. The story touches on trou-
bling social issues such as homelessness and 
human trafficking and even gestures toward 
some concrete responses, both individual 
and collective. However, rather than being 
a story about a superhero solving the world’s 
problems, this is the tale of a young woman 
undergoing personal change and a social 
awakening, shaping and testing her values in 
an unjust society. VERDICT No prior knowl-
edge of Diana Prince is necessary, making 
this a great option for those seeking an entry 
point into comics about Wonder Woman; it’s 
also a fine choice for fans of activist charac-
ters or coming-of-age graphic novels.–Chuck 
Hodgin, Belmont Univ. Lib., Nashville

H
BROWN, Lars. Penultimate Quest.  illus. 
by Lars Brown. 352p. Iron Circus 
Comics. Aug. 2020. pap. $25. ISBN 
9781945820502. 

Gr 8 Up–On a dark and mysterious island, a 
dungeon lies waiting to be conquered. Day 
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something virtual reality designer, first no-
tices Austen, an 18-year-old chemistry stu-
dent who was born with Egan’s Syndrome, 
an autoimmune disorder that prevents her 
from using mods. Together, the duo learn 
how to love and support each other—and 
realize that presenting a composed exterior 
isn’t the same as cultivating genuine self-
confidence. North explores the emotional 
infrastructure of a wildly imaginative future. 
Though there’s very little text, resulting in 
a few narrative bumps (much is left up to 
inference), lovely artwork washed in pink 
and blue watercolors flows across pages, en-
suring a seamless shift from pixel to paper. 
Despite a limited cast, readers will delight 
in diasporic diversity being an unremarkable 
norm. Sunati is of mixed South Asian de-
scent, and her best friend Rae is an asexual 
Black woman; Austen’s Latinx family fea-
tures two fathers and a gender-nonconform-
ing younger sibling. Those seeking break-
downs and blowups should look elsewhere, 
as this wholesome plot focuses on building 
understanding, offering mutual support, 
and budding self-acceptance, as well as the 
importance of asking rather than making 
assumptions; avoiding othering; and regard-
ing all those in one’s orbit with compassion. 
VERDICT A charming, sensitive story of love 
and acceptance.–Steven Thompson, Bound 
Brook Memorial P.L., NJ

RIESBECK, Emily & Matt Krotzer. It’s Your Funer-

al. illus. by Ellen Kramer. 200p. Iron Cir-
cus Comics. Jun. 2020. pap. $15. ISBN 
9781945820526. 

Gr 7 Up–Marnie Winters is dead, but that’s 
just the beginning of this next chapter in her 
life. See, she’s not all the way dead; there’s 
something holding her back from moving 
on to the next realm. But luckily she’s not 
totally stuck as a ghost; there is a secret or-
ganization that helps humans navigate their 
unfinished business. Unfortunately for the 
antisocial Marnie, her assigned caseworker 
X’lakthul is overeager, buoyant, and paper-
work-obsessed. When X’lakthul can’t seem 
to identify what’s keeping Marnie from 
moving on, she hires Marnie as an intern in 
the Department of Spectral Affairs. Marnie 
helps X’lakthul and the other caseworkers 
find what’s holding deceased humans back, 
and in turn she learns a lot about herself. 
Riesbeck, Kramer, and Krotzer have cre-
ated a zany, compelling world of charming 
otherworldly characters. Prickly Marnie is a 
darkly comedic foil for the exuberant mem-
bers of the Department of Spectral Affairs. 
The bright colors and dynamic physical 
comedy evoke kid’s cartoon shows, yet this 
tale takes on tough subjects such as grief 
and depression. VERDICT A cheerful yet ex-
istentially complex series of stories for fans 
of The Good Place.–Anna Murphy, Berkeley 
Carroll Sch., Brooklyn

was displaced by humans, and the treatment 
of Latinx individuals by white communities. 
A brief history of the Zoot Suit Riots, a six-
day race-based conflict between American 
servicemen and Mexican Americans in 
1943 Southern California, is included in the 
back matter, alongside sketches and notes on 
character design and page layouts. VERDICT 
A unique and effective lens through which 
fans of historical fiction can view the treat-
ment of the “other” and race issues of the 
1940s.–Alea Perez, Elmhurst P.L., IL

LATINO, Kyle. Savage Beard of She Dwarf. illus. 
by Kyle Latino. 144p. Oni. Aug. 2020. 
pap. $19.99. ISBN 9781620107386. 

Gr 9 Up–In this fantasy webcomic–turned–
graphic novel, She Dwarf fears she may be 
the last dwarf left in the world and sets out 
to discover the fate of her people by search-
ing for the lost dwarven kingdom of 
 Dammerung. She fights for herself and the 
little guy, uses her beard to wrestle with a 
barbarian warrior, and takes on dragons, 
shorcs (shark-orcs, naturally), and a cyclops 
with bears for arms. She makes friends 
along the way, like any good adventurer, 
and loves to take extravagant scented baths. 
The story is light and amusing, but She 
Dwarf faces many challenges in pursuit of 
her dream and knows she risks heartbreak 
at the end of her journey. The characters 
are eccentric and expressive, positively ex-
uding camaraderie and determination. In 
addition to the magnificently bearded She 
Dwarf, many characters defy traditional 
gender roles and appearances. The mon-
sters are wildly inventive and unsettling, 
leaping off the page in brightly hued explo-
sions. Abrupt, vivid color shifts are the hall-
mark of the graphic novel, but at times the 
excess of colors makes the action difficult to 
decipher. Creatively positioned, detailed 
panels and speech bubbles move the action 
along at breakneck speed, so much so that 
the pacing often seems rushed, which adds 
to the colorful confusion.  VERDICT Fans of 
fast-paced fantasy adventure, strong- minded 
heroines, and dynamic flashy art will enjoy 
this story of humor and heart,  unlikely 
 companions, and belonging.– Kelley Gile, 
Cheshire P.L., CT

NORTH, Ari. Always Human. illus. by Ari North. 
256p. Yellow Jacket. Jun. 2020. Tr $24.99. 
ISBN 9781499811100; pap. $14.99. 
ISBN 9781499811094. 

Gr 9 Up–This adorable Sapphic romance 
brings the first “season” of a beloved web-
comic to the printed page. In 24th-century 
Australia, advances in nanobot technology 
have revolutionized every aspect of corpo-
real being. Since body modifications, or 
“mods,” are immediate and painless, those 
who maintain a static appearance tend to 
stand out. This is why Sunati, a twenty-

after day, adventurers rush, swords in hand, 
to fight perilous monsters and foil deadly 
traps, all for the promise of eternal riches 
and glory. Death is certain, but the adventur-
ers always come back to life at the entrance 
of the dungeon. Harry’s companions, the 
flame-wielding Alma and sword-brandishing 
Jimmy, are content to pillage and rage, but 
Harry urges them to consider the reality of 
their quest. Why are they risking life and 
limb for an impossible feat? Why doesn’t 
anyone have memories of their past? Are 
they in Heaven or are they in Hell? Realiz-
ing that the cyclical nature of his task—fight, 
die, regenerate—is not yielding the adven-
ture fantasy that it promises, Harry embarks 
on a new quest, one that may be even more 
perilous. Brown’s epic fantasy imbues tradi-
tional role-playing game elements with ex-
istential philosophy. His use of ample shad-
ing highlights the enigmatic nature of the 
island, while colorist Bex Glendining takes 
Brown’s story—initially a black-and-white 
webcomic—to the next level with a dark 
palette that weaves between warm and cool 
colors, emphasizing each character’s unique 
journey. What begins as a twisty fantasy ad-
venture ends as a call to action, empowering 
readers to question the status quo and create 
a world in which we are stronger together. 
VERDICT Combining sword-and-sorcery 
RPG elements with social justice themes, 
this is a must-have for all collections.–Elise 
Martinez, Racine, WI

FINNEGAN, Marco. Lizard in a Zoot Suit. il-
lus. by Marco Finnegan. 144p. Graphic 
Universe. Aug. 2020. pap. $12.99. ISBN 
9781541586956. 

Gr 5 Up–Latinx teen twin sisters Flaca and 
Cuata are aching to sneak out for a night on 
the town with friends in 1943 downtown Los 
Angeles. When a group of aggressive sailors 
pick a fight with the twins’ friends, an over-
size anthropomorphic lizard comes to their 
rescue. Grateful for his help and curious 
about his origins, the girls take the lizard, 
Chulito, home with them to try to learn 
more. But Flaca and Cuata soon discover 
that crooked naval scientist Dr. James Rog-
ers has been searching for Chulito for years 
and will stop at nothing to get the lizard in 
his custody. The two-toned artwork relies on 
a soft, buttery yellow, with sturdy yet sinu-
ous black lines, minimalist backgrounds, 
and clever uses of silhouettes to create a so-
phisticated retro feel. Chulito never speaks, 
but his expressive face and gestures clearly 
convey meaning. Spanish, including slang, 
is sprinkled throughout but readers are not 
provided with a glossary or in-text translation; 
in some cases, meaning can be inferred. De-
rogatory terms—wetback and spic—are used 
but not gratuitously so. Finnegan also clever-
ly draws a parallel between the Latinx com-
munity’s treatment of Chulito, whose family 
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24-year-old Spyridon Louis in 1896 at the 
first “modern-day Summer Olympics” 
and ending with four-time gold medalist 
Simone Biles. Billioud offers an inclusive 
collection; he includes an equal amount 
of women and men and many athletes of 

color. Each individual is repre-
sented by a digital illustration, 
with arrows indicating compel-
ling facts about the athlete or 
their sport. Text boxes explain 
what made the athlete worthy 
of inclusion. Younger readers 
may find the format slightly 
confusing, as the boxes are of 
various sizes and fonts, with 
inconsistent icons throughout. 
The only misinformed entry is 
the one for American athlete 
Tommie Smith; it states that his 
raised black glove on the 1968 
gold medal podium stood for 
“Black Power.” In fact, accord-
ing to a 2016 interview with 
Smithsonian magazine, Smith 
said the gesture wasn’t neces-
sarily representative of “Black 
Power” or “militancy”; rather, it 
was a call for human rights and 
the “need to move forward pro-
actively.” If readers are looking 
for a “best of” list of Olympic 
athletes, they may have found it 
in this collection but will need 
to conduct further research 
for more substantial informa-
tion. VERDICT Purchase where 
Olympic-themed sections need 

beefing up in preparation for To-
kyo 2021.–Kerri Williams, Cen-
ter Moriches Free P.L., NY

BOUDER, Ashley. Ballet School. illus. by 
 Julia  Bereciartu. 64p. Quarto/Frances 
Lincoln. Aug. 2020. Tr $19.99. ISBN 
9780711251281. 

K-Gr 3–A group of children arrive at the 
ballet studio ready to learn. They warm up, 
practice the moves from Sleeping Beauty, 
and conclude with a lesson on the impor-
tance of bowing to the audience. Bouder, 
a principal dancer with the New York City 
Ballet, provides a thorough introductory, in-
teractive guide for novice ballerinas. Each 
page is broken into sections, showing the stu-
dents demonstrating moves with arrows for 

ARD, Catherine. Let’s Play Outdoors!: Exploring 

Nature for Children. illus. by Carla McRae. 
56p. Little Gestalten. Jul. 2020. Tr $19.95. 
ISBN 9783899558432. 

Gr 1-5–This cheerfully illustrated book 
provides instructions for a variety of out-
door  activities. Each activity 
features a short list of materials 
needed as well as clear, specific 
directions and advice (“Now 
wash your grubby hands!” and 
“A grown-up needs to be pres-
ent the whole time!”). Satisfy-
ing multiple interests, activities 
cover science, social studies, 
art,  architecture, music, writing, 
and cooking. Young readers will 
enjoy the vibrant artwork, which 
reflects the high-energy activi-
ties. The text features short and 
simple sentences. Small speech 
bubbles from animal characters 
will keep beginning readers en-
gaged. Ard offers many ways to 
enjoy the outdoors without spe-
cial equipment, and the book’s 
concise directions make it acces-
sible to various learners and age 
levels. VERDICT This fun book 
shares activities for kids that 
can for the most part be done 
independently. Parents, care-
givers, and teachers will appre-
ciate the straightforward direc-
tions. A strong addition to any 
 elementary collection.–Debbie 
Tanner, S D Spady Montessori 
Elem., FL

BARTOLETTI, Susan Campbell. How 

Women Won the Vote: Alice Paul, 

Lucy Burns, and Their Big Idea. illus. by Ziyue 
Chen. 80p. HarperCollins/Harper. May 
2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 9780062841308. 

Gr 2-5–Just in time for the 100th anniversary 
of the passage of the 19th Amendment, this 
nonfiction picture book shines a light on the 
women’s right to vote initiative of the early 
1900s. When American activists Alice Paul 
and Lucy Burns met by chance in a London 
jail in 1909, they formed a strong alliance 
that would later have a profound impact on 
the suffragette movement. Over the course 
of the next decade, the two helped engineer 
the campaign for a woman’s right to vote us-
ing protests, “unladylike” boycotts, and an 
unprecedented parade in Washington, DC, 
that involved more than 5,000 participants 
and 250,000 spectators. Bartoletti briefly 
addresses the racial discrimination Black 

women (including Ida B. Wells) faced when 
they tried to join the parade. Historical pho-
tographs, letters, and articles are interspersed 
with Chen’s illustrations. A thorough bibli-
ography, a time line, and an index are in-
cluded. End pages features copies of Paul’s 

correspondence. VERDICT This accessible 
title warrants shelf space. A solid jumping-off 
point for students working on reports about 
the suffragette movement.–Jennifer Knight, 
North Olympic Lib. Syst., Port Angeles, WA

BILLIOUD, Jean-Michel. 40 Inspiring Icons: Amaz-

ing Athletes. illus. by Jean-Michel Billioud. 
96p. Quarto/Wide Eyed Editions. Jun. 
2020. Tr $15.99. ISBN 9780711252547. 

Gr 4 Up–This collection of amazing 
Olympic athletes provides a litany of facts 
that will fascinate and inform readers. Bil-
lioud profiles standout athletes from 40 
different Olympic games, starting with 

Drawing on Walls: A Story of Keith Haring (Burgess) 
©2020 by Josh Cochran
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defining them by their ability differences. 
Readers who want to dive deeply into the 
lives of the highlighted people will need to 
seek out additional information. However, 
the accessibility of the prose offers an invit-
ing introduction to these changemakers and 
their stories. Back matter features a glossary, 
an index, and a few suggested sources for ad-
ditional reading. With intricately illustrated 
spreads by Baldo, this title is a good addition 
to other biographical anthologies like Good 
Night Stories for Rebel Girls and Vashti Har-
rison’s “Little Legends” and “Little Dream-
ers” series. There is an art-deco sensibility to 
many of the illustrations, which include a 
portrait of each individual rendered in bright 
colors and carefully embellished page de-
signs. VERDICT An inclusive and upbeat col-
lection ideal for classrooms and libraries.–Jen 
McConnel, Queen’s Univ., Ont.

GIFFORD, Clive. Backward Science: What 
Was Life Like Before World-Changing Dis-
coveries? illus. by Anne Wilson. 64p. 
Quarto/QEB. May 2020. Tr $17.95. 
ISBN 9780711249905. 

Gr 3-6–Gifford explores major inventions 
that have changed society. He begins with 
the invention of the first smartphone by U.S. 
electronic engineer Frank Canova in 1992 
and ends with discoveries that shaped early 
farming (such as the scratch plow and irri-
gation systems). A one-paragraph summary 
explains every innovation, person, or time 
period. Wilson’s illustrations help readers 
visualize each particular moment in time. 
Though the book contains a table of con-
tents, a glossary, a time line, and an index, 
it notably lacks a list of sources cited or bib-
liography. There are various points through-
out the text where the time line suddenly 
jumps forward. Although this book may be 
a good starting point for learning about a va-
riety of inventions, its lack of cohesion and 
flow from one topic to the next may make 
it difficult for some readers to stay engaged. 
The organization of content does not always 
support readers’ comprehension. Surpris-
ingly, Gifford does not cover any inventions 
from 2008 onward. VERDICT While this 
book’s design is attractive and its premise 
is intriguing, there are other informational 
texts about inventions and innovation that 
better capture young readers’ interest. Best 
as an additional purchase.–Lauren Hatha-
way, Univ. of British Columbia

HILLERY, Tony. Harlem Grown: How One Big 
Idea Transformed a Neighborhood. illus. by 
Jessie Hartland. 40p. S. & S./Paula Wise-
man Bks. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781534402317. 

PreS-Gr 3–Ideas plus action yield big re-
wards is the premise of this debut picture 
book, written by the founder and execu-
tive director of Harlem Grown, a New York 

Peru, he made many important archaeo-
logical discoveries and became known as the 
“founder of modern Peruvian archaeology.” 
From the discovery of ancient skulls in his 
youth to his appointment as director of Peru’s 
Museum of Anthropology in 1939, Tello’s 
drive to uncover the heritage of his people 
helped him become Peru’s first Indigenous 
archaeologist. Brown’s bilingual narrative 
is clear and straightforward, making Tello’s 
life and achievements easily accessible. 
Chavarri’s colorful and upbeat illustrations 
highlight Tello’s discoveries, from the endpa-
pers featuring stone heads extracted from the 
Chavín de Huántar site to the motifs of Para-
cas textiles. VERDICT A highly recommended 
and inspiring portrayal of dedication and 
perseverance for today’s generation of explor-
ers.–Mary Margaret Mercado, Pima County 
P.L., Tucson, AZ

H
BURGESS, Matthew. Drawing on Walls: A 
Story of Keith Haring. illus. by Josh Co-
chran. 64p. Enchanted Lion. May 
2020. Tr $18.95. ISBN 9781592702671. 

Gr 2-6–This big, beautiful biography of 
Keith Haring includes illustrations that en-
capsulate the iconic American artist’s work 
and life. Each page contains a few sentenc-
es, but all pages feature full-color artwork 
that mimics Haring’s well-known murals. 
Cochran’s visuals effectively capture the 
sense of movement and fluidity of Haring’s 
work. The story begins with Haring’s child-
hood and covers the origins of his interest 
in drawing. Burgess describes the struggle of 
being an artist in New York City in the 1980s 
and the city’s art scene. The book concludes 
with a biographical note, an author’s note, 
an illustrator’s note, and sources for the quo-
tations that were used. VERDICT This bright 
literary work is packed with well-researched 
and well-written biographical notes on Har-
ing’s short life and the impact he made on 
the art world and public art. An ideal choice 
for primary school through high school li-
braries, especially ones geographically rep-
resented in the story (New York, Pennsylva-
nia).–Samantha Hull, Ephrata H.S., PA

BURNELL, Cerrie. I Am Not a Label: 34 Art-
ists, Thinkers, Athletes, and Activists With 
Disabilities from Past and Present. illus. by 
Lauren Mark Baldo. 64p. Quarto/Wide 
Eyed Editions. Jul. 2020. Tr $23.99. ISBN 
9780711247451. 

Gr 3 Up–This anthology spotlights 34 no-
table individuals with a range of disabilities 
and backgrounds. Profiles include Terry Fox, 
a Canadian athlete and amputee, and Aaron 
Philip, a Black trans girl and model with ce-
rebral palsy. Other public figures  include 
Lady Gaga, Frida Kahlo, Stephen Hawking, 
and Lil Wayne. The text is straightforward 
and brief. Burnell focuses on the accom-
plishments of her subjects rather than strictly 

direction. There are also definitions of ballet 
terms, with illustrated close-ups of hands and 
feet. Some readers may have trouble with 
the pronunciation of some terms, as there 
is not a phonetic guide, but the images will 
allow readers to follow the moves with ease. 
The children in the book include male and 
female students, as well as kids from different 
ethnic and racial backgrounds. The faces of 
the children in the class showcase a range of 
emotions and feelings (hesitation, concen-
tration, worry), reminding young readers that 
any skill or activity takes practice. VERDICT 
A detailed and practical title for those inter-
ested in learning about ballet or to engage 
young readers in movement during story 
time.–Kaitlin Malixi, Kensington Health 
Sciences Academy, Philadelphia

BRIGGS, Korwin. The Invention Hunters Dis-
cover How Light Works. illus. by Korwin 
Briggs. 48p. (Invention Hunters). Little, 
Brown. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 
9780316467964. 

PreS-Gr 3–In this third installment of a 
four-book series, the Invention Hunters, 
scientists who travel the world collecting its 
greatest inventions to put in their museum, 
travel to a school and encounter a young 
girl who attempts to showcase her extensive 
knowledge of how light works. However, 
these scientists remain clueless despite the 
girl’s straightforward explanations of how a 
prism, magnifying glass, crayons, cameras, 
and TV screens work. Fortunately, read-
ers do not. The goofy, confused Invention 
Hunters are a sharp contrast to the knowl-
edgeable young student, who shares dia-
grams, interesting facts, an illustrated time 
line, and clear information. This makes the 
text amusing, appealing, and instructive. 
VERDICT This book is perfect for young 
readers who like their science with a smile.–
Myra Zarnowski, City Univ. of New York

H
BROWN, Monica. Sharuko: El Arqueólogo 
Peruano Julio C. Tello/Peruvian Archaeolo-
gist Julio C. Tello. illus. by Elisa Chavarri. 
40p. Lee & Low. Jun. 2020. Tr $19.95. 
ISBN 9780892394234. BL

Gr 3-6–Julio C. Tello dreamed of docu-
menting Indigenous history through an 
Indigenous perspective. Growing up in the 
shadow of the Andes mountains in the late 
1800s, Tello heard about the glorious his-
tory of Peru from his father. The widespread 
death and destruction that followed in the 
wake of the Spanish invasion nearly erased 
thousands of years of pre-European history, 
but Tello was determined to discover it all. 
His fearless curiosity earned him the nick-
name Sharuko, which means brave in his 
Quechua language. He graduated from 
medical school in Lima, Peru, in 1909 and 
earned a graduate degree in anthropology 
from Harvard in 1911. Upon returning to 
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bug, donating close to 90 percent of his sal-
ary to the poor and underprivileged. His 
speech on “Sustainable Development and 
Human Happiness” captured his audience’s 
attention and admiration. He questioned 
whether the world had sufficient resources 
for its seven to eight billion inhabitants to 
live like Western societies. Bold, graphic, 
digitally created illustrations complement 
the text from the onset of the speech, where 
the audience appears bored, to the standing 
ovation at the end. A graphic spread pre-
cedes the start of the narrative, in which Mu-
jica’s wife reminds him to feed the chickens 
on the way to the Summit. Another spread 
depicts countless drivers in India stuck in a 
gridlock with noxious fumes filling the sky. 
VERDICT A thought-provoking, important 
message for these trying times.–Barbara 
 Auerbach, Cairo P.L., NY

LONG, David. When Darwin Sailed the Sea: 

Uncover How Darwin’s Revolutionary Ideas 

Helped Change the World. illus. by Sam Kal-
da. 80p. Quarto/Wide Eyed Editions. Jul. 
2020. Tr $19.99. ISBN 9780711249684. 

Gr 3-5–Long’s (When We Walked on the 
Moon: Discover the Dangers, Disasters, and 
Triumphs of Every Moon Mission) newest 
book describes the life of scientist Charles 
Darwin. Seven chapters detail Darwin’s 
adventures. Many of the stories and facts of 
the English naturalist’s life allow readers to 
understand the not-so-perfect path he took 
to fame. His love of nature was clear early 
in life, but his father was convinced that 
his son would succeed in the traditional 
academic setting. Young Darwin had other 
ideas. Some readers might relate to Darwin’s 
need to explore his interests outside of class-
room walls. Interesting stories include how 
his epic voyage aboard the HMS Beagle 
almost didn’t happen because of the shape 
of Darwin’s nose. His five-year adventure on 
the Beagle was the beginning of a lifelong 
process of collecting specimens for the sci-
entific world. Kalda beautifully captures the 
animals and plants Darwin collected. Long 
provides many small anecdotes that other bi-
ographies skip. He also examines the contro-
versy surrounding Darwin’s work. An added 
bonus is a who’s who of Darwin’s life and a 
time line. VERDICT This biography includes 
rich information for research projects or 
readers curious about one of the greats of the 
scientific world. A wonderful addition to any 
biography section for young people.–Erin 
Olsen, Hunter Coll. Elem. Sch., NY

MCANULTY, Stacy. Ocean! Waves for All. il-
lus. by David Litchfield. 40p. (Our Uni-
verse). Holt. May 2020. Tr $18.99. ISBN 
9781250108098. 

Gr 1-2–This nonfiction title, the fourth in 
the series, is narrated by the ocean itself 
and contains kid-friendly facts. Ocean in-

City community garden collective. The text 
offers a historical account of the origins of 
Hillery’s organization and an inspirational 
story about working together to meet a com-
munity need. Acclaimed illustrator Hartland 
(Ada Lovelace, Poet of Science) features char-
acters of various ages and ethnicities. Led by 
Mr. Tony (and inspired by a little girl named 
Nevaeh), the community members clean an 
empty lot, prepare the land, and plant fruits 
and vegetables. The whimsical illustrations, 
framed by a palette of muted and lush greens 
and complementary colors, perfectly cap-
ture the book’s theme of growth and collabo-
ration. Instructions for starting a garden any-
where and additional resources for children 
and their families are included. VERDICT A 
wonderful addition to picture book collec-
tions in school and public libraries.–Tamela 
Chambers, Chicago P.L., IL

H
JENKINS, Steve. Solar System: By the 

Numbers. illus. by Steve Jenkins. 40p. 
HMH. Jun. 2020. Tr $14.99. ISBN 
9781328850973; pap. $5.99. ISBN 
9781328850980. 

Gr 2-5–Jenkins uses inviting, colorful, and 
clearly labeled infographics to examine plan-
ets, asteroids, comets, moons, weather, gravi-
ty, space exploration, and more as he intro-
duces readers to our solar system’s place in 
the universe, the changes that have occurred 
over time, and the possibility that there is life 
beyond Earth. Jenkins shares compelling in-
formation about what is currently known 
while also delving into the likelihood of dis-
covering new knowledge. One infographic 
shows the number of moons that orbit the 
outer planets and explains: “New moons are 
frequently discovered, so these numbers will 
probably change.” Similar notes mention 
that data about the number of dwarf planets, 
comets, and new space explorations could 
change. Many fascinating facts are presented 
about solar system weather (rain and snow, 
maximum wind speeds, and average tem-
peratures on various planets), existing oceans, 
the dangers that asteroids and comets cause 
when they crash into Earth, the number of 
times astronauts have visited places in the so-
lar system, and different animals that have 
traveled on space missions. VERDICT This 
book is truly a visual and informational feast. 
While it is an excellent  addition to science 
units on astronomy, it is also a useful mentor 
text for developing graphic literacy. Recom-
mended for  enjoyable  reading, browsing, 
and discussing.–Myra  Zarnowski, City Univ. 
of New York

KOKIAS, Kerri. Clever Hans: The True Story of the 

Counting, Adding, and Time-Telling Horse. il-
lus. by Mike Lowery. 32p. Putnam. May 
2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780525514985. 

Gr 2-4–This picture book shares the story 
of Clever Hans, a horse who could suppos-

edly count, add, and tell time. Wilhelm von 
Osten, who lived in Berlin in 1904, owned 
Hans, an intelligent, talented horse. Crowds 
appeared on the street daily to observe Hans. 
Scientists, scholars, and others came to prove 
that the horse’s skills were a hoax. Oskar 
Pfungst, an assistant of psychologist Carl 
Stumpf, put blinders on Hans. He deter-
mined that the horse needed to see in order 
to count and tell time. This “discovery” led 
to the theory that the horse was really inter-
preting people’s faces and body movements 
to determine if he was right. Pfgunst con-
tinued to explore this early concept of body 
language. The book ends with an explana-
tion of the “Clever Hans effect” (an actual 
term in psychology) as well as how scientific 
interpretation requires double-blind testing. 
Lowery’s realistic, cartoon-style drawings are 
appealing. VERDICT A unique and enlight-
ening story about a lesser-known historical 
moment and its effects on the field of psy-
chology that would work well as a read-aloud 
or jumping-off point for a unit on animal and 
human intelligence and psychology.–Susan 
Lissim, Dwight Sch., New York

KUSABA, Yoshimi. The World’s Poorest President 

Speaks Out. tr. from Japanese by Andrew 
Wong. illus. by Gaku Nakagawa. 40p. En-
chanted Lion. Jul. 2020. Tr $16.95. ISBN 
9781592702893. 

Gr 3 Up–This timely translation of a 2014 
title originally published in Japan is based 
on a 2012 speech made by Uruguay’s 40th 
president, José Mujica, delivered at the 
United Nations’ Rio+20 Summit, held in 
Rio de Janeiro. Mujica, who was president 
from 2010 to 2015, was a simple, unassum-
ing, and much-beloved leader. Rather than 
live in the presidential palace and get chauf-
feured around, he chose to remain on his 
farm with his wife and drive his Volkswagen 

Solar System:  
By the Numbers (Jenkins) 
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NICKEL, Sandra. Nacho’s Nachos: The Story 

Behind the World’s Favorite Snack. illus. by 
Oliver Dominguez. 32p. Lee & Low. Jun. 
2020. Tr $18.95. ISBN 9781620143698. 

PreS-Gr 4–Ignacio Anaya (1895–1975) was 
a skilled home cook and a professional chef, 
but it was his invention of one of the world’s 
favorite snacks that made him a household 
name. Born in northern Mexico, Anaya 
was given the nickname “Nacho.” At the 
age of 23, he found work in a restaurant. 
When restaurateur Rodolfo de los Santos 
planned to open a new eatery, the Victory 
Club, in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, 
he recruited Nacho. It was there in 1940 
that Nacho came up with the idea for his 
signature dish. Once his crunchy, cheesy, 
spicy creation took off, actors and presidents 
flocked to Victory Club. The simple but 
engaging text is well suited to this appeal-
ing story and makes this biography a perfect 
read-aloud for classrooms. Illustrations con-
vey movement and familiarity while depict-
ing a time period that might be unfamiliar 
to younger readers. Back matter includes a 
thorough list of sources cited, an afterword, 
and—best of all—a recipe for the original 
Nacho’s Special. VERDICT A unique biogra-
phy read-aloud title for younger kids. Rec-
ommended for elementary school libraries 
and classrooms.–Savannah Kitchens,  Parnell 
 Memorial Lib., Montevallo, AL

H
OPIE, David. All the Birds in the World. illus. 
by David Opie. 32p. Peter Pauper. Jun. 
2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 9781441333292. 

K-Gr 4–Birds in all their incredible variety 
throughout the world are introduced with 
primary-colored illustrations and a fast-
moving narrative. The story’s pace is paused 
by its “guide”—a young kiwi with brown 
feathers who wonders how he fits into this 
vast community. He asks, “What about me?” 
amid the brilliant reds, blues, yellows, and 
purples on display. But the little kiwi with 
no tail, furlike feathers, and tiny hidden 
wings learns that he is indeed a member of 
this enormous family. The text compares 
avian qualities to familiar people, places, 
and things (“an ostrich can stand taller than 
the tallest basketball player”; a humming-
bird egg is about the size of a jelly bean) to 
help readers visualize these birds. Every bird 
pictured illustrates their beaks, eggs, sizes, 
nests, etc., and is identified in a two-page 
note from author and illustrator Opie. A 
separate summary, “More About the Kiwi,” 
identifies the “star” of the book as the brown 
kiwi, found only in New Zealand. VERDICT 
Highly recommended. The sparkling and 
informative text and crisp, clear illustrations 
highlight a wide variety of birds while creat-
ing a sense of belonging for the plain kiwi 
and anyone else who might feel different.–
Frances E. Millhouser, formerly at Fairfax 
County P.L., VA

troduces himself as an Earth-loving dude, 
interested in helping youngsters learn more 
about his long life. He explains that he has 
been around for four billion years and that 
life began in his waters. He shares some re-
cords: Ocean is home to the biggest animal, 
the longest mountain range, and the largest 
living structure. But he wants people to get 
to know him better and to explore his se-
crets. He also wants his readers to know that 
some human behavior is impacting him 
and the creatures that inhabit his waters. 
The illustrations are brightly colored, and 
the personification of the ocean will appeal 
to young readers as they eagerly search for 
his face on each page. End pages contain 
extensive information and eco-friendly sug-
gestions to take care of the oceans. VERDICT 
An engaging introduction to the ocean that 
children will enjoy looking through more 
than once.–Annette Herbert, F.E. Smith 
Elem. Sch., Cortland, NY

H
MCGILL, Erin. If You Want a Friend in Wash-

ington: Wacky, Wild & Wonderful Presiden-

tial Pets. illus. by Erin McGill. 44p. 
Random/Schwartz & Wade. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9780593122693. 

K-Gr 3–This funny and informative book 
about the pets of U.S. presidents begins with 
a famous quote attributed to President Tru-
man: “If you want a friend in Washington, 
get a dog.” Of all the U.S. presidents, only 
James K. Polk, Andrew Johnson, and Don-
ald Trump did not have pets, while Theo-
dore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, and John 
F. Kennedy had some of the most unusual 
and largest menageries. Rather than moving 
from president to president and listing the 
pets each owned, the book organizes the pets 
into categories, with a cute illustration and 
the name of the creature and the presiden-
tial surname. A humorous spread shows all 
the dogs owned by the presidents, with the 
largest number of dogs owned by George 
Washington. Plenty of presidents have had 
dogs, cats, horses, and birds, but many also 
had farm animals (including goats, sheep, 
and chickens) and more exotic creatures 
(bear cubs, alligators, a wallaby, and a pygmy 
hippo). The final pages list all the presidents 
in order with the names of their pets, and end 
pages include vintage photographs. VERDICT 
Although the ending is a bit abrupt, this story 
contains fascinating facts with charming 
 illustrations—perfect for conveying historical 
tidbits to young children.–Sally James, South 
Hillsborough Elem. Sch., Hillsborough, CA

MUNDIAL. The Big Book of Soccer. illus. by 
Damien Weighill. 112p. Quarto/Wide 
Eyed Editions. May 2020. Tr $30. ISBN 
9780711249103. 

Gr 2-5–Soccer gets a lovely, lively, and 
thorough treatment in this oversize book. 
The text includes a brief overview of soc-

cer basics and terms, followed by a surpris-
ingly in-depth history of the game. A time 
line features regional details and cultural 
changes that contributed to the evolution of 
soccer. The U.S. Women’s National Team 
is recognized as one of the greatest teams of 
all time. Many of the key players who trans-
formed the U.S. team into a powerhouse 
are mentioned in different sections, such as 
“The Great Players” and “Weird and Won-
derful.” Sections highlighting outstanding 
coaches, massive stadiums, rad uniforms 
(or kits as they’re more commonly known), 
and the envy-inspiring trophies are equally 
well developed. The “How To…” section 
is a standout. It offers step-by-step guidance 
through the most amazing moves in the 
game, like David Beckham’s awe-inspiring 
set pieces, Luis Suárez’s jaw-dropping nut-
megs, and Didier Drogba’s shockingly ef-
fective headers. A segment toward the end 
is dedicated to sportsmanship, coaching 
kids on the importance of respecting the of-
ficials, and being a responsible fan on game 
day. The playful art contains amusing visual 
details.  VERDICT Mundial, a popular foot-
ball magazine, provides an authoritative and 
light-hearted writing style that young read-
ers will adore. Equally appealing for brows-
ers and avid  readers, this is a recommended 
 purchase.–Abby Bussen, Muskego P.L.,WI

NASH, Eryl & Jenny Jacoby. The Essential Guide 

to STEAM: Making an Art Out of Science! il-
lus. by Vicky Barker. 48p. B Small. May 
2020. pap. $12.99. ISBN 9781911509936. 

Gr 2-4–Barker’s illustrations are the star in this 
collection of key STEAM concepts. In a brief 
introduction, the authors emphasize that the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, art, 
and math are closely linked and that they work 
together to improve human lives. Twenty-
three art-heavy spreads describe topics such as 
electricity, gravity, the big bang, calculations, 
measurements, creative thinking, ground-
breaking technology, household engineering, 
and more. The varied spreads often contain 
definitions of scientific terminology, “Did You 
Know?” asides, and quiz questions. While the 
topics are interesting and the bright, cartoon-
style artwork is utilized sufficiently to inform 
the target age group, the book lacks a table of 
contents, an index, and any narrative to ex-
plain the connections between the subjects. 
Young American readers may be confused 
by the British terminology and spelling used 
throughout (torch instead of flashlight, fish 
fingers instead of fish sticks, aeroplane instead 
of airplane, etc.) and will probably miss out on 
some of the fun wordplay.  VERDICT Although 
the book effectively introduces some founda-
tional STEAM ideas and features engaging 
illustrations, the lack of a well-defined organi-
zational structure hampers its usefulness as an 
educational resource. A secondary purchase.–
Kacy Helwick, New Orleans P.L.
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PERDEW, Laura. Spit Nests, Puke Power, and 

Other Brilliant Bird Adaptations. illus. by Ka-
tie Mazeika. 32p. (Picture Book Science). 
Nomad. Aug. 2020. Tr $19.95. ISBN 
9781619309494. 

K-Gr 3–Perdew captures readers’ interest 
right away, starting with the title. Through-
out the text, fascinating bird adaptations 
are highlighted, including special body 
features, unique mating rituals, and other 
seemingly bizarre behaviors. The bird world 
favorites are covered (owls, penguins, hum-
mingbirds), but some unusual species make 
appearances as well. The book’s layout in-
cludes beautiful illustrations of the birds 
in action and at rest. The artwork portrays 
other animals that could be found in some 
of the birds’ habitats. An activity page in 
the back, a glossary, and a connection page 
that mentions other facts are included. On 
these appendix pages, readers can see photo-
graphs of the birds spotlighted in the book. 
VERDICT A cool science title for younger 
readers to learn about bird adaptation. Ed-
ucators can use this text in the classroom; 
many STEAM lessons could be inspired 
by these funky adaptations.–Erin Olsen, 
 Hunter Coll. Elem. Sch., NY

POLIQUIN, Rachel. Eels. illus. by Nicho-
las John Frith. 96p. (Superpower Field 
Guide). HMH. Jun. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9780544949218; pap. $8.99. ISBN 
9780358272588. 

Gr 2-5–Beavers, moles, and ostriches may 
all be admirable and humble animals, but, 
as the latest installment of Poliquin’s series 
proves, eels take the superhero mantle to 
another level. The book discusses 10 distinct 
superpowers and provides a glossary, further 
reading, resources, and a few silly asides in 
the form of quizzes and callouts. The text 
is packed with genuinely fascinating and 
almost unbelievable information, making 
it easy for readers to fall in love with the 

featured eel, Olenka. As with previous in-
stallments, there is no table of contents and 
some of the vocabulary might be a bit tricky 
for the target audience. The illustrations 
include a bounty of maps and informative 
visuals. Ultimately, this book is engaging, 
knowledgable, and worthy of a reader’s at-
tention. VERDICT A solid addition to the se-
ries, this latest field guide will win over fans. 
Recommended as a general purchase for 
school and public  libraries.–Taylor Worley, 
Springfield P.L., OR

REYNOLDS, Jan. The Lion Queens of India. pho-
tos by Jan Reynolds. 32p. Lee & Low. Jul. 
2020. Tr $18.95. ISBN 9781643790510. 

Gr 1-3–The Gir National Park in Gujarat, In-
dia, is a sanctuary for the last remaining Asi-
atic lions in the world. Once nearly extinct, 
they now number close to 600 and are part of 
the natural cycle of life in the well-guarded 
reserve. An all-women group of park rangers, 
known as the “Lion Queens,” protect the big 
cats from poachers, rescue them after acci-
dents, and ensure their well-being. Rashila 
Vadher, the first woman to be appointed a 
park ranger at the sanctuary, describes work-
ing with the lions. Vadher and her fellow 
rangers also work closely with local villag-
ers to offer education on the coexistence of 
lions and townspeople. Simple language and 
many photographs provide a clear picture of 
life among lions, although little is said of the 
dangers posed by poachers. The success of 
the sanctuary also presents additional prob-
lems as the lions outnumber the space pro-
vided. Vadher and her colleagues are work-
ing to acquire additional parkland to protect 
future generations of these magnificent ani-
mals. VERDICT A rare, positive look at saving 
a species from extinction aimed at younger 
readers. A useful resource for young chil-
dren interested in big cats and suitable for 
classroom units.–Eva Elisabeth VonAncken, 
formerly at Trinity-Pawling Sch., Pawling, NY

RUSSELL-BROWN, Katheryn. She Was the First!: 

The Trailblazing Life of Shirley Chisholm. illus. 
by Eric Velasquez. 40p. Lee & Low. Jul. 
2020. Tr $19.95. ISBN 9781620143469. 

Gr 2-5–This warm, inspiring picture book 
biography spotlights the fascinating life and 
achievements of politician and educator 
Shirley Chisholm. Born in Brooklyn, NY, in 
1924, Chisholm made her vibrant personal-
ity known from the start, leading groups of 
older kids around the neighborhood. Her 
parents were hard workers who had trouble 
feeding their family and making ends meet. 
They made the tough decision to send their 
daughter and her siblings to Barbados to 
live on her grandmother’s farm. Despite 
the jarring change of lifestyle, Chisholm’s 
experience in Barbados made a lasting im-
pact. Seeing people who looked like her 
and worked in a variety of jobs was inspir-
ing. It taught the future politician that she 
could grow up to hold a powerful position. 
In 1934, Chisholm moved back to Brook-
lyn, where she excelled in school and col-
lege and went on to become a teacher. At 
night, she worked closely with community 
groups and became a prominent voice for 
frequently overlooked populations: women, 
people of color, the poor, and children. She 
later won a spot in the New York State As-
sembly. In 1968, she became the first Black 
woman elected to Congress. She even ran 
for president in 1972. While she didn’t win, 
she paved the way for future Black and fe-
male presidents. An extensive afterword is 
appended. VERDICT Russell-Brown, with 
the help of Velasquez’s expressive watercolor 
art, vividly brings Chisholm’s experiences 
to life with storytelling that will appeal to a 
wide variety of ages—those both aware and 
unaware of her legacy. Recommended for 
 elementary and public library collections.–
Kristy Pasquariello, Westwood P.L., MA

SANDERS, Rob. Mayor Pete: The Story of Pete 

Buttigieg. illus. by Levi Hastings. 48p. 
(Who Did It First?: Bk. 4). Holt. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $19.99. ISBN 9781250267573. 

K-Gr 3–“Only time will tell who Pete But-
tigieg…will become.” This recurrent phrase 
expresses the theme of this admiring over-
view of the life of the first openly gay presi-
dential candidate. Sanders ably describes 
important stepping stones in Buttigieg’s life, 
from his childhood in South Bend, IN, to 
Harvard and beyond—Tunisia, England, 
and Chicago—before his return to South 
Bend, where his early political career was 
interrupted by his Naval Reserve service in 
Afghanistan. Sanders notes parallel political 
life experiences: losing an election in high 
school before being elected senior class 
president and losing an election in Indiana 
before being elected mayor of South Bend. 
Public service is a major theme throughout 
the book, but so is Buttigieg’s personal iden-

All the Birds in the World (Opie) 
©2020 by David Opie



82    | JUNE 2020 

 

 

 

 

technology combine to create helpful bion-
ics in this accessible, fantastically illustrated 
work. Four chapters cover beastly solutions, 
helpers, energy, and healers. For example, 
studying the poison dart frog helped engi-
neers create a liquid mixture to keep plane 
wings free of ice. Examining slugs contrib-
uted to the invention of a surgical bandage 
that could one day be helpful in open-heart 
surgery. Full-color, impressive photographs 
are clear, inviting, and, in some cases, a little 
scary. A large spider crawling over a rock wel-
comes readers near the beginning of the text. 
The writing is engaging, and the text is well 
laid out. Extensively indexed, this book is 
perfect for report writers as well as browsers.  
VERDICT An excellent and fascinating choice 
for anyone with a developing interest in cur-
rent and future robotics.–Anne Chapman 
Callaghan, Racine P.L., WI

WARD, Jennifer. How To Find a Bird. illus. 
by Diana Sudyka. 48p. S. & S./Beach 
Lane. Aug. 2020. Tr $17.99. ISBN 
9781481467056. 

K-Gr 3–Beautiful and fascinating birds exist 
all around, according to Ward’s new guide 
on amateur ornithology. As a little boy and 
girl go exploring, the text offers clues on 
where and how bird-watchers should look 
for feathered friends. Ward, an avian enthu-
siast, advises readers to look on the ground, 
try to detect camouflaged birds, and remain 
still and quiet to hear bird sounds. Sudyka’s 
illustrations are stunning and detailed. 
Each bird is labeled, and the sounds the 
birds make swoop across the page in varied 
fonts. The text itself is simple and engag-
ing, and Ward’s passion for birds and love 
of nature are apparent. VERDICT This brief 
and visually captivating title will inspire 
readers to get outside and watch birds.–
Kaitlin  Malixi, Kensington Health Sciences 
 Academy, Philadelphia

tity. The importance of Buttigieg’s candida-
cy is emphasized by the cover’s tagline “first-
of-his-kind man running.” The back matter 
includes a guide to the pronunciation of 
Buttigieg, the requirements to become 
president, a time line, and selected sources. 
Hastings’s digitally created art often shows 
the former mayor with diverse crowds, rein-
forcing the writer’s reference to South Bend 
as “a community that welcomed all people.” 
VERDICT An important picture book biog-
raphy to add to school and public  library 
collections.–Kathleen Isaacs, Children’s 
 Literature Specialist, Pasadena, MD 

SINGH, Simran Jeet. Fauja Singh Keeps Go-

ing: The True Story of the Oldest Person To 

Ever Run a Marathon. illus. by Baljinder 
Kaur. 48p. Penguin/Kokila. Aug. 2020. Tr 
$17.99. ISBN 9780525555094. 

Gr 1-4–This engaging picture book biogra-
phy tells the amazing story of a 100-year-old 
marathoner named Fauja Singh. Born in In-
dia, Singh could not walk until his fifth birth-
day and endured many other challenges in 
his long life. When people doubted him, he 
kept going. The book uses that determina-
tion, along with his mother’s unfailing en-
couragement, as the theme for his achieve-
ments. He grew into a healthy and active 
adult, with a family and a farm. A move to 
England at age 81 led to his emergence as a 
runner and his eventual record-setting ac-
complishments. The book’s language is ap-
propriately inspirational, but also highlights 
the setbacks that Singh faced involving inju-
ries, self-doubt, and racism. Slightly awkward 
wording disrupts the narrative flow a couple 
of times, but Singh’s story is unique and en-
gaging, especially during the second half. 
Softly rendered illustrations effectively depict 
the various parts of the runner’s life; expres-
sive faces and figures deftly convey move-
ment and emotions. Recurring images of 
kites and birds reflect his indomitable spirit. 
Details of food, clothing, and hairstyles add 
spiritual and cultural context. VERDICT A 
fine addition to picture book biography col-
lections, with an inspirational message and 
strong cultural content.–Steven Engelfried, 
Wilsonville P.L., OR

SMITH, Emma Bland. Odin, Dog Hero of the 

Fires. illus. by Carrie Salazar. 32p. West 
Margin. Jun. 2020. Tr $16.99. ISBN 
9781513262949. 

Gr 2-5–During the 2017 California wildfires, 
a family had to leave their farm. Odin, their 
Great Pyrenees dog, refused to leave the 
property or the goats he was charged with 
guarding. Despite their pleas, Odin would 
not get into the truck, and they had to drive 
away without him, tearful and certain they 
would never see him again. Somehow, Odin 
survived the fire with his herd. When the 
family returned to evaluate their property, 

Odin was waiting, wagging his tail with ex-
citement. Told from Odin’s point of view, this 
true story is a heartwarming tale of survival 
against all odds as well as a wonderful lesson 
about responsibility and perseverance. Sala-
zar’s soft illustrations are lifelike. Parents and 
educators should note that the text does not 
provide any guidance or reminders to young-
sters about the importance of following in-
structions from adults during fires or other 
emergencies. VERDICT Highly  recommended 
for all children’s library  collections,  especially 
where dog books are in high  demand and 
where wildfires are prevalent.–Kate Olson, 
Bangor Sch. Dist., WI

STEWART, Melissa. ICK!: Delightfully Disgust-

ing Animal Dinners, Dwellings, and Defenses. 

112p. National Geographic. Jun. 2020. 
Tr $24.90. ISBN 9781426337475; pap. 
$14.99. ISBN 9781426337468. 

Gr 2-5–Stewart explains insect behaviors 
and traits in detail and provides context to 
how these seemingly off-putting habits al-
low these animals and creatures to live and 
survive. Double-page spreads describe each 
animal and a fascinating (but gross) aspect to 
their everyday lives. High-resolution photo-
graphs offer visual appeal, and the text is or-
ganized into bite-size pieces of information 
that are pleasingly arranged on the page. 
The colors accenting the photos are bright 
and bold. A glossary, selected sources, cred-
its, and an index are also featured.  VERDICT 
An excellent  addition to  elementary school 
libraries.–Molly  Dettmann, Norman North 
H.S., OK

H
SWANSON, Jennifer. Beastly Bionics: Rad 

Robots, Brilliant Biomimicry, and Incred-

ible Inventions Inspired by Nature. 95p. 
National Geographic. Jun. 2020. pap. 
$14.99. ISBN 9781426336737. 

Gr 3-5–Awesome nature and impressive 

Beastly Bionics: Rad Robots, Brilliant Biomimicry, and 
 Incredible Inventions Inspired by Nature (Swanson) National Geographic ©2020
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this well-rounded guide that demonstrates 
important chemistry concepts. Readers 
are sure to experience wondrous results 
in their own kitchens.–Rachel Mulligan, 
Pennsylvania State Univ.

H
IFTIN, Abdi Nor. Call Me American: The Ex-

traordinary True Story of a Young Somali 

 Immigrant. 272p. Delacorte. Jun. 2020. 
Tr $17.99. ISBN 9781984897114. 

Gr 8 Up–Born six years before the begin-
ning of the Somali tribal civil war, the 
author grew up in the city of Mogadishu. 
Iftin’s parents had lived nomadic lives be-
fore having children, raising camels, and 
living off the land. In urban Mogadishu, 
Iftin’s schooling consisted of a rigorous 
study of the Koran; he endured corporal 
punishment by his teacher for imperfect 
memorization. As a preteen, he taught 
himself English by sneaking into a make-
shift cinema that screened American ac-
tion movies starring Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger. He became obsessed with American 
culture, translating movies into Arabic 
for his peers, which gained him the nick-
name “Abdi American.” As the war raged 
on and the radical Islamist group al-Sha-
baab gained power, Iftin’s fascination with 
the Western world made him a target. 
He pursued the seemingly unattainable 
dream of leaving Somalia. After years of 
paperwork, bribery, secret dispatches via 
the BBC, and a very unlikely turn of fate, 
he found himself on a flight to America. 
Throughout this heartrending memoir, 
Iftin’s voice remains straightforward and 
frank but not unfeeling, highlighting the 
searing reality of his journey. His story is 
told with humor and optimism that bal-
ance the sadness of  his story. The chal-

GRESHAM-KNIGHT, Xanthe. Goddesses and 

Heroines: Women of Myth and Legend. il-
lus. by Alice Pattullo. 128p. Thames & 
Hudson. Jun. 2020. Tr $19.95. ISBN 
9780500651919. 

Gr 5-7–This collection provides 13 origi-
nal goddess tales, including modern 
takes derived from countries and cultures 
around the world and ancient traditions. 
Many of the stories come from Asia and 
the Middle East; one tale is from Mexico, 
three hail from Europe, one is Nigerian, 
and one is from India. Gresham-Knight 
selected 13 stories because the number 
has special significance: “Thirteen was the 
lucky number of Palaeolithic goddesses, 
for whom the thirteen cycles of the moon 
made up a year.” Pourquoi, trickster, and 
origin tales are featured; some discuss 
modern-day problems, such as pollution 
and warfare. However, one tale features 
details that some educators, caregivers, 
and parents could view as unsettling for 
the target age demographic: The Tibetan 
offering includes an emotionally and phys-
ically abusive aunt, a predatory husband, 
and adolescent death as a result of exces-
sive physical abuse. The ancient sources 
of the tales are interesting and explained 
in a back matter spread about the god-
desses’ symbols, which are incorporated 
into the stories and artwork. Lively, col-
orful, cartoon-style illustrations provide a 
strong and effective visual presentation. 
All characters are rendered in a similar 
style, though ethnic differences are de-
picted through skin tones, facial features, 
and culturally specific icons and symbols. 
VERDICT A carefully curated collection 
of stories that feature powerful, fantasti-
cal women. Recommended for libraries 
where gaps in multicultural folklore may 
exist or for readers with a budding interest 
in global mythology and folklore.–Carol 
Goldman, formerly at Queens Lib., NY

H
HEINECKE, Liz Lee. The Kitchen Pantry 

 Scientist: Chemistry for Kids: Homemade 

Science Experiments and Activities Inspired 

by Awesome Chemists, Past and Present. 

128p. (The Kitchen Pantry Scientist’s 
Guides). Quarto/Quarry. May 2020. 
pap. $19.99. ISBN 9781631598302. 

Gr 3-8–Heinecke offers a hybrid nonfic-
tion text for middle grade readers as well as 
extensive parental support for dynamic at-
home experiments. The biographies of 25 
role models of the chemistry community, 
past and present, are organized in chrono-
logical order of the chemists’ birth year, 
showing a progression of key scientific dis-
coveries and changes. Heinecke effectively 
outlines the cultural effects of these chem-
istry concepts. Each chemist’s life story is 
constructed through a factual presentation 
of personal events and an explanation of 
the inspiration behind their pursuit or 
discovery. The text takes care to detail the 
relevant historical and cultural context. 
Pastel-colored portraits spotlight the chem-
ists, and photographs complement the bio-
graphical content. Features such as “The 
Story Behind the Chemistry” supplement 
each experiment. A glossary, an index, and 
a materials resource page support readers’ 
understanding of the scientific concepts 
and terminology presented throughout 
the text. The multistep lab instructions 
are aided by photographed figures show-
ing the steps in action, but adult supervi-
sion and assistance are required. VERDICT 
This bright, engaging text provides young 
middle school readers with the inspiration 
and means to conduct enlightening at-
home experiments. Detailed biographies 
of notable chemists, simple yet purpose-
ful explanations, and visual aids enhance 
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used with Farm Anatomy, Nature  Anatomy, 
and Food Anatomy, Rothman introduces a 
wide array of ocean-related facts through 
words and pictures. Coverage includes 
marine geology, plant and animal life, and 
the impact of humans on oceans around 
the world. The writing is clear, lively, and 
informative. Each spread is filled with a 
variety of colorful, appealing, and scientifi-
cally accurate drawings. Some pages iden-
tify the anatomy of a single species with 
captions; others show several related spe-
cies with a paragraph of description; some 
list just name and size. Length and/or 
weight is provided for many species draw-
ings but not all. Useful diagrams demon-
strate concepts such as tidal zones and 
ocean currents. The levels of information 
vary from topic to topic. Readers learn 
many fascinating facts in a spread about 
nudibranchs, for example, while the wal-
rus receives just a single drawing and its 
typical weight. There is no index, but the 
table of contents is fairly detailed. The 
somewhat loose structure fits with the 
sketchbook-like feel of the volume. This 
series is aimed at adult readers, and some 
assumed knowledge of terms reflects this, 
but the attractive and edifying drawings 
 expand the potential audience to younger 
learners. VERDICT A fact-filled, browsable 
title with strong visual appeal.–Steven 
Engelfried, Wilsonville P.L., OR

SANDLER, Martin W. Race Through the Skies: 

The Week the World Learned To Fly. 192p. 
Bloomsbury. Jul. 2020. Tr $24.99. ISBN 
9781547603442. 

Gr 6-10–Sandler’s historical overview of 
aviation focuses on a weeklong air show 
in the fall of 1908 in Reims, France. The 
events featured thrilling contests for speed 
and distance and hosted many of the 
prominent aviators and aircraft builders of 
the day, including fierce competition be-
tween the American flight pioneer Glenn 
Curtiss and Frenchman Louis Blériot, 
the first person to fly across the English 
Channel. A common theme throughout 
is the extreme risk for early pilots, such 
as Peruvian aviator Jorge Chávez, the first 
person to fly across the Alps, who crashed 
on descent and died from his injuries. 
Numerous supplemental texts highlight 
tangential topics (the design differences 
between biplanes and single-wing aircraft, 
the evolution of dirigibles during the same 
time, and “Women in the Air,” spotlight-
ing pilots such as Bessie Coleman, the 
first Black and Native American woman 
to earn her pilot’s license). Copious period 
photos are integrated cleanly with the text 
and design. Additional illustrations in-
clude newspaper pages and promotional 
posters. Back matter contains a list of re-
lated books, websites, and places to visit, 

lenges he faced upon reaching the United 
States provide a unique critique of the 
imperfect notion of the American Dream. 
VERDICT A first purchase for all teen col-
lections. This important memoir adapted 
for young adults is devastating, inspiring, 
and ultimately hopeful.–Allison Staley, 
Lake Oswego P.L., OR

LEWIS, Aura & Evan Sargent. We the People: 

The United States Constitution Explored and 

Explained. illus. by Aura Lewis. 128p. 
Quarto/Wide Eyed Editions. Jul. 2020. 
Tr $24.99. ISBN 9780711254046. 

Gr 5-8–This detailed overview of the U.S. 
Constitution incorporates engaging facts 
and profiles. Lewis and Sargent thoroughly 
explain various aspects of the government 
in a way that pops. Bright cartoon-style il-
lustrations complement the organization of 
the book. The text features a mix of short 
passages, sidebars, discussion questions, 
lists, and profiles of important politicians 
and activists. The authors provide context 
that goes behind the basics. For example, 
in the section about the 19th Amendment, 
they point out that not all women were giv-
en the same freedom; the section describes 
the many ways women of color have tire-
lessly fought for equality, and offers an easy-
to-understand definition of intersectional-
ity. A glossary, an index, a search-and-find, 
and further reading are included. VERDICT 
An enlightening addition to upper elemen-
tary and middle school collections for its 
in-depth look at the Constitution and the 
U.S. government.–Molly Dettmann, Nor-
man North H.S., OK

LOWE, Mifflin. The True West: Real Stories About 

Black Cowboys, Women Sharpshooters, Na-

tive American Rodeo Stars, Pioneering Va-

queros, Celebrity Showmen, and the Unsung 

Heroes in the Wild West. illus. by Wiliam 
Luong. 48p. Bushel & Peck. May 2020. 
Tr $19.99. ISBN 9781733633512. 

Gr 4-6–Ever heard of Bass Reeves, Mamie 
Francis Hafley, Fox Hastings, or Henry 
O. Flipper? These names may not be as 
familiar as others spotlighted in this book 
(Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickok), 
but Lowe’s intention, as indicated in the 
book’s lengthy subtitle, is to showcase di-
verse historical figures “from every race, 
gender, and ethnicity” who contributed to 
the development of the West. Eighteen fas-
cinating individuals are each portrayed in 
a two-page spread that includes biographi-
cal information, a somewhat stylized por-
trait, a photograph of the person (if avail-
able), and related facts. Readers learn that 
Flipper was the first African American to 
graduate from West Point in 1877 and that 
Hastings ran away from a convent when 
she was 16 and became a famous rodeo 
star. Hafley was known for the incredible 

daredevil tricks she did while riding her 
horse; Bass Reeves was a pragmatic Black 
lawman who captured and arrested more 
than 3,000 criminals. Other pages provide 
information about collective groups and 
topics, such as the Buffalo Soldiers, the 
Chinese railroad workers, wagon trains, 
and traditions started by Mexican cowboys, 
all of which are more broadly addressed. 
However, pertinent historical events such 
as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 are 
not addressed. Additional resources and ex-
tensive art and photo credits are included. 
The colorful, attractive layout is not too 
busy, and the artwork is vibrant. VERDICT A 
mixed bag of interesting, underrepresented 
historical figures and facts about the estab-
lishment of the American West. A good 
starting point for students curious about 
early Western frontier life.–Maggie Chase, 
Boise State Univ., ID

MONTGOMERY, Sy. Condor Comeback. photos 
by Tianne Strombeck. 96p. (Scientists in 
the Field). HMH. Jul. 2020. Tr $18.99. 
ISBN 9780544816534. 

Gr 5-7–Condors, the largest birds in North 
America, are in danger. Zoos and con-
dor conservationists are fighting to stop 
their population numbers in the wild 
from dwindling and to keep their natural 
habitats from shrinking. While scavengers 
might get a bad rap, this book explains the 
need for condors in the ecosystem, as well 
as the efforts to save them. Like many of 
Montgomery’s nonfiction titles in the se-
ries, this recent entry does an excellent 
job of incorporating facts and narrative 
information about an animal not typically 
covered in stand-alone titles. The engag-
ing call-to-action message is paired with 
gorgeous photographs that immerse read-
ers in the condors’ world. Each chapter 
describes a different aspect of condor 
conservation, including the care and up-
keep of baby condor chicks and how to 
train children to be the next generation of 
conservationists; also found here are many 
harrowing stories of how scientists have 
protected these majestic birds. A historic 
time line of condors, an epilogue about 
some of the condors featured, a list of what 
readers can do to save these birds, a bibli-
ography, further reading, and an index are 
included. VERDICT This worthy addition to 
elementary and middle school nonfiction 
collections spotlights the plight of a mis-
understood bird.–Molly Dettmann, Nor-
man North H.S., OK

ROTHMAN, Julia with John Niekrasz. Ocean 

Anatomy: The Curious Parts & Pieces of the 

World Under the Sea. illus. by Julia Roth-
man. 208p. (Anatomy). Storey. Apr. 2020. 
pap. $16.95. ISBN 9781635861600. 

Gr 7 Up–Following the successful approach 
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ploration are in for a wild ride, as Galileo 
himself steps in to narrate a vivid account of 
the origins, purposes, complex design, and 
dramatic course of the Jupiter probe that 
was named for him. The mission, originally 
conceived in 1974, was plagued by major 
setbacks on the ground—from  the 1986 
Challenger disaster, which brought the 
whole space program to a halt, to an am-
bush staged by armed environmentalists 
protesting the probe’s plutonium power 
source. In 1989, Galileo was finally 
launched on a slingshot orbit around Venus, 
but the problems didn’t stop in space; when 
the probe entered the asteroid belt, its main 
antenna failed to deploy. Still, dedicated 
NASA scientists solved that and other issues 
and were rewarded at long last by nine years 
of close-up glimpses of Jupiter and many of 
its distinctive, mysterious moons before the 
probe was finally sent plunging into the gi-
ant planet in 2003. Though chock-full of 
specific incidents, discoveries, and details, 
the tale positively races thanks to an open 
page design that mingles easily digestible 
comments and observations with loose mix-
es of brightly colored cartoon figures in large 
graphic panels and insets. A set of discussion 
questions and a substantial source list cap a 
heady tribute to scientific ambition, ingenu-
ity, and teamwork.  VERDICT Propelled by its 
dramatic twists and graphic format, this 
makes a strong bid to launch younger 
 middle grade readers into a continuing 
 fascination with the space program and its 
achievements.–John Peters,  Children’s 
 Literature Consultant, New York

Graphic Nonfiction
STAEBLER, Christian & Sonia Paoloni. Red-

bone: The True Story of a Native American 

Rock Band. illus. by Thibault Bala-
hy. 160p. IDW. Sept. 2020. pap. $19.99. 
ISBN 9781684057146. 

Gr 6 Up–Illustrated by floating, unframed 
vignettes drawn in a realistic style in pen 
and ink with russet overtones, this con-
versational graphic memoir sheds light 
on an undeservedly obscure nook of rock 
and roll history. Now remembered chiefly 
for the hit single “Come and Get Your 
Love,” the band that eventually dubbed 
itself Redbone was composed of brothers 
Pat and Lolly Vegas, plus a changing cast 
of musicians and managers. The authors 
draw on personal interviews as well as pub-
lished sources to let Pat informally retrace 
the band’s relatively meteoric rise and fall 
over lunch with his grown  children—from 
Redbone’s early Sixties days as a duo on 
L.A.’s Sunset Strip through various con-
figurations until internal tensions derailed 
the group’s career in the late 1970s. At-
tempts to revive Redbone over subsequent 
years have met with at best fitful success, 
and several of the original members have 
died. In its heyday, though, the band fed 
chords to the Doors, jammed with Jimi 
Hendrix, and released a string of increas-
ingly socially responsible tracks. While 
the narrator doesn’t specify his own mixed 
tribal ancestry, he does mention that of 
others (Hendrix, for instance, was part 
Cherokee) and pauses to lay out the ethno-
cide of Indian boarding schools, both the 
original and the 1973 tragedies at Wound-
ed Knee, and the growth of the American 
Indian Movement. Readers will be left 
with a clear sense of the groundbreaking 
band’s achievements and spirit. VERDICT 
 Compelling reading for fans of roots rock 
and Native American history in middle 
school and up.–John Peters,  Children’s 
 Literature Consultant, New York

TRECHTER, Holly. Galileo! Galileo! illus. by Jane 
Donovan. 96p. Sky Candle. Jul. 2020. 
pap. $13.99. ISBN 9781939360083. 

Gr 3-5–Students of the history of space ex-

such as the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum 
in Hammondsport, NY. No source notes 
are included, but a bibliography and an 
annotated list of significant sources are 
included. VERDICT The topic doesn’t fall 
easily into categories and might require 
hand selling, but this captivating nonfic-
tion read will appeal to anyone interested 
in the history of flight, inventions, or thrill 
sports.–Bob Hassett, Luther Jackson M.S., 
Falls Church, VA

SEDLEY, Ben & Lisa Coyne. Stuff That’s Loud: A 

Teen’s Guide to Unspiraling When OCD Gets 

Noisy. 120p. (Instant Help Solutions). 
New Harbinger. May 2020. pap. $16.95. 
ISBN 9781684035366. 

Gr 8 Up–According to clinical psycholo-
gists Sedley and Coyne, approximately 
three percent of teens have obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder (OCD). In this straight-
forward guide, the authors address “stuff 
that’s loud”—a catchy phrase for those 
thoughts, feelings, and sensations that take 
hold in individuals with OCD (often in a 
terrifying and intrusive manner). The tone 
of the text is conversational, and the mes-
sage is encouraging with several anecdotes 
from teens. This book is divided into two 
parts, “Spiraling” and “Unspiraling.” Part 
1 explores how stuff that’s loud can create 
confusion and surprises. Without adequate 
interventions and professional help, things 
can easily spiral out of control. Part 2 pro-
vides strategies teens can implement to 
form healthy relationships, such as  using 
curiosity to step into the unknown, seizing 
the moment, and caring about people and 
things that matter. The chapter on how 
to deal with parents is insightful. Numer-
ous black-and-white illustrations, of mixed 
quality, supplement the text. Additional 
resources consist only of a website for the 
International OCD Foundation and the 
website and Facebook links for the book. 
VERDICT This engaging self-help book 
is approachable and relatable and does 
not inundate readers with an abundance 
of medical and scientific terminology. A 
serviceable purchase for teen collections.–
Jeanette Lambert, formerly at Nashville-
Davidson County Sch., TN
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power up a read-aloud, instead opting to 
mix the words transmedia, ebooks, and digi-
tal throughout the text. Somewhat salvag-
ing the first half is the heavily researched, 
in-depth “Part Two, Examples of Digital 
Read-Aloud Experiences,” but it is also has 
mistakes and misinformation. Readers inter-
ested in learning about the intersection of 
technology and reading would be better off 
locating resources elsewhere, e.g., access-
ing and reading quality app reviews through 
Children’s Technology Review would be a 
better use of librarians’ time. VERDICT Skip 
this one.–Amy M. Laughlin, Ferguson Lib., 
Stamford, CT

As Seen in LJ

KRUEGER, Stephen G. Supporting Trans People 

in Libraries. 145p. Libraries Unlimited. 
2019. pap. $45. ISBN 9781440867057. 

Krueger (access & outreach svcs. librarian, 
Randolph Coll., VA) has written a valu-
able guide to inclusive practices around 
gender identity in everyday library work. 
This book provides tools to make library 
spaces more inclusive for staff and pa-
trons of all genders, starting with basic 
definitions. The text is well organized so 
that readers can quickly locate the most 
relevant sections. The 12 topical chapters 
are interconnected, but each focuses on a 
different area of library work in which gen-
der diversity may be taken into account: 
pronouns and language, restrooms, job 
postings and interviews, conferences and 
events, access services, collection develop-
ment, and more. Perspectives from the au-
thor, a trans man, and other trans and gen-
der-variant people give the work a more 
personal feel. VERDICT Well worth  reading 
for library staff at any level seeking to im-
prove their gender-inclusive  practices. 
–Anna J. Clutterbuck-Cook, Massachusetts 
Historical Soc., Boston

KEELING, Joyce. New Standards-Based Lessons 

for the Busy Elementary School Librarian: So-

cial Studies. 168p. Libraries Unlimited. Feb. 
2020. pap. $45. ISBN 9781440872242. 

Keeling’s newest book focuses on incor-
porating AASL’s Standards Framework for 
Learners, Common Core English Lan-
guage Literacy Standards, and the Social 
Studies Standards C3 Framework into 
lessons on civics, economics, geography, 
and history. Lesson plans include learning 
objectives, instructional procedure (the 
same throughout, suggesting “paired or 
team work” but without specifying strate-
gies), a worksheet, and recommended re-
sources. Frequently, the lessons begin with 
the reading and discussion of a work of fic-
tion. The worksheets feature rudimentary 
clip art illustrations and often focus on low 
level skills. A few ask students to apply their 
knowledge or engage in an activity such 
debating as loyalists or patriots, but those 
are the exceptions. Some activities are 
puzzling (such as a lesson about inventors 
that includes only white men), and many 
maps are incomplete. Each lesson contains 
a lengthy list of fiction and nonfiction re-
sources; within the resources, there can be a 
wide range of reading levels, and some sites 
and books are no longer available. While 
the author claims that the time line for the 
lessons is about 20 minutes, most cannot be 
completed in that time frame. The lesson 
plans share a consistent format and are well 
organized, providing activities and easily 
sourced materials that can be used in a col-
laborative teaching model or by the school 
librarian to support the classroom’s social 
studies lessons. Curating the standards from 
the three areas is a welcome time saver for 
librarians; however, they’ll want to modify 
most lessons to include formative assess-
ment, differentiation, and critical think-
ing activities. VERDICT Recommended 
for beginning librarians or those needing 
suggestions on incorporating social studies 
standards in library lessons.–Laura Fields 
Eason, Danville H.S., KY

KROK, Lisa. Novels in Verse for Teens: A Guide-

book with Activities for Teachers and Librar-

ians. 151p. Libraries Unlimited. Mar. 
2020. pap. $45. ISBN 9781440874932. 

This slim but useful guide is split into two 
parts. The first examines the need for di-
verse, inclusive literature for teens and the 
ways in which the verse novel can power-
fully engage readers. Krok anchors her ex-
ploration in the work of scholars such as Dr. 
Rudine Sims Bishop, Dr. Ebony Elizabeth 

Thomas, and Dr. Debbie Reese and cites 
educators including Dr. Kim Parker and 
Tricia Ebarvia, two of the cofounders of the 
#DisruptTexts community. In the second 
part, Krok offers activity ideas for more than 
50 novels in verse. While most of the titles 
suggested are best suited for a YA audience, 
there are some upper middle grade selec-
tions as well, and Krok centers #OwnVoices 
works and BIPOC creators as much as pos-
sible. Each entry includes publication infor-
mation, content tags, a short summary, sug-
gested grade levels, relevant Common Core 
and AASL standards, one or more  poetry 
exercises, and recommended  resources for 
further support and exploration. QR codes 
are also featured, which readers can scan to 
view websites and videos that supplement the 
content. Most of the exercises are designed to 
help teens  experiment with poetry as a way 
to express their voices, often for purposes of 
 self-reflection,  empathy-building, or activ-
ism. Some activities are repeated for multi-
ple titles, and Krok relies heavily on power-
poetry.org for explaining various poetic 
forms and how to begin using them. Back 
matter includes a glossary of poetic devices, 
an extensive works cited list, an author/title 
index, and a content tag index.  VERDICT 
Recommended for anyone looking to diver-
sify collections, learn more about novels in 
verse, or expand their use of poetry in the 
classroom or library.– Lauren Strohecker, 
McKinley Elem. School, Elkins Park, PA

PAGANELLI, Andrea. Power Up Your Read-

Alouds: Building Reading Excitement Through 

Technology. 150p. Libraries Unlimited. 
2019. pap. $45. ISBN 9781440865206. 

Premised on the notion that incorporat-
ing technology into read-alouds will make 
reading more exciting, this error-ridden 
title lacks excitement itself to keep readers 
engaged. The work is fraught with typos 
and other mistakes. Paganelli never quite 
adequately explains what technology will 

https://powerpoetry.org/
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Picture Books

DAVIES, Benji. Tad. HarperCollins. p. 46.

ROONEY, Rachel. The Problem with Problems. illus. by Zehra Hicks. 
Rodale. p. 46.

BARRETT, Hayley. Girl Versus Squirrel. illus. by Renée Andriani. 
Holiday House/Margaret Ferguson Bks. p. 47.

BOGART, Jo Ellen. Little Blue House Beside the Sea. illus. by Carmé 
Lemniscates. Tilbury. p. 47.

BROWN, Dan. Wild Symphony. Rodale. p. 48.

COTTER, Sacha. Cannonball. illus. by Josh Morgan. Sourcebooks. 
p. 48.

DRAGO, Flavia Z. Gustavo, the Shy Ghost. Candlewick. p. 48.

METZGER, Cecile. The Invisible Bear. Tundra. p. 52.

MOREAU, Laurent. Play Outside! Norton. p. 52. 

RELTH, Michael. Picture Book by Dog. Little, Brown. p. 53.

SMALL, David. Imogene Comes Back! Knopf. p. 54.

WALKER, Tricia Elam. Nana Akua Goes to School. illus. by April 
Harrison. Random/Schwartz & Wade. p. 54.

Middle Grade

BIRD, James. The Brave. Feiwel & Friends. p. 58.

CORDOVA, Zoraida. The Way to Rio Luna. Scholastic. p. 58.

LEE, Julie. Brother’s Keeper. Holiday House. p. 62.

MARTIN, Laura. Glitch. HarperCollins. p. 63.

RAMÉE, Lisa Moore. Something To Say. HarperCollins/Balzer + 
Bray. p. 64.

RITTER, William. The Unready Queen. Algonquin. p. 64.

STODDARD, Lindsey. Brave Like That.  HarperCollins/Harper. p. 66.

YA

CALETTI, Deb. Girl, Unframed. S. & S./Simon Pulse. p. 70.

HAND, Cynthia & others. My Calamity Jane. Harper Teen. p. 74.

HOCKING, Amanda. The Lost City. St. Martin’s/Wednesday Bks. 
p. 70.

MAE, Natalie. The Kinder Poison. Penguin/Razorbill. p. 70.

RICHARDS, Alex. Accidental. Bloomsbury. p. 74.

Graphic Novels

BROWN, Lars. Penultimate Quest. Iron Circus Comics. p. 75.

LAYNE, Aliza. Beetle & the Hollowbones. S. & S./Atheneum. p. 67.

Nonfiction

BROWN, Monica. Sharuko: El Arqueólogo Peruano Julio C. Tello/
Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello. illus. by Elisa Chavarri.  
Lee & Low. p. 78.

BURGESS, Matthew. Drawing on Walls: A Story of Keith Haring.  
illus. by Josh Cochran. Enchanted Lion. p. 78.

HEINECKE, Liz Lee. The Kitchen Pantry Scientist: Chemistry for Kids: 
Homemade Science Experiments and Activities Inspired by Awesome 
Chemists, Past and Present. Quarto/Quarry. p. 84.

IFTIN, Abdi Nor. Call Me American: The Extraordinary True Story of a 
Young Somali Immigrant. Delacorte. p. 84.

JENKINS, Steve. Solar System: By the Numbers. HMH. p. 79.

MCGILL, Erin. If You Want a Friend in Washington: Wacky, Wild & 
Wonderful Presidential Pets. Random/Schwartz & Wade. p. 80.

OPIE, David. All the Birds in the World.Peter Pauper. p. 80.

SWANSON, Jennifer. Beastly Bionics: Rad Robots, Brilliant Biomimicry, 
and Incredible Inventions Inspired by Nature. National Geographic. 
p. 82
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capstonepub.com/reading#readingisforeveryone

My Furry Foster Family
(series of 4)

Emma Every Day
(series of 4)

Sadiq
(series of 8)

The Dramatic Life of 
Azaleah Lane (series of 2)

Farah Rocks Summer Break
(series of 2)

Astrid and Apollo
(series of 4)

Authentic Stories from
Own Voice Authors!

Emma is 
hearing 
impaired

https://www.capstonepub.com/library/sites/reading_is_for_everyone/index.html
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ReadingIsForEveryone?src=hashtag_click
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